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To Dn. LEWI S, 

D£AR LEWIS» 

YOUR fable of the monkey aDd the 
pig^ is .what the Italians call ben 
trovata^ but I ihall not repeat it to tnjr 
apothecarjs who is a proud Scotchman^ 
very thin flcinned, and^ foraughcl know» 
may have his degree in his pocket— >-A 
right Scotchman has always two firings 
to his bow» and is in utrumque paratus-^ 
Certain it is, I have not 'fcaped a fcour- 
k)K; but» I believe, by means of that 
You II. B fcour- 
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2 . The expedition of 

fcouring, I have Ycaped fotncthing worfc, 
perhaps a tedious fit of the gout or rheu- 
ipatifm I for my appetite began to flagg, 
arid t had certain croakings in the bowels, 
which boded me no good — ^Nay, I am 
not yet quite free of thefe remembrances, 
•which warn me to be gone from this 
centre of ittfeftion— 

■What temptatidn can a man of my torn 
and temperaiment have, to live in a place 
where every cornef tbems with frelh ob- 
jects of deteftarion and difguft ? What 
kind of tafte and organs muft thcife peo- 
ple have, who really prefer the adulte- 
rate enjoyments of the town to the ge- 
nuine pleafures of a country retreat ? 
Moft pco^, I know, arc originally fe- 
duced by vanity, ambition, and childifli 
curiofity ; which cannot be gratified, but 
in the iujy haunts of men: but, In the courfe 
5/ this gratification, their very organs dT 
fenfe are perverted, and they become ha- 
bitually lofl: to every relifh of what \% 
genuine and excellent in it's own na* 
ture. 

Shall I ftate the diflerence between my 
town grievances/ and my country com<« 
forts? At Brambletoa-hail, 1 have el- 
bow-room within doors, and breathe a 
clear, elaftic, falutary air«-i— «-I enjoy re-* 

feeding 
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fre&ing (lecp, which is never difturbed 
by Ijorrid noife, nor interrupted, but ia 
a-morning, by the fwect twitter of the 
martlet at my window — I drink the vir- 
gin lymphs pure and cryftalline as it 
guihes from the rock» or the fparkling 
beveridge, home-brewed from malt of my 
own making ; or I indulge with cyder, 
which my own orchard affords ; or with 
claret of the beft growth, imported for 
my own ufc, by a correfpondent on whofe 
integrity I can depend ; my bread is fweet 
and nouriihing, made from my own 
whear, ground in my own mill, and 
baked in my own oven ^ my table is, in a 
great mcafure, furniftied from my own 
ground ; my five-year old mutton, fed 
on the fragrant herbage of the mountains, 
that might vie with venifon in juice and 
flavour J my delicious veal, fattened with 
nothing but the nrrother's rnilk, that filla 
the dim with gravy ; my poultry from 
the barnrdoor, that never knew confine* 
ment, but when they were at rooft \ my 
rabbits panting from the warren ; my came 
frelh from- the moors ; my trout, aira ial^ 
mon draggling from the ftream ; oyfters 
from their native banks; amd herrings, 
with other fea-fifli, I can eat in four hours 
after they are caken-»4itfy faUads, roots» 

B 2 and 



4 The EXPEDITION of 

ind poc^herbsy my own garden yields in 
plenty and perfe(^ion ; the produc;^ of 
the natural foil, prepared by moderate 
cultivation. The fame foil affords • all 
the different fruits which England may 
call her own, fo that my defert is every 
day fre/h-gathered from the trccj my 
dairy flows with neftarious tides of milk 
itKl cream, from whence we derive abun- 
dance of excellent butter, curds, and 
cheefe ; and the refufe fattens my pigs, 
that are deftined for hams and bacon---4 
go to bed betimes, and rife with the fun 
— I make ihift to pais the hours without 
wearinefs or regret, and am not deftitute 
^f amulcments within doors, when the 
weather will not permit me to go abroad 
— I read, and chat, and play at billiards, 
cards, or back-gammon — Without doors, 
I fuperintend my farm, and execute plans 
of improvement, the effeds of which I 
enjoy with unfpeakable delight-— Nor do 
1 take lefs pleafure in feeing my tenants 
thrive under my aufpices, and the poor 
live comfortably by the employment 
which I provide — You know I have one 
or two fenlible friends, to whom 1 can 
open all my heart \ a bleffing which, per- 
haps, I might have fought in vain amoilg 
the crowded fcenes of life : there are a 

few 
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few others of more humble parts, whom 
I eftcem for their integrity ; and their 
coover&tion I find inoffenfive, though 
not very entertaining. Finally, I live iti 
the midft .of honeft men, and trudy de« 
pendants, who, I flatter myfeif, have a 
difinterelled attachment to my perfon— 
You, yourfclf, my dear Doctor, can 
Touch for the truth of thef# afler^ 
tions. 

Now, mark the contraflrat London — 
1 am pent up in frowzy lodgings, where 
there is not room enough to fwing a cat ; 
and 1 breathe the fteams of endlcfs pu- 
trefadion j and thefe would, undoubtedly, 
produce a pcftilence, if they were not 
qualified by the grois acid of fea-coal, 
which is itfelf a pernicious nuifance to 
lungs of any delicacy of texture : but 
even this boafted corrcdor cannot pre- 
vent thofe languid, fallow looks, that 
diftinguifii the inhabitants of London 
from thofe ruddy fwains that lead a coun- 
try-life-- 1 go to bed after mid-night, 

jaded and reftlefs from the diffipations of 
the day— I ftart every hour from my 
fleep, at the horrid noife of the watch-, 
men* bawling the hour through every 
ibreet, and thundering at every door ; 3 
iet of ufeleis feUows, who ferve no other 

B 3 pur- 
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purpofe but that of difturbing the repofe 
of the. inhabitants ; and by five o'clock I 
(lart out of bed, in confequence of the 
^ili more dreadful alarm made by the 
country 'Carts, and noify ruftics bcllqw* 
ing green peafe under my windaw. tfl 
would drink water, I muft quaff the 
fnaukiOi contents of an open aque^ui^ 
expofed to all manner. of dfifil^npervt ; of 
fwallow that which comes from the rivei^ 
Thames, impregnated with all the iUth 
of London and Weftminfter— ^Human 
excrement is the lead olfenfiye part of th^ 
concrete, which is compofed of all the 
drugs, minerals, and poifons, ufed in me? 
chanics and manufadlure, enriched with 
the putrefying carcaies of bc^afts: afid men % 
and mixed vvith the £poiiriags of a^U thi9 
waCh-tubs, kfnQels^ and Gommoii few^$t 
withii> thebill^ of moctaiUty, 

This is the Agreeable pocaiiofi, ey tolled 
hy the Londoners, as the fined wat^ m 
the univerfe— «>As to the intoj^icating pa- 
tion, fold for wine, it is a vile,, unpalat* 
able, and pernicious rpphifticatjon, baU 
derdafted with cyder, cornfpirit, and the 
}juice of floes* In an a<9:ion at law^^ laid 
againil a carQiafi for having ftaved a 
f a(k of poct» it appeared from the evi<- 
dencc of the cooper, that there, werc^ doc 

above 
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above five gallons of real wine in the 
Whole pipe, which held above a*hundrcd» 
and even that had been brewed and adul<» 
terated by the merchant at Oporto, The 
btead I eat in London^ is. a deleterious 
pafte, mixed up with chalky aVum, atid 
bonc'-aihes ; idfipid to the cade, and de-» 
firuAive to the conftitution. The good 
people are not ignorant of thi» adultera^ 
tion; but they prefer it to wholfonfiQ 
j^eady becaufe it is whiter than the meal 
of com : iliu» they £icrifice their tafte ami 
their healthy and. the. lives of their tender 
iitfaots, to a unoft abfurd gratification oi 
a qfitfjudging eye $ and the nsiiUer, or tbet 
^ker^ i3:oi)ltge(d to poifon them aqd tbdr 
Amirie^ 19 order tO; ttye by his profdP* 
fiofij The fame monftimt^ depravity ap^ 
fears in^hcic veal^ which is: bleached by! 
lepeated bleedings, and other villanot}9 
art6^ till tbtre is not a drop of juice left 
in the body, and the poor animal is p$^ 
ralytic before it dies ; k> void of all tafte^ 
fKMsrifhmentf and favour^ that a man 
'might dine as comfortably oil a white 
fricafee. of kid^-fkin gloves^ or chip hata 
from Leghorn. 

As they have difcharged the natural 
coloiai* from their breads their butchers- 
taeat, and poukry,^ their cutlets, ragouts, 

fi + fri. 
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fricafl^es, and fauces of ail kfnds; fb 
they infift upon having the complexion of 
their pot-herbs mended, even at the 
hazard of their lives. .Perhaps, you will 
hardly believe they can be fo mad as to 
boil their greens with brafs half-pence, in 
order to improve their colour ; and yet 
nothing is more true — Indeed, without 
this improvement in the colour, they have 
DO perfonal merit. They are produced inr 
an artificial foil, and tafte of nothing but 
the dunghills, from whence they fpring. 
My cabbage, cauliflower, and *fparagus. 
in the country, are aJ much fuperior m 
flavour to thofe that arc fold in Govcnt- 
garden, as my heath-mutton is to that of 
'St. JamcsVmarkct^ which, in faft,. is 
neither lamb nor mutton, but fomething 
betwixt the two, gorged in the r^nk fens 
ef Lincoln and Eflex, pale, coarfe, and 
frowzy— As for the pork, it is an abomi* 
nable carnivorous animal, fed with horfe* 
fieih and diftillers grains ; and the pouU 
fry is all rotten, in confequence of a ftycr^, 
occafioned by the infamous praftice of 
fewing up the gut, that they may be 
the fooner fattened in coops, in confe- 
quchce of this cruel retention. 
* Of the fifh, 1 need fay nothing m this 
hot weather, but that it comes (ixty, fe- 

venty. 
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^nty, fouricore, and a hundred milei 
\)Y laad-carriage ; a circuniftance fufii- 
cienr, without any comment, to turn a 
Dutchman's ftomach, even if his nofe was 
not faluted in every alky with the fwcet 
flavour of frejb mackarct, felling by re- 
tail—This is not the feafon for oyfters ^ 
neverthelefs, it may not be amifs tfo men* 
tion, that the right Cokhefter are kept 
m (lime-pits, occadonally overflowed by 
the fea ; and that the green colour, fo 
much admired by the voluptiaaries of this 
metropolis, is occaGoned by the vitriolic 
fcum, which rifes on the furface of the 
fiagnant.and ftinking water — Our rab«- 
bits are bred and fed in the poulterer's 
cellar, where they have neither air nor 
exercife, confequently they muft be firm 
in flefli, and delicious in flavour; and 
there is uo game to be bad for love or 
money. 

It mvift be owned, that Cbvent-garden 
affords fome good fruit ; which, how-' 
ever, is always engroffed by a few indi* 
viduals of over grown fortune^ at an ex- 
orbitant price '^ fo that little elfe than the 
refufe of the market fells to the fliare of 
the community ; and that is diftributed by 
&]cb filthy hands, as I cannot look at 
without loathing. It was^ but ytfterday 

R 5, that: 
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tkat I favr a dirty^ barro«»bua(cr m the 
ftreet, cleaning her dufty fruit widi her 
own ipiule; and» who knows butiboM 
fine lady of St. James's parifii might ad-- 
mit into ber delicate roomh thofe v&y 
cherries, which had been rolled and 
moiftened between the fUthy^ and, pcr^ 
haps, ulcerated chops of a St. Gileses 
huckfter'-*! noed not dwell upon the paU 
lid, contafnioated mafii» which they call 
ftr^wberrieS: ; foiled and coded by greafy 
paws thro^h twenty bafkets crufted 
^ith dkt; and then prefented with the 
worft milk,, thickened with the worft 
flour, into a bad likenefs of cream : but 
the milk icfelf fhould not pafs unanalyfed^ 
the produce of faded cabbage^leaves and 
four dcaflT, lowered with hot water, froths 
cd with hruifed fnails, carried througb the 
{treet;s in; open pails, expofed to foul 
rinfings, difcharged from doors and win^ 
dows, fpictle,^ fnot, and tobacco-quids 
from foot-paflfengers, over-flowings from 
mud-carts» fpatterings from coadi-wheels4 
dirt and trafti chucked into it by roguiih 
boys for thej6ke*s-fake, the fpewingsof 
infants, who have flabbered in the tin* 
nieafure, which is thrown back in that 
<:onditior) acnong the milk, forthebeocf 
tit of the nestt euftomet; aad,.fii»illffc 

the 
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the vermiii thast drops from the rags of 
the tia&f drab that vend3 this^ precious^ 
mixture, under the refpe£tabld denomi^ 
nation of milk-raaid. 

I fbali conclude this catalograe of Lon- 
don dainties, widi that table-beer, guilts 
lefs of hops and malt, vapid and nau- 
feoxus ; much fitter to facilitate the opera^ 
tion of a vomit, than to quench thirft and 
promote digcftion i the tallowy raocid 
mais, called butter, manufaftufed with 
candle*greafe and kitchen-llufFv ^nd their 
ftefli eggs, imported from^ France and 
Scotland,— —-Now, all thefe enormities 
flaight bc« remedied with a very little at- 
oemton to the article of police, or civii 
Kguiation ; but the wife patriots of Lon-- 
don have taken it into their heads, that 
aU regulation is inconfiftent with liberty i, 
and that every man ought to live in his. 
€M«n way, without reftraint-— Nay, as- 
there is not fenfe enough left among 
tiiem, to be difcompofcd by the nuifances. 
i have mentioned, they may, for aught- 
i care, wallow in* the mire q£ their own^ 
poHution. 

A companionabSe m^n wiir, undoubt- 
edly, put up with many incohveniences 
tM the fake of enjoy ing agreeable ibciety*. 
A facetious frierk^ of mine ufed to fay^ 
flM wme Gi^tttd not be bad, where the^ 

B 6 com- 
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(Company was agreeable ; a maxim wbicfrw 
however, oughc- to be taken cum grand fih 
lis :■ but what is the foeiety o£ London^ 
that I ihould be tempted,^ for its fake, ton 
mortify my fenfes, and compound with' 
fuch unclean^iefs as my foui abhors ? Aik 
tbe people 1 fee, are too. much eBgmfled> 
by fchemes of inrcrcft or ambition^ . tOi 
have aay roonti left for fentiment or 
friendihip-^Even in fpme of my old acr 
quaintance, thofe fchemes^ and purfuit^; 
have obliterated all traces of our former 

connexion Converfation is reduced tOt 

party-difpures, and illiberal altercation—rs 
Social commerce, to formai* vifits and; 
card-playiflg— If you pick up a divM:rting> 
original by accident, ii may be dangerous, 
to amufe yourfelf with his oddities — He^ 
is generally a tartar at bottom ; a fharper^ 
a fpy, or a lunatic. Every perfon yoik 
deal with endeavours to over-reach you> 
in the way of bufinefs ; you are preyed: 
upon by idle mendicants, who beg in the> 
phrafe erf borrowing, and live upon ih^ 
fpoils of the ftranger — .Your tradefmea 
are without confcience, your friends with?^ 
out affedkion, and your dependants without 
fidelity. — 

My letter would fwell into a treatiie^ 
were I to particularize every caufe of of- 
fence that fills up the meafure of my 

aver- 
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aTcrfion to this^ and every other crowded 
city— .Thank Heaven 1 I am not (o far 
fucked into the vortex, bat that I caa 
difengage myfelf without any great effort 
ef philofophy — From this wild uproar of 
koiavery, folly^ and impertinence^ I jQjaU 
fly with double relilh to the ferenity oi'rc- 
tirement^ the cordial effufions of unre- 
ferved fricndlhip, the hofpitallty and.pro* 
teftion of the rural gods ; inia word, the 
jjucunda oilivia vita^ which Horace him« 
fclf had not tafte enough to enjoy.— 

I have agreed for a good . travelling:* 
coach and four,., at a guinea aday^ foiv 
three months certain ; and next vweek we 
intend to begin our journey to the North,. 
hoping ftill to be with you by the lat«- 
ter endof Odober-^**-?^ fliall continue, to 
write from cviery ftagc where we mako 
aay confiderable bait, as often as an^ 
thing occurs, which I think can afford 
you the leaft amufement* In the mean 
»me^ I muft beg you. will fiiperintendp 
fhe csconomy of Barns,, with, refped: to 
my hay and corn harvefts •, aflured that 
my ground produces nothing but.wbaii 

you ttUiy freely call your own^ On any 

other terms 1 Ihould be aihamed to fub« 
icribe myfelf 

yourunvariablc friend^. 

Loiidofi» June %i MaXT. BrAMBLC. 
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To Sir Watkin PHiLtiPs^ Bar*. o€' 
Jefus college, Oxon. 

i)EAR PHILLIPS, 

IN ^ny lafty I mentioned my having, 
fpeflt an eventng with a focieqr of authors^ 
who feemfid - to be jealous and afraid of 
one anocber. My uncle was not at att 
forprifed to hear me fay I was di&ppoiiu^f 
jid ir^ rheir converfacioti, ^ A man mayt 
** be very entertaining and inftru^bive 
^ upon paper, (faid he) and exceedinglji 
«< dull ifi> common difcourfe. I have-ofciN 
^ ferved, that thofe who fliine mo(b ia 
V private company, are but fecondarjit 
M ftars \a trhe conftellation of g€ntu& — A 
^^ imall ftock of ideas is more eaiiJy. m»i 
^' naged, aind fooner diiplayed, thaa ai 
<* great qiuafitaty crowded together. J'hfrc 
^ is very feldom any thing extraordinarji 
^ in the appearance and addrefs .of a good 
*^- writer i whercas^aduU author geacfaUji 
«< diilinguifhes himfelf by fome. oddtfty o« 
I* extravagance. For this reafon^ I fancy, 

*' that 
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** an a^mbly of Grubs muft be very di- 
•* vcrting/*^ 

My corioficy being excited Irf this hirit; 
I confulted my friend Dick Ivy, who un- 
dertook to gratify it the very next day, 
which was Sunday laft*-— He carried m^ 

to dine with S , whom you and I have 

long known by his writings. — He lives in 
the flcirts of the town^ and every Sunday 
his houfe is open to all unfortunate bro- 
thers of the quill, whom he treats with 
beef^ pudding, and potatoes, port, pirnch, 
Md Calvert's entire butt beer. — He has 
fixed upon the firft day of the week fot 
the exercife of his hofpitalky, becauf<^ 
Ibme ^ his guefts could noit enjoy it on • 
any other, for reafons thac I need not ex^ 
^ifi. I was civilly received in a plain« yet 
decent habitation,which opened backwards 
into a very pleafant garden, kept in excel- 
lent order ; and, indeed, I faw none of the 
CMtWard figns of author&ip, either in the 
hooie or the landlord, who is one of tholt 
few writers of the «ge that ftand upori 
their Qi^n foundation, without patponage, 
•nd above dependence. If there warno« 
thing charafteriftic in the entertainer, the 
company made ample amends for his 
want of fingutarity^ 

At 



MS Thb expedition Of 

Ac two in the afterooon, I found my^ 
felf one of ten mefs-mates feaccd at tabic t 
and, I quefkion, if the wliole kingdom* 
could produce fuch another aflemblage of 
originals. Among their peculiarities, I do 
notmenrtion thofe of dreis, whicK^ma^ be 
purely accidental. What ftruck me were 
oddities originally produced by aiFeda- 
tiOR, and afterwards confirmed by habic 
One of them wore fpedlacles at dinner^ 
and another, his hat flapped ; though (a^ 
Ivy told me) the firft was noted for hav- 
ing a Teaman's eye^ when a bailiff was in 
the wind ; and the other was never known 
to labour under any weaknefs or defeat of 
vtfion, except about 5ve years ago, when 
be was complimented with a couple of 
black eyes by a j^layer, with whom he 
had quarrelled ia his. drink. A third 
wore a laced ftocking^ and made uTe c^ 
crutches, becaufe, once in» his life, he 
had been laid up with a broken leg^ 
though no man could leap over a fticla 
with more agility. A fourth had con<^ 
tradted fuch an antipathy to the country^ 
that he infiftedupo&futingwith^ his back 
towards the window that looked into the 
garden, and when, a di(h of cauliflowes 
was fet upoathe table,, he fauffed up vo^ 

latik: 
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Utile falts to keep bim from faimmg; 
yet this delicate perfon was the fon of a 
cottager, born under a hedge, and had 
iMny years run wild among afles on a 
c^dtnmon, A fifth afiefted diftradion-^ 
When fpoke to, he always anfwered froni 
the purpofe — ^fometimes he fuddenlyftart*^ 
ed up, and rapped out a dreadful oath— ^ 
ibmetimes he burll out a-laughing — then 
he folded his arms, and fighed — and then 
he hiflTed like fifty ferpents. 

At firft, I really thought he was mad» 
and, as he fat near me, began to be under 
fome apprehenfions for my own fafety, 
when our^andlord, perceiving me alarai- 
ed, aflured me aloud that I had nothing 
to fear. ** The gentleman (faid he) it 
^' trying to aft a part, for which he is by 
*^ no means qualified — if he had all the 
^* inclihation in the world, it is not in his 
f* power to be mad. His fpirits are tOQ 
?• flat to be kindled into frenzy." " *Tis 
♦* no bad p-p-puff, how-ow-evef (obferv- 
^ ed a perfon in a tarniflied laced coat): 
•* aff-ffefted m-madnefs w-will p-pafs for 
•* w-wit w-with nine-ninct-teen out of 
!* t-twenty.*'^ — " And affcfted ftuttering 
t*^^for humour : replied our landlord, tho% 
<* God knows, there is no affinity betwixt 
^ them/* It fcems, this wag, after hav^ 

ing 
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ihg made fbme abortive attempts id 
plain fpeaking, baid recourfe to this de-^ 
fcft, by means of which he frequently ear-* 
forced the laugh of the company, without 
ihe leaft expence of genius ; and that im« 
perfe&iofi^ which he had at firft coufiter^ 
feited, was now heccmse fa habitual, that 
ke could not lay it a&ie* 

A certain winking genius^ who word 
yellow gloves at dinner, had, on bis firft 
introdudion^ taken ftich offence at S * " » 
becaufe he looketd and talked^, and ate 
tad drank like any other man, that ht 
fpoke comcnaptuoufly of his underftand^ 
ing crer after, and never woukL repeat 
hia ridz^ until he had exhibited the fplt* 
lowmg proof o£ his. eapnice.: Wat Wyvilj 
the poet,^ hairing made fame uofucceisfu) 
advaaaes texwards. aa intimacy with &*^i 
a£ laft g8v« kim tQ<ufickrftand, by ai third 
perfon, chat he had written a poiem in his 
praifei and a fat ire againft his perfoni 
that if he would admit him to his hottfej 
the &*& fliotikl be tmmcdiafiely fent M 
prefs ; bat that if he pctB&ed in declining 
his friondfhip, he wouid pubUihthe fatirti 
Vithouc delay. S " ■ replied, that htJ 
looked upon WyviPs panegyrick, as irt 
e&A, afpecies of infamy^ and would te-* 
lent it accordingly witb a. good cudgel % 

/ ■ hut 
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but if b^ puhLiihed the fttire, lie might 
deferv^ his compaflion^ and had nothing 
(o fear from his revenge. Wyvil, having 
confidcred the alcernadve, re(olved to 
mortify S — by printing the panegyrick^ 
for which he received a found driabbingi^ 
Then he fwore the peace againil the ag- 
grefibr, who, in order to avttid a prole*- 
cution at law, admitted him to his good 
graces. It was the (ingularity in S— -^ — *s 
€ondii& on this occafion, that reconciled 
bim to the yellow^gloved phiiofopher* 
who^ owned he bad fbme genius, and 
from that period cukivated bis acquaint* 
tance* 

. Cyriou« to know^ upon whatfub]^^ 
the ieveuL talent of my. leUow-gueflj» 
ivcre empl|(^dr I applied to (tty comma* 
luc^ye. friend Dick Ii(C7,whogavftmf t« 
underftand, that moil of them were^ oe 
hiA bcra^ underib^perr, of jotirneymens, 
tx> mofe creditable authors, for wbont 
^y translated, collated, and compiled^ 
in (he bufinefs of book- making ; and thaft 
a^li of them had, ai different times, laV 
boured in the fervice of our landlord^ 
tbougb they had now fet up for them* 
ieli^s in various departments of literature«^ 
Not only their talents, but alfo their na- 
tions and dialedls were £6 various, tbat 

our 
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our converfattott rdembled the confufion 
of tongues at Babel. We hiid the Iriib 
brogue, the Scotch accent, and foreign 
idiom, twanged off by the mod diicor- 
dant vociferation ; for, as they all fpok^ 
together, no man had any chance to be 
heard, unlefs he could bawl louder than 
his fellows. It muft be owned, however^ 
there was nothing pedantic in their diP 
eourfe ; they carefully avoided all learn- 
ed difqutfitions, and endeavoured to be 
facetious; nor did their endeavours al- 
ways mifcarry— — fome droll repartee 
pafled, and much laughter was excited ; 
and if any individual loft his temper fo" 
far as to tranfgrefs the bounds of deco- 
rum, he was efiedually checked by the 
nsafter of the feaft, who exerted a Ibrt of 
paternal authority over this irritable^ 
tribe. ' 

The moft learned philofopher of the 
whole cdleAion, who had been expelled 
the univerfity for athetfm, has made great 
progrefs in a refutation of lord Boling- 
broke's metaphyfical works, which is faid 
to be equally ingenious and orthodoxy 
but, in the mean time, he has been pre- 
iented to the grand jury as a public nui« 
fance, for having blafphemed in an alcr 
Aioufc on the Lord's day. The Scotch-' 

maa 
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man gives leifhires on the pronunciation 
of the £ngliih language, which he is novir 
publilhin^ by fubfcription. 

The Irilhman is a political writer, and 

foes hj the name of my Lord Potatoe. 
le wrote a pamphlet in vindication of a 
minifter, hoping his zeal would be re- 
warded with fome place or penfion ; but 
finding himfelf neglected in that quarter, 
he whifpered abouty that the pamphlet 
was written by the minifter himfelf, and 
he publiihed an anfwer to his own pro- 
duftion. In this, he addrefled the author 
under the title of your lordjhip with fuch 
fclemnity, that the public fwallowed the 
deceit, and bought up the whole impref« 
JOk>n. The wife politicians of the metro- 
polis declared they were both mafterly 
performances, and chuckled over the 
flimfy rtveries of an ignorant garretteer, 
as the profound fpeculations of a veteran 
ftatefman, acquainted with all the lecrets 
of the cabinet. The impofture was deteft- 
ed in the fequel, and our Hibernian pam- 
phleteer retains no part of his aflumed 
importance, but the bare title of my hrd^ 
and the upper part of the table at the po« 
tatoe-ordinary in Shoe-lane. 

Oppofite to me fat a Piedmontefe,*who 
had obliged the public with a humoroiis 

faure. 
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fatire, ii\tmlcdyfbe Balance of the Englrjh 
Paeif^ a performance which evinced the 
great modefty and tafte of the author^ 
and, In particular, hrs intimacy with the 
elegancies of the Englifli language. The 
fage, who laboured under the «yf e)(PoC»«i 
or Imror 4f green fields^ had juft finiftied a 
ireatife on pra6Hcal agriculture/ though, 
in faft, be had never fcen corn growing in 
his life, and was fo ignorant of grain, that 
our entertainer, in the face of the whole 
com'pany, made him own, that a plate of 
hominy was the heft rice pudding he had 
ever eat* 

The ftutterer had almoft finilhed his 
travels through Europe arid part of Afiai 
without ever budging beyond the liberties 
of the King's Bench, except in term-time^ 
wifh a tipftafffor hi^ companion ; and as 
for little Tim Cropd^le, the mSft face- 
tious member of the whole fociety, he 
had happily wound up the cataftrophe.of 
a virgin tragedy, from the exhibition of 
which he promifed himfclf a large fund 
of profit arnd reput?atiori. Tim had made 
fliift to live tnany years by writing novels, 
at the ratlc of ffve pounds a volurhe; bul 
that branch of bufinefs is' now engrofled 
by female authors; who publilh merely 
for the propagation of vircue, with (o 

much 
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muck cafe and fpiriCt and delicacy, and 
kaowfedge of the human heart, and all 
in the ferene tranquillity of high life, that 
the reader is not only Jnchanted by their 
gema$, but reformed hy their morality. 

After dinner, we a^aurned iato the 
garden, where, I obfervjed, Mr. S n ■ t 
gave a ibort fepai-ate audience to every in«4 
dividual in a fmaU remedy filbert walk^ 
from whence moft of them dropt off 
one after another, without further cere<i 
mony ; but they were replaced by frelh 
recruits of the fame clan, who came to 
make an afternoon's vilit.; and, among 
other^$, a fpruce bookfeller, called Sir- 
kin, who rode his own gelding, and msde 
his appearance in a pair of new jemmy 
boots, with mafiy fpurs. of plate. It wa» 
not without rea (on, that this midwife o£ 
the Mufe^ ufed \ exercife a-horfeback, for 
he was too fat to walk a-foot, and he un<» 
derwent tome farcafms from Tim Crop- 
dale, on his unweildy fize and inaptitude 
for motion. Birkixi,. who took umbraget 
at this poor author's petulance iii prefum- 
ing to joke upon a man fo much richer 
than himfclff told him, he wasnotfoiin^ 
weildy but that he. could move the Mar- 
Qialiea court for a writ, and even OMertako 
iiim with it» if ^he did noc very, fpeedily^, 

come 
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> come md fettfe accounts with i^tn^ m^ 
fpedting the expence of publi&ing his laft 
Ode to the king of Pru(I]a» of which he 
had ibid but three, and one of th^tn;!9?a$ 
to Whitefield the methodift. Tim.ftfS»^«* 
cd to receive this intimation with good 
humour, faying, he ezpeded in a poft ov 
cwot-from Pocfdam, a poem of thanks 
from his Pruflian majefty, who knew very 
well how to pay poets in their own coin ; 
but, in the mean time, 1^ propofedj that 
Mr. BirJcin and he (hould run three times 
round the- garden for a bowl of punch, to 
^ drank at Alhley's in the evening, and 
he would run boots againft ftockings. 
The bookfellcr, who valued himfelf upon 
his mettle, was perfuaded to accept the 
challenge, and he forthwith refigned hts 
boots to Cropdale, who, when he had 
put them on, was no bad reprefentation 
of captain Piftol in the play. r 

• Every thing being adjufted, they ftart- 
ed together with great, impecuoflty, and, 
in the iecond round, Birkin had clearly 
the advantage, larding the Uan earib as Be 
puffed ah»g. Cropdale had no mind to 
contefl the vidory further \ but, in a 
twinkling, difappeared through the \>zck^ 
door of the garden, which opened into^ 
private lane, that had convnunicdtion 

with 
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i*ith the high road. — The fpcflators itn- 
mediately began to hollow, «* Stole away V* 
and Birkin fet 06F in purfuit of him with 
great eagerneis ; but he had not advanced 
twenty yards in the lane, when a thort) 
running into his foot, fent him hopping 
back into the garden, roaring with pain» 
and fwearing with vexation. When he 
waa delivered from this annoyance by the 
Scotchman, who had been bred to furge* 
ry, he looked about him wildly, exclaim- 
ing, " Sure, the fellow won't be fuch a 
^^ rogue as to run clear away with my 
•• boots P* Our landlord, having recon* 
iioitred the (hoes he had left, which, in« 
deed, hardJy defcrved that name, **Pray, 
♦* (faid he) Mr. Birkin, wa'n*t your boots 
^ made of calf.flcin f ^* " Calf-lkin or 
•* cow- (kin, (replied the other) Til find a 
^ flip 6f (beep-ikin that will do his bu(i« 
•* ncfs-i— I Jojft twenty pounds by his farce, 
•* which yott perfuaded me to buy — I am 
^* out of potket five pounds by his damn'd 
^ ode; and now this pair of boots, bran 
•* new, edit me thirty fhillings^ as per re- 
<* ceipt.-— But this affair of the boots is 
** felooy-— tranfportation. — Fll have the 
^ dog indited at the Old Bailey----I will, 
** Mr. S-—^. I will be rcvcng'd, even 
Vol. II. C though 
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V though I fliould lofc my debt in cw^ 
♦* fequencc of his convidion/* 

Mr. S faid nothing at prcfcnt^ but 

au:c6mmodated him with a pair of flioes i 
then ordered his fervant to rub him down^ 
and comfort him with a glafs of rum- 
punch, which feenied, in a great meafure, 
to cool the rage of his indignation. " Af- 
*^ ter ally (faid our landlord) this is no 

V more than a humbug in the wayof wic» 

V though it deferves a more refpeftable 
*' epithet, when confidered as an effort of 
** invention. Tim, being (I fuppofe) out 
*' of credit with the cordwainer, fell upon 

// this ingenious expedient to fupply the 
*' want of fhoes, knowing that Mr. Bir- 
«' kin, who loves humour, would him*- 
** felf relifh the joke upon a little reeo^ 
** ledion. Cropdale literally lives by bi& 
** wit, which he has exercifcd upon all his 
** friends in their turns* He once bor^ 
•« rowed my poney for five or fix days t«> 
*< go to Salifbury, and fold him in Smith'- 
** field at his return, 'J'his was a joke of 
<^ fuch a ferious natiire, that,tki the firft 
*' tranfports of my pafEon, I had fame 
" thoughts of profecuting him for horfe^ 
** ftealing •, and even when my refcnt- 
*< menthad in fome meafure jdibfided, as- 

I "he 
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•• he indnftrioufly avoided me, I vowed-, 1 
•* would take fatisfa<5tion on his ribs witK 
•* the firft opportunity. One day, feeing 
•* him ^t fomediftance in the ftreet, coming 
•* towards me, I began to prepare my cane 
•* for aftion, and walked in thefhadow of 
^ a porter, that he might not perceive mc* 

* foon enough to make his efcape ; but, 
^ in the very inftant I had lifted up the 
** inftrumcnt of correiftion, I found Tini' 

* Cropdale metamorphofed into a mifer- 
ablc blind wretch, feelirtg his way v/ith a' 
long ftick from poft to poft, and roll- 
ing about two bald unlighted orbs iti- 
fteadof eyes. I was exceedingly fhocked* 
at having fo narrowly efcaped the con- 
cern and difgrace that would have at- 

** tended fuch a mifapplication of ven- 
** gcance : but, next day, Tim prevailed 
** upon a friend of mine to come and fol-^ 
•* licit my forgivenefs, and offer his note,' 
" payable in fix weeks, for the price of 
" the poney.-— This gentleman gave me 
^* to underJMd, d^at the blind man was 
** no oth^flpjian Cropdale, who having 
" fcen meTdvancing, and gucffing my 
'* intent, had immediately converted him- 
(elf into the objeft aforefaid.— I was fo 
diverted at the ingenuity of the evafion, 
that I agreed to pardon his offence, re- 

C 2 ** fufing 
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•• /ufing bis note^ however, thu I migfct 
*^ keep a profecuiion for feloAy bagging 
^ Over bis head, as a fecurity for his f\» 
«• ture good bebaviour-^But Trmothy 
** would by DO means traft: bimftll i& my 
^ hands till the note was BX:oipttd*^&e^ 
^ he made his appearance at mydoor ai 
**' a blind beggar, and impofed in focb k 
^*^ manner upon my man» who badbeeft 
*^'his old acquaintance and potcompa^ 
♦* nion, that the fellow threw the door lA 
*• his face, and even threatened to give 
*^ him the baflinado. Hearing a noife ia 
^ the ball, I went thither, and tmme*. 
** diately recollcfting the figure I bad* 
*^ palTed in the ftreet, accofted him by his. 
^^ own name, to the unfpeakable aftoniih** 
*• ment of the footman/* » 

Birkin declared be loved a joke as well 
as another ; but afked if any of the coti)** 
pany could tell where Mr. CropdalC' 
lodged, that he might fend him a propo-* 
fal about reftitution, before the boot#> 
fhould be made awayVitb.^" I would* 
«* willingly give him a pair cWiew (hoes, . 
<< (faid he) and half a guinea into thebaf- 
•* gain, for the boots, which fitted mfe^ 
** like a glove; and 1 fban't be able to 
«* get the fellows of them till the good 
^ weather for riding is over." The ftut-. 

tcring 
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tcring i/m declared, that the only &cret 
^htch Ci*apdak ever kept, was the plac« 
€if;liis lodgjQgs; but, kc believed, that| 
dtirmg iheh^aisof Aimmer, he commpnii' 
lyrttook his repofe vpM a bulk, or indul" 
^ed him&ll^ in fceico, with one of the 
kennel*iiyinphs;^ under live portico of S^* 
Mariin'is church. ^^ Pox on him ! (cried 
^^thc bookfeUer) ht might as well have 
^ taken my whip andfpura— In that cafc^ 
f^ he might have been tempted to fteal 
^ another -hotfe, und then he would have 
^* rid 10 tlic devil of cotirfe,*^ 

After totkty 1 took my leave of Mr. 
S-^ — , with proper acknowledgemenu 
ef his civility, and was extremely well 
pfealed with the entertainment of the day, 
^ough not ^t fatisficd, ¥nth refpe^t to 
aihe natvire of this connexion, betwixt a 
man of<:harader in the literary world, and 
a parcel of aiathorlings, who, in all pro* 
bability, would never be able to acquire 
any degree of reputation by their labours^ 
On this head I interrogated my conductor. 
Pick Ivy, who anfweredmeto thiseffc(5l— 
** One would imagines— had fome view 
^ to hisowinintereS:, in giving countenance' 
** and afliftance to thofe people, whom he 
^ knows to be bad men, as well as bad 
*^ writers j but, if he has any fuch view, 

C 3 "be 
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<^ he will find himfelf difappointed^ fof 
^' if he is fo vain as to imagine h^ caa 
*Vmake them fqbfervient tq^his fchj^mcA 
V of profit or ambition, they arc cun^? 
" jiing enough to make him their proper* 
** ty in the meaa time. Ther? is not pn€ 
** of the company you. have feien tfcday: 
*' {my felf excepted) who /does not^owi^ 
"him particular obligations-^— One. of 
*^ them he bailed butof aipunging-houfdy 
*' and afterwards paid the^ebt — aoother 
^^ he tranflated into jiis family, ^nd Qk>atb-> 
^< ed, when he was tyiped f^t hdlf naked 
•^frpiQJaH ip confcqHeiice><>fiVii^ftJor 
S«. the relief of infotveot.(J*^>tQrsrva thirds 
^ who was reduced \o ^ vio<tlkn Blghu. 
cap, and lived upon iheep^ trouers,. u|> 
three pair of ftairs backward i^) £ui> 
ch^fr-row, , he took i^to prpfcat pay, aiidi 
free, quarters, and .er)aj^le<i him to^itpn 
pear, as a gfi>tleman, wi(;ii^op{.ha^ii)g. 
*> the fear of flier ifi^'s officers JbejFoff .hi* 
** eyes. Thofe who are in diftrefs, he 
** fupplics with money when he has it,. 
" and with his credit when he is out of 
••*calh. Whefl.they wanit* bufin^fs, he 
•* either finds employment for them irihis* 
*^ own fervice, or recon^<i>fnds theUi co 
'♦ bookfellers to execute fome projc^ he* 
*^ has formed for their fubfxftcnce. They* 

" arc 
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•* are always welcome to his tabie^ (which, 
♦* though .plain, is plentiful) and to his 
•• good offices as far as they will gor; and 
^* "when they fee occafion, they make ule 
** of hrs name with the moft petulant fa- 
♦* millarity •, nay, they do not even fcruplc 
'* to arrogate to themfelves the merit of 
*^ fomeor his performances, and have been 
•* known to fell their own lucubrations as 
"the prodiice of his brain. The Scotch- 
•* man you faw at dinner once perfonated 
♦* hrm at anak-houfe in Weft-Smithfield^ 

•* and, in the charafter of S , had 

•• hi« head broke by a cow-keeper, for 
^ having ;fpok€ difrefpeftfully tjf the 
** Chriftiifl religion *, but he took the 
^ kw of kim in his own perfofi, and the 
** affailant was fain to give him ten 
•* pounds to withdraw his aftion.** 

I obferved, that all this appearance of 

liberality on the fide of Mr, S was 

eafily accounted for, on the fuppofitroh 
that they flattered him in private, and en- 
gaged his adverfaries in public ; and yet t 
was aftoniftred, when I recollected that I 
6ftenhadfeen this writer virulently abufed 
in papers, poems, and pamphlets, and Aot 
& pen was drawn in his defence. — " But 
•* you wiH-be more aftoniflied (faid hej 
^whcn I affurc you, thole very guefts 
'^ C 4 ** whom. 
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•^ whom you faw at his table to rday^ were 
V tl^ authors of great pai;t of that abufe r 
•*and he himfclf is well aiware of their 
particular favours^ for .they are alt 
eager to dete^ and betray pne 4rto^ 
*> ther.'**—** But this is doing thie devirs 
^^ work for nothing (cried !)♦ What^ 
^^ihould induce them to revile their bene« 
•* fa^or without provocation ?" *' Env)^ 
(anfwered Dick) is the general incite^ 
ment ; but they are galled by an addi--r 
'* tional fcourge of provocation. . S ■ ■ 
*^ dirc&s a literary journal^ in which thei9 
^* produdions are necefiarily brought tQ 
trial ; and though many of them bavo 
been treated with fuch lenity and f^ 
*• vour as they little defervcd, yet ih* 
*^ flighteft cenfure, , fuch as, perhap%| 
*^ could not be avoided with any preten^ 
*^ fions to candour and impartiality, h^K 
^^ rankkd in the, hearts of thofe author^ 
^^ to fuch a degree, that they have takca; 
'^ immediate vengeance on the critic ii| 
anonymous libels, letters, and lam% 
pooas« Indeed, all the writers of thf 
^^ flgC) good, bad, and indifferent, from 
^^the moment he afTumed this officei 
•* became his enemies, either profef* 
*' fed or in petto, except thofe of. hi« 
^ friends who knew they had nothing t^ 

" ** fear 
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*^fe4r from bi$ ilrifbures ; afid he mirfb Be 

f^ a wifer man than me, wbocan c^H what 

f* advantage or fadsfa£tion he derives 

^ from having brouglic fivch a «eft of 

** hornets abo>ac his^ars." 

f^ -I owoed^ that was a point wtiidi might 

tJef^r^ confidefatiofl ^, but ftill I expfefled 

a dcfire to know his real inoti ves for con- 

linuing his friendship to a Jet of rafca^i 

^ually ungrateful and infignificant. — He 

£iid. Tic dad not pretend to affign any rea- 

Enable motive % that, if the trutli muft 

be told, the man was, ia point <^condAi£t» 

^ moft incoirigiUe fool ; that, though be 

pretenuded to have a knack at hitting off 

characters, he blundered ilraftgcly in the 

#ftribution of his favours, ^Wiich were 

l^eMrally beftowed on (the moft undcferv- 

iBg of thoife^ho had ^ecouife to his aOill- 

WC€% that, indeed, this preference was 

)BOt fo much owing to want of difcern- 

OienC as to want of refoluticm, for i>ehad 

not fortitude enough to refift t%e impor-* 

fonity even of the me^ wortWds; and, 

as he did not know the value of money, 

:there was uery little merit in parting with 

itfo ealily;; that his pride wasgratiSed \n 

leeit^ himfelf courted by fqch a number 

4>f literary dependants; that, probably, 

%e delighted in hearing ;cbcm jcxpoit jxtid 
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traduce one another ; and^ finaU;^, from 
their information, he became acquainted 
with ajl the tranfaflions of Grai>ftreer, 
which he had fome though ta of compiling, 
for the entertainment of the pubitc. 
' I could not help fufpe&ing^ £rom Dick's 
difcourfe, that he had fi>aii particular 
grudge againft S— , upon whofe coo^ 
jdu^t he ha4' piit the worfl: cdnftru^ion it 
would bear 5 and> by dint of crofs-exa- 
iqinatian, I found he was not at all faiis^ 
jged wiih the jcharaAer which had been 
giveu in the Review of his. laft perform 
mance* chough it had been treated ci^itlf ^ 
in confequenee of the author's applieatioti 
to the critic. By all accounts, S-~-^ is 
^Dt without weaknefs and caprice \ but 
be is certainly good-humoured and leivi^ 
li^ced ', nor do I find^ that there \% w^ 
ihuig over-beariRg, cruel, or implacabki 
in his difpofitiom * 

I have dwelt fo long upon authors, 
that you will perhaps fufpeft I intend to 
enroll myfelf among the fraternity 5 bur^ 
if I were aftually qualified for the profef- 
fion, it is at beft but a defperate rcfourcd 
:^g^inll ftarving, as it aSbrds no ptrovifion 
for old age and infirmity. Salmon^ aif 
the age of fourfcore, is now in a garret, 
tQmpiiing matter, at a guinea ^ flieet foi^ 
, \ . ' a mo- 
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a modern hiftorian, who, in point of age, 
might be his grand-child ; and Pfalmo- 
nazar, after having drudged half a century 
in the literary mill, in all the fimplicity and 
abftinence of an Afiatic, fubfifts upon "the 
charity of a few bookfellers, juft fufficient 
to keep him from the parifh — 1 think 
Guy, who was himfclf a bookfellcr, 
ought to have appropriated one wing or 
ward of his hofpital to the ufe of decayed 
authors ; though, indeed, there is nei- 
ther holbital, college, nor work-houfe^ 
within tne bills of niortality, large enough 
to^-corttain the poor of this fociety, com-. 
pofed, as it is, from the refufe of every: 
other profefllon. 

I know not whether you will find any 
amufement in this account of an odd race. 
of mortals, whofe conftitutipn had, t 
own, greatly intercfted the curiofity of 

Yours, 

liOliddn, June !©• t. M£ L J^O R a 
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To Mifs L^TiTiA WiLLn, at Glouceitcn; 

MY DEAR IXTTY; ^ 

THERE is fomething on my fpiriiv' 
which i (houtd not venture to conimuni- 
catcby the poft,,but having the oppor-; 
tunityof Mr$. Brentwood*s return, Ifeize 
it eagerly, to dilburthen my poor heart,' 
which is opprefTed with fear and vexation^ 
— ^OLcttyi what a miferable (icuation it 
is, €0 be without a friend to whom one 
can apply for counfel and conlblatitui ii> 
diftrcfet I hinted in my laff, that oni^^ 
Mr. Barton had been very particular in 
his civilities : I can no longer miftake hi«' 
meaning — ^^he has formally profeflcd him- 
self my admirer f and, after a thoufand. 
afCdukies, perceiving I made hut a cold: 
return to his addreil^s, he had recouric 
to the mediation of lady Griikin, who hasi 
adted the part of a very warm advocate iii , 
his behalf : — but, my dear Willis, bet 
lady Slip overafts her part— -(he not «ftly .: 
cx|t^atial«s on the amplf fortune, the grea^^ 

con- 
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connexions, and the unblemi(bed cliarac* 
ter of Mr. Barton, but ihe take^ the trou* 
bfe td catechife me I and^ two dapago^ 
peremptorily told me, that a girl of myr 
age could not poffibly refift fo many con- 
iideratiofis, if her heart was not pre-en« 
gaged. 

This infinuation threw me into fuch a 
flutter, that fhe could not but obferve 
iny diforder; and^ prefuming upon the 
^ifcovery, infifted upon my making her 
the confidant of my paiHon. But, al- 
though 1 had not fuch command of my* 
felf as to conceal the emotion of mj 
heart, I am not fuch a child as to difcloie 
rts fecrets to a perfon who would certainly 
iife them to its prejudice* I told her, it 
^as no wonder if I was out of counte* 
nance at her introducing a fubjedof con-» 
verfation fo unfuitable to my years and 
inexperience; that I believed Mr* Barton 
was a very worthy gentleman, and I wasi 
much obliged to him for his good opi- 
hion ; but the afiefbions were involuntary^ 
and mine* in particular, had as yet made 
no conceOions i& his favour «^ She (hoolc 
her head with ^n air of diftruft that made 
me tremble i and ob&r ved, that if my af^ 
fe£Uohs were free, they wouJd fubmit ta 
<6e decifion of prudence, eipecially vhea 



38 The EXPEDITION of 

enforced by the authority of thofe who 
had a right to direft my conduft. 1 his 
remark implied a dcfign to intereft my 
oncle or my aunt, perhaps my brother,, 
in behalf of Mr, Barton's paffion ; and I 
-am fedly afraid that my aunt* is already 
gained over. Yefterday in the forelioon^. 
he had been walking with us in the Park,^ 
and flopping in our return at a toy-fhojp,. 
he prcfented her with a very fine fnufF- 
box, and me with a gold etuis, which t 
fefolutely refufcd, till flie commanded 
fyie to accept it on pain of herdifplea- 
furc : neverthelefs, being ftill unfatisfied 
with refpeft to the propriety of receiving 
this toy, I fighified my doubts to m^ 
brother, who faid he would confult my^ 
tincle on the fubjeft, and feemed to think; 
Mr. Barton had been rather premature in 
his'^prefents. 

* What will be the rtfult of this conful- 
tation. Heaven knows-; but I am afraid' 
It will produce an explanation with Mr/ 
Barton, who will, no doubt, avov^ his 
paffion, and follicit their confent to < 
connexion which my foul abhors; forj 
my deareft Letty, it is not in my power to 
love Mr. Barton, even if my heart was, 
untouched by any other tenderriefs. Noq 
that there is any thing difagreeablc abouif 

his 
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his pcrfon, but there is a total want of 
that nnmeteft charm which captivates and 
controuls the inchanted fpirit— at Icaft*^ 
he appears to tne to have this defeft \ but 
if he had all the engaging qualtficatioffS 
which a man can poffefs, they would b^ 
excited in vain againft that conftancy, 
w"hich, I flatter myfclf,is thecharafterrftic 
of my nature. No, rhy dear Willis, I may 
be involved ip frefh troubles, and I Be- 
lieve I fhall, from the importunities of this 
gentleman arid the violence of my re^^ 
lations; but rny heart is incapable of 
chatige. 

You know, T put no faith in dreams j 
and yet I have been much difturbed by 
one that vifitcd me laft night. — I thought 
I was in a church, where a cet'tain perfoni 
whom you know, was onr the point of be- 
ing married to my aunt^ that the clergy- 
man was Mr; Barton, and that poor for- 
lorn I flood weeping in a corner, half 
naked, and without flioes or.ftockings.— • 
Now, I know there is nothing fo childifh 
as to be moved by thofc vain illufions | 
but, neverthelefs. In fpite of all my rea- 
fon, this hath made a ftrong imprcffion 
ppon my mind, which begins to be very 
gloamy. Indeed, I have another more 
fubWantial caufc of afflidlion— I have fome 

re- 
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Tcligious fcriiples, my dear friend, which 
lie heavy on my confcience.?— ^I was per- 
fuaded to gG to the Tabernaclir,>i^her^ I 
heard a xii^ourfe that affeded me deeply^ 
|— I have prayed fervcjuly to be enlightcn- 
icd, hut ^s yet I am not icnfibk of chcfe 
inward motions, thofe operatioiis of grace^ 
which are thefignsof a regenerated Q)iric j 
and therefore I begin to be in terrible 
^prehenfions about the Aate of my poor 
JouL Some of our family iiave had very 
uncommon accefliona, particularly my 
aunt and Mrsi. Jenkins, who fometimea 
Ijpeak as if they were really infpircd; fo. 
that I am not like to want for cither ex- 
hortation or example, to purify mjf 
thoughts, and recall them from the vam- 
cies of this world, which, indeedi^ I woul<i 
willingly rcfign, if it was in ray power 
|>ut to make this (acrifice, I muft be en- 
abled by fuch affiftancefrom above as hath^ 
ftotyet been indulged to 

Tour unfortunate friend, 

* * 



•--" 

9 






HUM^PHRY CLINKER. 4*. 



1^ 4n^#^^4h^«"«-44»«"^<4>^«^'^hH^ 



, To Sir Watkik Phillips, of 
Jefus college, Oxonu 

TEAR PHILLrPS, 

« - ' 

. THE moment I received your letter, I 
began to execute your commiffion— With 
the «fiiftance of mine hod at the Bull and 
Gate, L difcovtrcd the place to which* 
your fijgitive valet had retreated, and 
taxed him with his di{honefty~-Tb€ feU 
low .was in manifeft confufion at fight of 
i»e, but he denied the charge with great 
4:onfidence, till I told him, thatJf he 
^ould give up the watch, which was a 
fumily. piece, he might keep the nK)ney 
and the clothes, and go to the devil hU 
own way, at his leifure ; but if he reject* 
ed this propofaU 1 would deliver him 
forthwith to the conftable, whom I had 
provided for that purpofe, and he would 
carry him before thejuftice without fur* 
ther delay. After fome hefitation, he 
defired to fpeak with me in the next room, 
whe« he produced the watch, with all 

ita 
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its appendages, and I have deliycred it to 
our landlord, to be fent you by the firft 
fefc conveyance So much for buft- 

I fliall grow vaiii, upon your faying you 
find entertainment io ray letters ; barren, 
as they certainly are, of incident and im- 
portance, becaufe your amufement muft 
arife, not from the matter,, but from the 
manner, which you know is aU my own 
—Animated, tberefbrt, by the appfoba- 
cbn <^ a peribn, whofe nice tafle and 
cottfummate judgment I can no lotige^ 
dodbt, il wiilchearftilly proceed with^oa^ 
tnemoirs^^A)' it is determined we Ika^H 
fet:<90t next w«ek Ibr If^of^cOyire, I went 
to-day in the fottMon with my uncle to 
fee a carriage, belonging to a coach* 
maker in' our neighbottrbobd-^Turning 
down a narrow lane, behind Lx>ngacre; 
wc percei?ed a crowd of people Handing 
At a door *, which; it feems, opened into 
a kind of a methodift meeting, and were 
informed, that a footman w^s then hold^ 
ing forth to the congregation within. 
Curious to fee this phcseriomenoni wt 
ft}ueezed intt> the pfece with much diffi^ 
tulty ; and who (hould this preacher be; 
but the identical Humphry Clinker. He 
bad fiNiflied his lermen, and given #ut *i 
• ' pfalm, 
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piyni» ihe firft ftavc of which he fung 
with pecuKar graces—- — But if wc w^r^ 
aft0iHifaed to fee Clinker in thte pidpic# 
we were akogecher confoufifded at &idr> 
ing all the females of .our family among 
the audience— ^Thei^ was lady Grifltim^ 
Mrs. Tabitha Branoble, Mrs. Winifred 
Jen^kins, my After .Ukdiy, amd Mr. Bar"* 
fcmt and all of them joined in tixe pidi^ 
aaodyi with ftrong marks of devo4Mfiu 

. I oould hardly keep my gravity on thit 
ludicrous: occafion ; but old .&)uare-toe9 
was diffesently afie<3^d?*^Tiie firft thing 
that, ft ruck htm,, was the pcefuBq)ti«& of 
hts lacqueyy whom, he crnnoaacdfcdi to 
comt dow^D, with focfa an airof aattho^ 
pky as Humphry did ' not timk proper^ 
to difregard* He defcended instmediato^ 
]y, and ^11. the people were in common 
tioo. Barton, looked exceedingly flseep^ 
ifli, lady Gnikin flirted her ^n, ftfrsj 
Tabby groaned in fprnrit, Liddy changedt 
coonteoance, and Mrs« Joikins fobbed 
as if her heart was breaking— -My uacle^. 
with a fneer^ afked pardon of the ladies,^ 
for having interrupted their devotion^, 
faying^ ' he had particular bofinefs with* 
the preacher^ whom be ordered to call a. 
hackney-coach. This being immediately' 
thought up to the end of the lane, his. 

hand- 
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handed Liddy intd it) and my aunt dti^J 
. I following him, wc drovchotne, with* 
out raking any further notice ^of ^he reft 
^ the company, vfho ftill remained m 
filent aftonifliment. •: ■^rr 

r Mr. Bramble, perceiving Liddf4n$neat 
trepidation) aflum^d a mildtr afpc^t, tid^ 
litng her be under no^concern,^ for he wa^ 
not at all difpieafed ^at any thi^ig file had 
doAc--*^*^ I have no objedtion (faid he) t& 
^ your being religioufly inclined ; but t 
^ don't think myfcrvant is* a proper 
*• gboltly dir«Stor, for a devotee of your 
^ tox and chara^ber^f, in fa&, (as I 
^ rather befieve) your aunt i& not the Ibie 
¥ condiadbefs €t{ this machine — ^* Mr&r 
TaiMthi «iade no anfwer, but threw ^ipr 
the whites of her eyes, as if in the aA of 
€Jacalacion^-4Poor Liddy faid (he had 
BO right to the title of a devotee ; that (be 
thoi^ht there was no harm in hearing a 
^ious difcour(e^ even if it came from a 
lootman, efpocially as her aiint was pre- 
ibnti but that if (be had erred from ig-*' 
0orance, (he hoped he would excufe ir^' 
as ihe could not bear the thoughts of iiv« 
iog under bis difpleafune. 1 he old gen- 
deman, preffing her hand with a tender' 
fmile, faid ihe was a good girl, and that 
tie did not belive her capable of doing 

anjr 
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toy tbiiig that could give hitn tbe kaft 
umbrage or difguft. t ' 

When we arrived at our lodgings, he 
coitiaiaQded Mr. Clinker to attend him 
up ftairs, aixl fpoke to bim in. thci^ 
words—** Since you arc called upon by 
^ the fpirit to preach and to teacb^ it is 
^ high time to lay afide the livery of an 
^ earthly mafter; and, for my part, i 
^ am unworthy to have an apoftle in my 
♦• fervicc— ?* " I hope (faid Humphry) 
^^ I have not failed in my duty to your 
•* honour*—! (hould be a vile wretch if t 
^ did, confidering tbe mifery from wbichr 
** your charity and compaflkm relieved 
^ me — but having an inward admonitiory 

•• of the fpirit *' ** Ap admonition' 

•* of the devil — (cried the Yquire, in » 
^^ paflion) What admonition, you block** 
** head ? — What right bas fuch a feliowr* 
•* as you to fet up for a reformer ?*^ 
^* Begging your honour's pardon, (re-*- 
*^ plied Clinker) may not the new light 
^^ of God's grace (bine upon the poor^ 
^^ and the ignorant in their humility, as^ 
<* well as upon the wealthy^ and the phi- 
** lofopher in all his pride of human 
^ learning ?'* " What you imagine to be 
*> the new light of grace, (faid his nu- 
^ iter) I take to be a deceitful vapour^^ 
V'^ •* glim- 
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*« gliminering through a crack in your 
« upper ftory — In a word, Mr. eiinkcr^ 
•*" I will have no light in my family but 
•« what pays the king's taxes, unleft it 
•« be the Kghc of reafon, which you don't 
^ pretend to follow.** 

*♦ Ah^ fir ! (cried Humjjhry) the light 
•« of reafon, is no more in comparifon ttf 
•* che light I mean, than a farthi^ig can- 
•* die to the fun at noon-i— ** ** Very true,' 
«* (laid uncle) the one will fervc to (hew' 
^ you your way, and the other to daz- 
*f 2le and conf(H3nd your weak brain— ^* 
<* Heark-ye, Clinker, you are either an' 
« hypocritical knave, or a wrong-head- 
** ed enthttfiaft 5 and, in either cafe, un-* 
•* fit for mpy fervite— If you are a quatk' 
** rn fandtity aftd devotion, you will* 
" find it an eafy matter to impofe upon' 
« filly women, and others of crazed un-' 
^ derftanding, who will contribute la- 
** vilhly for your fupport — if you are re- 
*^ ally feduccd by the rev<;riesf of a di- 
** fturbed imagination, tkc fooner you' 
•f lofe your fcnfcs entirely, the better for' 
" yourfelf and the community. In that 
*< cafe, fome charitable perfon might 
"provide you with a dark room and' 
*' ckan ftraw in Bedlam, where it Would 
*♦ ftOt be in your power t© irfefl: others 

" with 
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^ with your fanaticiftn •, whereas, if you- 
" have j oft refledtion enough left ta 
*' maintain the charadtcr of a chofen vef-« 
*' fcl in the meetings of the godly, yoa 
^ and your hearers will be mifled by a 
** Will-i*the*wifp, from one error int€^ 
^ another, till you are pluaged into re- 
•* ligious frenzy ; and then, perhaps, you» 
*' will hang yourfelf in defpair— — ** 
^ Which the Lord of his infinite mercy* 
*' forbid! (exclaimed the affrighted Clin-^ 
f* fcer) It is very poffibie I may be under 
•* the temptation of the devil, who wants? 
** to wreck me on the rocks of fpiritual* 
*' pride — Your honour fays, I am cithef * 
<' a knave or a madman *, now, as I'll 
^' aifure your honour I am no knave^ 
** it follows that I muft be mad ; there-' 
** fore, I bcfecch your honour, upon my' 
*' knees, to take my cafe into confidcua- 
** tion,'that means may be ufed for my 
" recovery — ** 

The 'fquire could not help fmiling at ' 
the poor fellow's fimplicity, and pro- 
mifed to take care of him, provided he * 
would mind the bufineis of his- place, ^ 
without running after the new-light of' 
nvcthodifm : tut Mrs. Tabitha took of- 
fence at his humility, which (he inter- 
preted iiito pooraefs of ipirit and world* 
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ly mindedncfs-^She upbraided him mth 
the want of courage to fuffcr for con- 

icience fake She obierved, that if he 

fliould lofe his place for bearing tefti* 
moiiy to the truth. Providence would not 
fail to find him another, perhaps more' 
advantageous; and, declaring that it 
could not be very agreeable to live in a' 
family where an inquificion was eftablifh-' 
ed, retired to another room in great agi- 
tation. 

My uncle followed her with a lignifi- 
cant k>ok, then, turning to the preacher^' 
•* You hear what my fifter fays — If you' 
" cannot live with me upon fuch terms' 
•* as I ha^e prefcribed, the vineyard of 
•' metbodifm lies before you, and flie' 
•? fecms very well difpofed to reward' 
** your labour — ** *' 1 would not will- 
♦* ingly give ofFende to any foul upon 
>♦ earth (anfwered Humphry) ; her lady«^' 
•^ Ihip has been very good to me, ever' 
•* fince we came to London i and furely 
*^ (he has a heart turned for religions 
'< exercifes ; and both ihe and lady Grif- 
^ kin fihg pfalms and hymns Jike two 

^ cherubims But, at the fame time,/ 

•* Vm bound to love and obey your ho- 
*• nour — It becometh not fuch a poor 
^ ignorant fellow as me, to hold dii^ 

z ** pute 
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*< pute with gcnclemro of rank and learn- 
^ ing-^As for the matter of knowledge, 
^ I s^ no more than a bead in compa* 
** rifonof your honour^ therefore 1 fub- 
^ mit I «nd, . with God's grace, I wiU 
** follow you to the world's end, if yo» 
4* don't think me too far gone to be out 
t< of confinement— " 
• His matter promifed to keep him for 
fome time longer on trid ; then defired 
€0 know in what manner lady Griikin and 
Mn Barton came to join their religious 
Society. He told hjm, that her ladyihip 
was the peiCon who firft carried my aunt 
and fitter to the Tabernacle, whither he 
attended them^ and had his devotion 

kindled by Mr. W 's preaching : that 

he was confirmed in tKis new. way, by the 
preacher's fermons, which he had bcKighc 
and ftudied with great attention: that 
his diicourfe and prayers had brought 
over Mrs. Jenkins and the houfe-maid to 
the fame way of thinkings but as for Mr, 
Barton, be had never feen him at fervice 
before this day, when he came in com« 
pany with lady Griikin— —Humphry, 
moreover, owned that he bad been en* 
couraged to mount the roftrum^ by the 
example and fuccefs of a weaver, who 
wss much followed as a powerful mini- 
fy ol. II. D ftcr: 



^ 
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iber : that on his firft trkl^ he found him* 
ielf under fuch ftrong itnpullions, as 
made him believe ho was- certainly moved 
by the fpirit •, and that he had aflifted iir 
laidy Griikin's, and fcveral private houfes^ 
at. cxcrcifes of devotion* 

Mr. Bramble was ^o fooner informed^ 
that her ladyfliip had a45ted as the primunt 
mobile of this confederacy, than he con- 
<:luded iha had only made ufe of Clinkef 
as a tool, fubfervieiit to the execution of 
fome defignj to the true fecret of which 
he was an utter ftranger — Heobfcrved^ 
^hat her ladyfhip's brain was a perfedb 
mill for prajeds *, and that (he and Tab* 
by had certainly engag<ed in fome fecret 
treaty, the nature of which he could not, 
comprehend. I told him I thought it wa^ 
no difficult matter to perceive the drift 
of Mrs. Tabitha, which was to enfnare 
die heart of Barton, and that in all like- 
lifaood my lady Grifkin a&ed as her auxi- 
liary : that this fuppofition would account 
fi)r their endeavours to convert him to 
methodifm ; an event ^hich would occa* 
fion. a connexion of ioub that might be 
eafily improved into a matrimonial 
union. 

My uncle feenied to be much divert-^ 
4id by the tfaonghtS} of this fcheme'a 

I ffic* 
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Aicceeding; but I gave him to under- 
fiand, that Barton w<a$ pre-engaged: that 
be had the day before made a prefent oi 
an etuis to Liddy, which her aunt hadr 
obliged her ta receive, with a view, no 
doubt, to countenance her own accept* 
ing of a fnuff*box at the fame time : thac 
my fifter having made me acquainted 
with this incident^ I bad deiired an ex- 
planation of Mr. Barton, who declared 
his intentions were honourable, and ex« 
prefled his hope that I would have no ob** 
je^tions to 'his alliance : that I had thank •'. 
ed him for the honour he intended our 
family ; but told him, it would be ne- 
ceffary to coiifult her uncle and aunt,' 
who were her gu^dianst and their appro* 
bacioa being obtained^ I could have no 
obje&ioii to his propofal ; though I was 
perfuaded that no violenee would be of* 
iered to my lifter's inclinations, in a< 
tranfa£bion diat fo nearly intereifaed the 
happtne& of her future life : that he had 
aSured ncte, he fhould never think of a« 
vailing himielf of a guardian's authority, 
uolefff he could render his addrefles agree- 
able to the young lady herfelf ; and that 
he would immediately* demand permiiTion 
of Mr. and Mifs Bramble, to make Liddy 
It tender of his hand and fortune, 

D 2 The 
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The *fquire was not infenfiblc to the 
advantages of fuch a match, and declared 
he would promote it with all his in« 
fluence ; but when I took notice that 
there feemed to be an averfion on the 
fide of Liddy, he faid he would found 
her on the fubjeft ; and if her reludance 
was fuch as would not be eafily overcome, 
he would civilly decline the propofal of 
Mr. Barton •, for he thought that, in the 
choice of a hufband, a young woman 
ought not to facrifice the feelings of her 
heart for any confidcration upon earth*— 
•* Liddy is not fo defperate (faid he) 
^* as to worftiip fortune at fuch an ex- 
•* pence." I take it for granted, this whole 
affair will end in imoke; though there 
feems to be a ftorm brewing in the quar- 
ter of Mrs. Tabby, who fat with all the 
fullen dignity of filence at dinner, feem- 
ingly pregnant with complaint and ex- 
poftulation. As ihe hath certainly mark- 
ed Barton for her own prey, ihe cannot 
pofTibly favour his fuit to Liddy; and 
therefore I exped fomething extraordi- 
nary will attend his declaring himfelf my 
Mer's admirer. This declaration will 
certainly be made in form, as foon as the 
iQver can pick up refolution enough to 
itand the brunt of Mrs. Tabby's difap- 

point* 
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poxncmcQt ; for he is, withouc doubt, 
aware of her dcfigns upon his pcrfon— — 
The. particulars of the denouement you 
(hall know in due feafon : mean while 
I am 

• always yours, 

LofidoA, June 10. J, MeLFORD. 



To Dn Lewis. 

DEAR LEWISi 

THE deceitful calm was of (hort du* 
ration. I am plunged again in a Tea of 
vexation, and the complaints in my 
ftomach and bowels are returned ; fo 
that I fuppofe I fhall be difabled from 
profecuting the excurfion I had planned 
—What the devil hadl to do, to come 
a plague hunting with a lea(h of females 
in my train ? Ycfterday my precious fifter 
(who, by the bye, has been for fome time 
a profeffed mechodift) came into my a- 
partmenty attended by Mr. Barton, and 

D 3 defircd 
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defired an audience with a very ftatelf 
air — ** Brother, (faid flic) this gcnile- 
*' man has fomething to propofe, which 
** I flatter myfelf will be the more accept*- 
*' able, as it will rid you of a trouble* 
" fome companion." Then Mr. Barton 
proceeded to this qffeft — " I am, indeed, 
**. extremely ambitious of heiaig allied lo 
** your family, Mr. Bramble, and I hope 
" you will fee no caufe to interpofe your 
** authority." "As for authority, (faid 
** Tabby, interrupting him with fotne 
** warmth) I know of none that he has 
<* a right to ufe on this occafion — If I 
*■* pay him .the compliment of making. 
*' him acquainted with the ftep I intend 
'* to take, it is all he can expeft in rea- 
«* fon — This is as much as I believe he 
♦* would do by me, if he intended to 
*• change his own -fituation in life— In a 
** word, brother, I am fo fenfible.of Mr. 
•' Barton's ^^traordinary merit, that I 
" hev€ been prevailed upon to alter my 
** refoltition cf^ living a finglc lifCy and to 
** put my liappinefs in his hand's, by 
** vefting iiim with a legal title to my 
*' perfon ^nd fortune, fuch as they arc. 
** T1>e bufinefs at prefent, is to liave the 
•* writings drawn 5 and 1 Ihall be obii- 

^ ged 
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^ g^d to you, if you. will recommend a 
*' lawyer to me for that purpofe-— ** 

You may guefs what an .cfFe6t this 
overture had upon me-, who, from the 
information of my nephew, expefted that 
Barton was to make a formal declaration 
of his paffion for Liddy; I could not help 
gazing in filent aftoniOime^t, aUernately 
at Tabby, and her fuppofed adcnirer, 
^hich iaft'kuDg his head in the moft auk^ 
W0rd confu-fion for a few minutes, and 
then retired on pretence of being fudden- 

ly feized with a vertigo Mrs. Tabitha 

ftffefbed much concern, and would have 
-had him make ufe of a bed in the houfe ;. 
i>ut'he infifted upon going home, tliat he 
9n^ht have recourfe to fome drops, which 
iie kept for Rich emergencies, and his in- 
fiamorata acquiefced — In the mean time I 
was exceedingly puzzled at this adven- 
ture, (though 1 fufpefted the truth) and 
^d not know in what mant)«r to demean 
myfelf towards Mrs. Tabitha, when Jery 
came in and told me, he had juft fecn Mr. 
Barton alight from his chariot at lady^ 
Grilkin's door — Thi-s incident fecmed to 
threaten a vifit from her ladyfhip, with 
which we were honoured accordingly, in 
leis than half ati hour — " I find (faid fhe) 

there has been a match of crofs pur- 

D 4 *' pofcs 
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^^ pofes among you good^ folks ^ and Vm 
*' come to fct you to rights — " So fay- 
ing, ihe prefented me vitith the follow- 
ing billet— 

« Dear Sir^ 

^* I no fooner rccoUeded myfelf front 
♦* the extreme confufion I was thrown ia- 
*^ to, by that unlucky miftake of your 
*' lifter, than I thought it my duty t«^ 
•' aflure you, that my devoirs to Mr^. 
^ Bramble never exceeded the bounds of 
^^ ordinary civility ; and that my heart is 
^^ unalterably fixed upon mifs Liddy 
^' Melford, as 1 bad the honour to dc» 
^ clare to her brother, when he queftion« 
^^ ed me upon that fubjeft— ^Lady Griikin 
^ has been fo good as to charge herfel^ 
•' not only with the delivery of this note, 
^^ but alfo with the taik of undeceiving 
^' Mrs. Bramble, for whom I have the 
•* moft profound rcfpeft and veneration, 
•* though my affection being otherwifc 
^^ engaged, is no longer in the power 
.« of 

** Sir, 



4( 



your very humble fervant, 

** Ralph Barton.** 
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Having caft jmy eyes over this billet, I 
told her ladyfliip, that I would no lon- 
ger retard the friendly ofEce (he had un- 
dertaken ; and I and Jcry forthwith re- 
tired into another room. There we foon 
perceived the converfation grow very 
warm betwixt the two ladies 5 and, at 
length, could diftindly hear certain terms 
of altercation, which we could no longer 
delay interrupting, with any regard to de- 
corum. When we entered the fcenc of 
contention, we found Liddy had joined 
the difputants, and flood trembling be- 
twixt them, as if (he had been afraid they 
would have proceeded to fomething more 

pradlical than words Lady Grifkin'^s 

face was like the full moon in a florm of 
wind, glaring, fiery, and portentuous ; 
while Tabby looked grim and ghaflly, 
with an afped breathing difcord and dif^ 
may,— Our appearance put a flop to their 
mutual revilings; but her ladyfhip turn- 
ing to me, " Coufin, (faid fhe) I can-t 
help faying I have met with a very un- 
grateful return from this lady-, for the 
pains I have taken to ferve her fami- 
ly^-** ** My family is much obliged 
to your ladylhip (cried Tabby, with a 
kind of hyfterical giggle) ; but we 
have no right to the good offices of 

D 5 " fuch 
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*' fuch an Itonourable go-between/* 
•' But, for all that, good Mrs. Tabitha 
^* Bramble, (rcfumcd the other) I fhall 
" be content with the refleftion. That 
" virtue is its own reward^ and it fhall 
** not be my fault, if you continue to 
^ make youtfclf ridiculous — Mr. Bram- 
** ble, wlio has no little intereft of his 
own to fcrve, will, no doubt, contri- 
bute dl in hrs power to promote a 
** match betwixt Mr. Barton and his 
'* niece, which will be equally honour- 
•* able and advantageous ; and, I dare 
*^ fay, mifs Liddy herfelf will /have no 
** objeftion to a meafure fa well ca'lcu* 

** latcd to lYialce her happy in Irfe ** 

I beg yowrladyfliip's pardon, (exclaim- 
ed Liddy, with great vivacity) I have, 
nothing but niifery to cxpcft from fuch 
V*' a nneafure ; and I hope my guardians^ 
*** will have too much compaffion, to bar- 
** ter my peace of mind for any confide- 
ration of intereft or fortune — '* ** Up*- 
on my word, mifs Liddy ! (faid lhe> 
you have profited by the example of 
your good aunt — 1 comprehend your 
meaning, and will explain it when I 

have a proper opportunity In the 

mean time, I Ihall take my leave — 
Madam, your moft obedient, and de- 

** voted 
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** voted humble fervant/* faid Ihc, ad- 
vancing clofe up to my fitter, and curtfy- 
ing fo low, that 1 thought (he intended to 
fquat herfelf down on the floor— -Thij 
falutation Tabby returned with equal fo- 
Icmnity; and the expreflion of the two 
faces, while they continued in this atti- 
tude, would be no bad fubjeft for a pen* 
cil like that of the incomparable Ho- 
garth, if any fuch ihould ever appear 
again, in thefe times of dulnefs and de- 
generacy. 

Jery accompanied her lady (hip to her 
houfe, that he might have an opportu- 
nity to reftorc the etuis to Barton, and 
advifc him to give up his fuit, which 
was fo difagreeable to his filler, againft 
whom, however, he returned much irri- 
tated — Lady Grifkin had afflired him that 
Liddy's heart was pre-occupied ; and im- 
mediately the idea of Wilfon recurring to 
his imagination, his family-pride took the 
alarm — He denounced vengeance againft 
that adventurer, and was difpofed to be 
very peremptory with his frfter ; but I- 
dcfired he would fupprefs his rcfentmcnt^. 
until I fllould. have talked with her ia> 
private. 

The poor girl, when I earneftly prefT- 
cd her on this. head, owned,, with^a flood 

D 6 of 
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of tears, that Wilfon had actually come 
to the Hot Well at Bristol, and even in- 
troduced himfelf into our lodgings as a 
Jew pedlar ; but that nothing had pafTed 
betwixt them, further than her begging 
him to withdraw immediately, if he had 
any regard for her peace of mifld : that 
he had difappearcd accordingly, after 
having attempted to prevail upon my 
fitter's maid, to deliver a letter 5 which,, 
however, (he refufed to receive, though 
Jhe had confented to carry a meffage,. im« 
porting that he was a gentleman or a good 
famify -, and that, in a very little time, he 
would avow his paffion in that charafter 
—She confeffed, that although he had 
not kept his word in this particular, he 
was not yet altogether tndiflferent to her 
afFedion •, but K)lemnly promifed, (he 
would never, carry on any correfpondence 
with him, or any other admirer, for the 
future, without the privity and approba* 
tion of her brother and me. 

By this declaration, fhc made her owft 
peace with Jery j but the hot-headed boy 
is more than ever inccnfed agamft Wil* 
Ton, whom he now confiders as an inci- 
poftor, that harbours fome infamous de- 
Cgn upon the honour of his family — A& 
for Barton, he was not a little mortified 
2 to 
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to find his prcfcnt returned, and his ad- 
drefles fo unfavourably received j but he 
is not a man to be deeply afFedled by fuch 
difappointments ; and I know not whc«> 
ther he is not as well pleafed with being 
difcarded by Liddy, as he would have 
been with a permifTion to profecute his 
pretenfions, at the rifque or being every 
day expofed to the revenge or machina^ 
tions of Tabby, who is not to be flighted 
with impunity.-— I had not much time 
to moralize on thefe occurrences \ for the 
houfe was vifited by a conftable and his 
gang, with a warrant from Juflice Buz- 
zard, to fearch the box or Humphry 
Clinker, my footman, who was juft ap- 
prehended as a highwayman — ^This inci* 
dent threw the whole family into confu- 
(ion. My fifter fcolded the conftable for 
prefuming to enter the lodgings of a gen<- 
tleman on fuch an errand, without having 
firft aiked, and obtained permifEon •, her 
maid was frightened into fits, and Lid- 
dy fhed tears of compaffion for the un- 
fortunate Clinker, in whofe box, how- 
ever^ nothing was found to confirm the 
fufpicion of robbery. 

For my own part, I made no doubt of 
the fellow*s being miflaken for fome 
Other perfoD^ and I went diredly to 

the 
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the juftice, in order to procure his dif- 
charge; but there I found the matter 
much more fcrious than I cxpefted — Poor 
Clinker ftood trembling at the bar, fur- 
rounded by thief-takers ; and at a little 
tfiftance, a thick, fquat fellow, a pofti- 
iion, his accufer, who had feized him in 
the ftrcct, and fwore pofitively to his pcr- 
fon, that the faid Clinker had, on the 
J5th day of March laft^ on Blactheath, 
robbed a jgentleman in a pofl:-chaife>. 
which he (the poftilion) drove — This de- 
pofition was fufficient to juftify his com- 
mitment i and he was fent accordingly to 
Clerkenwell prifon,, whither Jery accom- 
panied him in the coach, in order to re- 
commend him properly to the keeper,, 
that he may want for no convenience 
which the place affords. 

The fpeftators, Who afllembled to fee 
this highwayman, were fagarious enough 
to difcern fomething very villanous in his 
afpedt 5 which (tegging their pardon) is- 
the very pidure of fimplicity 3 and the 
juftice himfelf put a very unfavourable- 
conftruftion upon fome of his anfwers,, 
which, he faid, favoured of the ambi- 
guity and equivocation of an old offender; 
but, in my opinion, it would, have been* 
more juft and humane to impute thenv 
to the cofifufion into which we may fup«^ 

fofc- 
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pofe a poor country lad to be thrown on 
ibchan occaiioa. I am &il\ periuaded he 
is bnocent -, and, m this pcrfoafion, I can 
do no Icfs than ufe my utmoft endeavours 
that he ojiay not be opprefled~I fhall, xo- 
morrow, fend my nephew to wait on the 
gentleman who was robbed, and beg he 
will have the humanity to gaand fee the 
prifoner •,. that, in cafe he flioiald -find him* 
xjuite didSerent from the pe^fon of the 
iughwaymao, he may bear teftimony in 
his behalf— riHowfoever it may £are with 
Qinker, this cjurfed af£air will be to mfi 
jprodu&ive ^of intolerable eb^rk)-^I haif« 
;already caught a dreadful cold^ by rulh- 
log into the open air from the juftice'^ 
jiarlour, where I had been Aewing in^ ti^ 
crowd ^ and though I fhould <not be iaid 
tip with the gOJUt, as I bdieve I (hall,. I 
muQ: ftay at London for fome weeks^. til^ 
ibis poor devil comes to his trial at Ro- 
x:hefter ^ to ihat, in all probabilit^j my 
Northern expedition k blown up. 

If yau can find any thing 4n your phi?- 
lofophical budget, to confble me in the 
midfi: of thefe diftrefies and apprehend 
£ons, pray let it be communicated to. 

your unfortunate friend^ 

iondofl, June i** MaTT» BkAUBLZi 
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To Sir Watkim Phillips, Bart, of 
Jefus college, Oxon. 

DEAR WAT, 

* 

THE farce is finifhed, and another 
piece of a graver caft brought upon 

the ftagc* Our aunt made a defperatc 

•attack upon Barton, who had no other 
way of^faving himfelf, but by leaving her 
in poffeffion of the field, and avowing his 
pretenfions to Liddy, by whom he has been 
rejected in his turn. — Lady Grifkin afted 
•as his advocate and agent on this occafion, 
with fuch zeal as embroiled her with Mrs, 
Tabitha, and a high fcenc of altercation 
paflcd betwixt thefe two religionifts, 
which might have come to aftion, had 
not my uncle interpofcd. They are how- 
ever reconciled, ' in confcquencie of an 
event which hath involved us all in trou- 
ble and difquict. You muft know, the 
poof preacher, Humphry Clinker, is now 
cxercifing his miniftry among the felons 
in Clcrkenweil prifon.— A poftilion hav- 
ing 
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ing fworn a robbery againil him^ no bail 
could be taken, and he was committed to 
jaily notwithftanding all the remonftrances 
and intereit my uncle could make in his 
behalf. 

All things, confidcred, the poor fellow^ 
cannot pollibly be guilty, and yet, I be- 
lieve, he runs fome rifque of being hang- 
ed.-— Upon his examination, he anfwered 
with fuch befitation and reierve, as per- 
fuaded moft of the people, who crowded 
the place, that he was really a knave, and 
the ju(lice*s remarks confirmed their opi- 
nion. Exclufive of my uncle and myielf^ 
there was only one perfon who feemed in^* 
cUned to favour the culprit.— He was 
a young man, well drefled, and^ from 
the manner in which he crofs-examined 
the evidence, we took it for granted* 
that he was a ftudent in one of the 
inns of court.-~He freely checked the 
juftice for fome uncharitable inferences he. 
made to the prejudice of the prifoner» 
and even ventured to difpute with his 
worfhip on certain points or law. 

My uncle, provoked at the uncon- 
DCifbed and dubious anfwers of Clinker, 
who feemed in danger of falling a facri- 
fice to his own (implicity, exclaimed, *' In 
^* the name of God, if you are innocent* 

«faf 
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« fay fo.** *• No, (cried he) God forbid, 
'*• that I Ihouid call myfelf innocent, while 
*« my confctcnce is burthcned with fm.** 
What then, you did commit this rob^ 
bery ?" refumcd his matter. " No» 
fure, (faid he) blefied be the Lord, 
« r m free of that ^ik." 

Here the jufticc intcrpofed, pbferving, 
that the man feemed inclined to make a 
difcovcry by turning king's evidence, and 
defired the clerk to take his confcffion ; 
trpon which Humphry declared, that he 
looked upon confeOion to be a popilh 
fraud, invented by the whore of Babylon^. 
The Templar afBrmed,^ that the poor fel- 
low was nam compos j and exhorted tba 
juftice to difchargc him as a lunatic, ^ » 
** You knorw very well, (added he) that 
** the robbery in queftion ^was not ccrm^ 
^ mitted by the prifoner." 

The thief-takers grinned at one an- 
ether J and Mr. Juftice Buzzard replied 
^ih great emotion, ** Mr.iMunin, I dcfirc 
*• you -will mind your own bufincfs ; I 
•* ftiall convince you one trf thefe days 
^* that 1 ondcrftand mine,** In fliort, 
there -was tio remedy ; the mittimus was 
rhadc out, and poor Clinker fcnt to prifon 
in a hackney-coach, guarded by the con- 
•ftable, and accompanied by your humble 

fervant. 



HUMPHRY CLINKER* 6j 

fervent. By the way:, I was not a little 
furprifed to hear this retainer to jufticc 
bid the prifoncr to keep up his fpirits, 
for that he did not at all doubt, but that 
he would get ofFfor a few weeks confine- 
ment.— He faid, his worlbip knew very 
well that Clinker was innocent of the fad> 
and that the real <highwayman, who rob- 
bed the chaife, was no other than that 
very individual Mr. Martin, who had 
pleaded fo ftrenuoufly for honcft Hum- 
phry. 

Confounded at this information, I eSk^ 
ed, ** Why then is he fufFercd to go 
*' about at iiis liberty, and this poor 
•* innocent fellow treated as a maJcfac-* 
•* tor f '* •* We have exaft intelligence 
** of all Mr, Martin's tranfaAions -, (faid 
** he) but as yet there is not evidence 
* fufficient for his conviftion ; and as foi" 
** this young man, the juftice could do 
•*'no1cfs than -commit him^ as the pofti- 
*^* lion fworc point-blank to his identity •*• 
•* So if this rafcally poftilion (hould per- 
^ fift in the falfity to which he is fworn^ 
*^' (faid l)this innocent lad may be brought 
« to the gallows." 

The conftable obferved, that he would 
hare time enough to prepare for his trial,^ 
and might .prove an tf//^'i or^ perhaps, 

Mar^ 
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Martin migbc be apprehended and con- 
vi£led for another faft ; in which cafe^ 
he might be prevailed upon tp take thi^ 
affair upon himfelf ; or, finally, if thefe 
chances Ihould fail, and the evidence 
ftand good againft Clinker, the jury 
might recommend him to mercy, in con* 
fideration of his youth, efpecially if this 
fhould appear to be^he firftfa£tof which 
he had been guilcy« 

Humphry owned, he could not pretend 
to recoUeft where he had been on the 
day ivhen the robbery was committed, 
much lefs prove a circumftance of that 
kind fo far back as fix months, though he 
knew he had been fick of the fever and 
a^ue, which, however, did not prevent 
him from going about — then, turning up 
Ws eyes, he ejaculated, " The Lord's will 
*^ be done ! if it be my fate to fuffcr, I 
*< hope I (hall not difgrace the faith, of 
** which, though unworthy, I make pro- 
•' feffion.'* 

When I expreffcd my furprize, that 
the accufer fhould perfifl; in charging 
Clinker, without taking the lead notice 
of the real robber, who flood before him, 
and to whom, indeed, Humphry bore not 
the fmalleft refemblance ; the conftable 
(who was himfelf a thief-taker) gave me 

to 
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to underftand, that Mr. Martin was the 
beft qualified for bufinefs of all the gentle- 
men on the road he had ever known ; 
chat he had always adted on his own bot- 
tom, without partner or correfpondenr, 
and never went to work, but when he 
was cool andfober; that his^ courage and 
prefence of mind never failed him ; that 
hisaddrcfs was genteel, and his behaviour 
void of all crudty arid infolence; that he 
never enciiimbercd himfelf with watches or 
trinkets, nor even with bank-notes, but 
always dealt for ready money, and that in 
the' current coin of the kingdom; and 
that he could difguife himfelf and his 
horfe in fuch a manner, that, after the ac- 
tion, it was'impoffible to recognize either 
the one or the other— " This great man 
" (faid he) has reigned paramount in all 
•* the roads within fifty miles of London 
** above fifteen months, and has done 
*« more bufinefs in that time, than all 
« the reft of the profcflion put together ; 
** for thofc who pafs through his hands 
** arc fo delicately dealt with, that they 
" have no defire to give him the leaft dif- 
^< turbance ; but for all that, his race is 
" almoft run— he is now fluttering about 
*< juftice, like a moth about a candle— 
*' there are i^ many lime- twigs laid in his 

•• way. 
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** way, that Til bctt a oool hundred,, ho 
•* fwings before Chriftmas." 

Shall I own to you, that this portrait, 
drawn b)r a. ruffian, heightened bj what [ 
myfclf had obferved in his deportmenii 
has interefted me warmly in the fate of 
poor Martin^ whom nature feems to have 
intended for a ufeful and honourable 
member of that community upon which he 
now preys for fubfiftence ? It feems, h^ 
lived fome time as a clerk to a timber- 
merchanty whofe daughter Martin having 
privately married, was difcarded, and his 
wife turned out of doors« She did not 
long furvive her marriage ; and Martin^ 
turning fortune-hunter, could not fupplyi 
his occasions any other way, than by tak- 
ing ta the road, in which he has travelled 
hitherto with uncommon fuccefs.*— He 
pays his refpefts regularly to Mr. Juftice 
Buzzard, the thief catcher^general of thi& 
metropoiisr and fometimes they fmoke a^ 
pipe together very lovingly, when thr 
converiation genially turns upon the na*- 
ture of evid^e.— The juftice has given- 
him fair warning' to take care of him£blfv 
and he has received his caution in good' 
part.*— -Hitlierto he. has baffled aU the vi- 
gilance, art, and adtivity of Buzzard a^d^ 
msemiiTarieSy witk fuch conduA as would 

' have 
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haive done honour to the gfniui of & 
Caefar or a Turenne ; but he has one 
^vreaknefs, which has proved fatal to all 
die heroes of his tribe, namely, an in* 
difcreet devotion to the fair fex, and, in. 
all probability, he will be attacked on^ 
this defencelefs quarter. 

Be that as it may, I faw the body o£ 
poor Clinker configned to the gaoler of 
Clcrkenwell, to whofe indulgence I re- 
commended him fo efiediually, that he 
received him in the mod hofpitable man- 
ner, though there was a neceifity for 
equipping him with a fuit of irons, in 
which he made a very rueful appearance. 
The poor creature feemed a&much affedt«- 
ed by my uncle's kindneik, as by his own 
misfortune. When I aflured him, thac 
nothing fhould be left undone for pro* 
curing his enlargement, and making his 
confinement eafy in the mean time, he£ell 
down on his knees, and kilTuig my hand, 
which he bathed with his tears, *^ O 
'fquire ! (cried he, fobbing) what {hall I 
fay ? — ^I can't*— no, I can't fpcak— nny 
poor heart is burning with gratitude to 
you and my dear— dear — generou6»-« 
^* noble benefador." . 

I proteft, the fcene became (o pathetic, 
that I was fain to force xnyfelf away, aAd 

re- 






ji The expedition op 

. tttuired to my uncle, who fent me in the 
afternoon with a compliment to one Mr. 
Mead, the perfon who had been robbed 
on Black-heath. As I did not find him 
at home, I left a mefTage, in confequence 
of which he called at our lodgings this 
morning, and very humanely agreed to 
yifit the prifoner. • By this time, lady 
Grilkin had come to niake her formal 
compliments of condolance to Mrs. Tabi- 
tha, on this domeftic calamity ; and that 
prudent maiden, whofc paflfion was now 
cooled, thought proper to receive her 
ladyfliip fo civilly, that a reconcilia- 
tion immediately enfued. Thefc two 
ladies refolved to comfort the poor 
prifoner in their own pcrfons, and Mr. 
Mead and I 'fquired them to CJerkenwellj 
my uncle being detained at home by 
fome flight complaints in his ftomach and 
bowels. 

The turnkey, who received us at Clerk- 
enwell, looked remarkably fullen ; and 
when we enquired for Clinker, *« I don't 
" care, if the devil had him ; (faid he) 
^< here has been nothing but canting and 
"praying fince the fellow entered the 
*• place. — Rabbit him ! the tap will be 
*< ruined — we han't fold a cafk of beer, 
^* nor a dozen of wine, fince he pakl his 

" gar- 
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^ niflt— die gentlemen get drunk with 

*' nothing but your damned religion.-^ 

^*For my part, I believe as how your 
**man deals with the devil.— -Two. or 
*• three as bold hearts as ever took the air 
*• upon Hounflow^ have been blubheriDg 
all night ; and if the jfellow an't Ipeedi^ 
ly removed by Habeas Corpus, or 
^* otherwife, TU be damn'd if there's a 
** grain of true fpirit .left within thefc 
** walls — we flian'c have a foul to do cre- 
*• dit to the place, or make his exit like a 
•** true- bom Englifliman— ^damnmy eyes! 
** there will be nothing but fnivelling ia ' 
'** the cart — we fliall all die like fo many 
•* pfalm finging weavers." 
• In (hort, we found that Humphry was, 
nt that very inftant, haranguing the fe- 
lons in the chapel ; and that the gaoler's 
wife and daughter, together with my 
aunt's woman, Win Jenkins, and our 
faoufe-maid, were among the audience, 
"which we immediately joined. I never 
faw any thing fo ftrongly pifturefque as 
this congregation of felons clanking their 
chains, in the midft of whom ftood orator 
Clinker, expatiating, in a tranfport of 
fervor, on the torments of hell, denoun- 
ced in fcripture againft evil-doers, com- 
prehending murderers^ robbersi thieves. 
Vol- II. E and 
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and whoremongers. The variety of at- 
tention exhibited in the faces of thofe 
ragamuffins, formed agroupe that woukl 
not have difgraced the pencil of a Ra- 
phael. In one, it denoted admiration V 
in another, doubt ; in a third, difiiain i 
in a fourth, contempt ; in a fifths terror; 
in a fixth, derifion ; and in a feventh, in- 
dignation. — As for Mrs. Winifred Jen- 
kins, {he was in tears, overwhelmed with 
forrow ; but whether for her own fins, or 
the misfortune of Clinker, I cannot pre- 
tend to fay. The other females feemed 
CO liften with a mixture of wonder and de- 
votion. The gaoler's wife declared he 
was a faint in trouble, faying, ihe wifhed 
from her heart, there was fuch another 
^ood foul» like him, in every gaol in Eng- 
land. 

Mr. Mead, having earneftly furveyed 
the preacher, declared his appearance 
was fo different from that of the perfoa 
who robbed him on Black-heath, that he 
could fr^y make oath he was not the 
man : but Humphry himfelf was by this 
time pretty well rid of all apprehenfions 
of being hanged ; for he had been the 
night before folemnly tried and acquitted 
by his fcllow-prifoners^ fome of whom he 
had already converted to methodifm* He 

now 
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now made proper acknowledgements fpr 
the honour of our viGt, and was permit- 
ted to kifs the hands of the ladies, who 
aiTured him, he might depend upon their 
-friendlhip and protedion. Ladv Grilkin, 
in her great zeal, exhorted his fellow-pri* 
foners to profit by the precious opportu- 
nity of having fuch a faint in bonds among 
chem, and turn over a new leaf for the 
benefit of their poor fouls ; and, that hjer 
admonition might have the greater eiFedt^ 
ihe reinforced it with her bounty. 

While {he and Mrs« Tabby returned in 
the coach with the two maidfervanta, I 
waited on Mr. Mead to the houfe of juC- 
tice Buzzard, who, having heard his de* 
claration, faid his oath could be of no 
vfeatprefent, but that he would be a ma- 
tet;ial evidence for the prifoner at his trial; 
fo that there feems to be no remedy but 
patience for poor Clinker ; and, indeed^ 
the fame virtue, or medicine, will be ne« 
ceflary for us all, the 'fquire in parti* 
cular, who had fet his heart upon his 
excurfion to the northward. 

While we were vifiting honcft Hum- 
phry in Clerkenwell prifon, my uncle re- 
ceived a much more extraordinary vifit at 
his own lodgings. Mr. Martin, of whom 
I have made Tuch honourable mention, 

E a dc'. 
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ddifcd pcrmiffion to pay him his r«rpc6l:5> 
and was admitted accordingly. He told 
him, that having oblerved him, at Mr. 
Buzzard's, & good deal difturbed by what 
had happened to his fervaot, be had come 
to aflure him he had nothing to apprehend 
for Clinkcr^s life ; for, if it was poffible 
chat any jury could find him gurhy upon 
fuch evidence, he, Martin himfelf, wouW 
produce in court a perfon, whofe depofi^ 
tion would bring him off clear as the fun 
at noon.-^-Sure, the fellow would not be 
fo romantic &s to take the robbery upon 
himfelf! — He faid, the poftilion was an 
infamous fellow, who had been a dabbler 
in the fame profeflion, and faved his life at 
the Old Bailey by impeaching his compa- 
nions ; that being now reduced to great 
poverty, he had made this defperate pu(h, 
to fwear away the life of an innocent 
man, in hopes of having the reward upon 
his conviftion ; but that he would find 
himfelf miferably difappointed, for the 
jufticc and his myrmidons were d^ter^ 
mincd to admit of no interloper in this 
branch of bufinefs ; and that he did not 
at all doubt but that they would find 
matter enough to fliop the evidence him- 
felf before the next gaol-delivery. He- 
affirmed, that all thefe circumftances were 
^ well 
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well known to the juftice ; and that his 
feverity to Clinker was no other than a 
bint to. his ntader to make him a prefeni 
in private, as an acknowledgement of his 
candour and humanity. 

This hint, however, was fo unpalat- 
able to Mr. Bramble, that he declared, 
with gre^t warmth, he would rather con^ 
5ne himfelf for lif^ to London, which he 
detefted, than be at liberty to le^ve i% 
to-morrow, in confequence of encouraging 
eorrqption in a magiftrat^. Hearing, 
however. How favourable Mr- M^ad'j 
report had b^ea for the prifoaer, h? is re* 
folved to lake the advi?iJ of cowpfcl irj 
what manner to proc^d for M^ imrpe-^ 
diate enlargement. I mak^ no dopbt, 
but that in a day or two this trooblefom? 
bufinefs may be difcuSed % atid in thi9 
hope we ar^ preparing for our journey. 
If our endeavours do not mifcarry, wij 
iball have takea the fidd=i before you hfi^t 
again from < 

Yours, 

JUindon, June n. J, MelfORD* 
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To Dr. Lewis. 



THANJfC Heaven! dear Lewis, the 
clouds are difpcrfed, and 1 have now the 
cleareft profpcft of my fummcr campaign, 
which, 1 hope, I Ihall be able to begin 
to-morrow. I took the advice of coun-i 
fcl, with rcfpcft to the cafe of Clinker, in 
whofe favour a lucky incident has inter* 
vcned. The fellow who accufed him, 
has had his own battery turned upon him- ^ 

felf^ — Two days ago, he was apprehend- ' 

cd for a robbery on the highway, and 
committed, on the evidence of an accoHfi- 
plice. Clinker, having moved for a writ . / 

of habeas corpus^ was brought before the ' 

lord chief juftice, who, in confequence 
of an affidavit of the gentleman who had { 

been robbed, importijig that the faid Clink- 
er was not theperfon who flopped him on 
the highway, as well as in confideration of 
the poftilion*s charafter and prcfent cir- ' 
cumftances, was pleafed to order, that my 
fervant Ihould be admitted to bail, and 
he has been difchargcd accordingly, to 
the unfpeakable fatisfadion of our whole 

family. 
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family, to which he has recommended 
himfelf in an extraordinary manner, not 
only by his obliging deportment, but by 
his talents of preaching, praying, and 
finging pfalms, which he has exercifed 
with fuch effect, that even Tabby refpc<fts 
him as a chofen veffel. If there was any 
thing like afFcftation or bypocrify in this 
excefs of religion, I would not keep him 
in my fervice -, but, fo far as I can ob- 
ferve, the fellow's character is downrighp 
fimplicity, warmed with a kind of enthu- 
ikrm,. which renders him very fiifceptible 
of gratitude and attachment to his bene- 
fadlors. 

As he is an excellent horfeman, and 
underftands farriery^ 1 have bought a 
ftout gelding for his ufe^ that he may at- 
tend us on the road, and have an eye to 
ourcattle,in cafe the coachman fhould not 
■lind his bufinefs. My nephew, who is 
to ride his own faddle horfe, has taken^ 
upon trial, a fervant juft come fronn 
abroad with his former mafter, fir Wil- 
liam StroUop, who vouches for his ho- 
nefty. The fellow^ whofe name is But- 
ton, fcems to be a petit-maitre. — He has 
got a fmattering of French, bows, and 
grins, and fhrugs, and takes fnufF a la 
mode de Franefy but values bimfelf chiefly 

£ 4 upoa 
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Upon his ikill and dexterity in hair-dref^ 
fing.— If I am not much deceived by ap- 
pearance, be is, in all refpedb, tbe very 
cxintraft of Humphry Clinker* 

My iifter has made up matters with 
lady Grifkin ; though, 1 mult own, I 
ihould not have been forry to fee that 
conneicion entirely deftroyed : but Tabby 
is not of a difpofition to forgive Barton^ 
who, I cnderftand, is gone to his ieat in 
Berkihire for the fummer feaibn. I can* 
pot help fufpeding^ that in the treaty of 
pea^ce, which has been lately ratified be- 
twixt tbofe two females^ it is flipulated^ 
that her ladyfhip Ihall ufe her beft endea* 
vours to provide an agreeable help-mate 
fyr our iifter Tabitha, who feem^ to be 
quite defperate in her matrimonial de^ 
jBgns. Perhaps, the match-maker is to 
have a valuable confideration in the way 
of brokerage, which, ihe will fooft cer-. 
tainly deferve^ if (he can find any man ia 
his fenfes, who will yoke with Mrs. Bram* 
blc from motives of afieftion or intereft. 

I find my fpirits and my health affedt 
ea€h other reciprocally — that is to fay,. 
every thing that difcompofes my mind^ 
produces a corf efpondent diforder in my 
body ; and my bodily complaints are re- 
markably mitigated by thofe confidera- 

tiona 
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tions that diffipate the clouds of mental 
chagrin. — The imprifonmcnt of Clinker 

brought 00 thofe fymptouis which I men- 
tioned in my laft, and now they are va- 
niftied at his difcharge. — It muft be own- 
cd» ifldeed, I took foaie pf the tinc- 
ture of ginfeng, prcp^r^d according to 
your prefcription, and found it exceeding- 
ly grateful to the ftomach ; bw the p aia 
and ficknefs continued to return, after 
(hort ititcrvak, till the anxiety of my 
mind waa entii^ly remoy^d^ and then I 
found myfelf |)erfcdHy atjeaic. We h«ve 
had fair ^e^tker thefe ten days, to the 
flftoniflimentof the Londoners, who think 
it portentous. If you enjoy the fame in- 
d«lgenc^ in Wal^s, I hope Barns has got 
my hay made, aad fafc cocked, by this 
time. As we Ikall be in motion for fome 
ivee^^, 1 C'ftnnot expedl ,to hear from yo^ 
las ufual ^ but 1 Aialt contin^a^e to write 
#rom every place -at which we make any 
baU,th«t youfnay know our track, in cafe 
4c fliodld be ncceffaryio communicate any 
fhijig CO 

Yogr aljured friend^ 

lx»doii, June 14. MaTT. BraMBLI; 
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To Mrs, Mahy Jokes» at Bramblcr 

ton-hall, &c. 

DEARMAHy, 

HAVING the occafion of my coufm 
Jenkins of A berga'ny^ I fend you, as a 
token, a turkey-ihell comb, a kiple of 
yards^ of green ribbon, and a farment 
upon the nothingnefs of good works^ 
which was preached in the Tabernacle ; 
and you will aifo recieye a horn- buck for 
Saul, ^whereby fhe may learn her letters ; 
for Vm much confarned about the ftate of 
her poor ible — and what are all the pur-^ 
fuitr of this life to the confarns of that 
-immortal part ? — What is life but a veil 
of affliction ? O Mary ! the whole family 
have been in fuch a conftipation !— -Mr» 
Clinker has been in trouble, but the gates 
of hell have not been able to prevail 

again him. -His virtue is like poor 

gould, feven times tried in the fire. He 
was tuck up for a rubbery, and had be- 
fore guftafs fiufshard, who made his mit- 

tamoufe % 
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tamoufe 5 and the pore youth was lent to 
prifon upon the falfe oaf of a willian", that 
wanted to fware his life away for the 
looker of cain. 

The Yquire did all in his power, but 
could not prevent his being put in chains, 
and confined among common manufac- 
tors, where he ftud like an innocent 
flieep in the midft of wolves and tygers.— 
Lord knows, what mought have happened 
to this pyehoufc young man; if mafter 
had not applied to Apias Korkus, who 
kves with the ould bailiff, and is, they^ 
lay, five hundred years ould, (God blefe 
i3S i) and a congeror : but, if he be, furc 
I am he don't deal with the devil, other- 
wife he wouldn*t have fought out Mr, 
Clinker, as he did, in fpite of ftone walls, 
iron bolts, and double locks, that flew 
open at his command ; for Ould Scratch 
has not a greater enemy upon hearth than 
Mr, Clinker, who is, indeed, a very 
powerfuU labourer in the Lord*? vine- 
yard, I do no more than yufe the words 
of my good lady, who has got the infec- 
tual calling ; and, I truft, that even my- 
fclf, though unworthy, Ihall find greafe 

to be excepted. Mifs Liddy has beea 

touch'd to the quick, but is a little timor- 
fomt I howiomever, I make no doubr« 

£ 6 but 
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buc flie,. and ?dl of us, will be broo^iti, 
i>y the cmieavours of Mr. Clinker^ to 
f^rod-uce bkfied fruk of generation and 
repentance.—^ — As for mailer and tbe 
young Yquirejtthey have as yet had iiarro 

glimpfe of the new light. 1 doubt as 

how their harts are hardened by worJdlf 
wifdom,. wkich, as the pyebiU iaith> ts. 
fooliflHiefs in the figJitof God. 

O Mary Jones, pray without feizkig 
for giteaifc to prepare you for the opera* 
tioas of this wonderful inftruoient^whidi^ 
J hope, will be e^florcifed this winter 
upon you and others at Brftmbleto^ ball* 
— — Ta-morrpw, we are to fet out in a 
fiox and four for York&tre ; and, I be^* 
licve, we ihall ^travel that way far, a«cl 
far, and farther than I can cell; but 4 
iban^t go fo far as -to forget jmy friends \. 
«and Marjr Jones will always be leaoetar 
hf^d M one of them by her 

hun;ii>le iarvant> 



To 



HUMPHRY CUNKER. Bg 



To Mrs. GwyiaUM, houft-keepcr at 

£ramble£oo-balL 

MRS. GWIIXIM, 

I CAN'T help thinking k verf 
ftrafyge, that I never had an anfwer ta 
-the letter 1 «vfrot^ yfOU £>me weeks ago 
from Bath» €0»cer«Mn<g tfce^fbur bear> 
the gander^ ar^d the >maiids eating butter^ 
which I won't allow to be wa&ed^- 



^ .1 *■ 



We are now going lapofi a long gurne3f 
to the north, whereby I deOre you will 
vedouble your care and cirounsSexion,, 
that the family may be well manged 
in our albfefice; for^. you know, yoii 
«uift render accont, oot only to yowr 
«cartbly mafter, but alfo to him that is. 
above ; and if you are found a good 
and faithful! fervant, great will be your 
reward in haven. I hope there will be 
. twenty ftun of cbeefe ready for market 
by the time I get huom, and as mucji 
owl fpun, as will make Jialf a dozen pair 
of blankets; and that the favir%softK& 
butter-milk will fetch me a good penny» 

before 
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before Martinmafs, as the two pigs are to 
be fed for baktng with bitchmail and 
acrons. 

I wrote to dodlor Lews for the fame 
porpufs, but he never had the good maa- 
ners to take the leaft notice of my letter; 
for which reafon, I (hall never favour 
him with another, though he befhits 
me on his bended knees. You wilt 
da weU to keep a watchful! eye' over the 
hind Villiams, who is one of his amiflb- 
ries, and, I beMeve, no better than he 
fhould be at bottom. God forbid that! 
ihould lack chriftian charity; but char*- 
rity begins at huom, and fure nothing 
can be a more charitable work than to rid 
the family of fuch vermine. I do fuppofc, 
that the brindled cow has been had to the 
parfon's bull, that old Moll has had 
another litter of pigs^ and that Dick is 
become a mighty moufer. Pray order 
every thing for the beft, and be frugal, 
and keep the maids to their labour^ — If I 
Had a private opportunity, I would fend 
them forae hymns to iing inftead of pro- 
fane ballads ; but, as I can't,, they and 
yoa muft be contented with the prayers of 

Your afliired friend, 

Xon&n, June i« T. BraMBLE. 



HUMPHRY CLINXER. Sj 



To Sir Watkim Phillips, Bar\ of 
Jefus college, Oxon. 

DEAR -PHILLIPS, 

THE very day after 1 wrote my kft. 
Clinker was fct at liberty — As Martin 
had foretold, the accufer was himfelf 
committed for a robbery, upon unquef- 
tionable evidence. He had been for fome 
time in the fnarfes of the thief- taking {o 
ciety 5 who, refcnting. his prefumptiow 
in attempting to incroach upoji their mo- 
nopoly of impeachmen^t, had him taken 
up and committed to Newgate, on the 
depofition of an accomplice, who has 
been admitted as evidence for the king. 
The poftilion being upon record as ^n 
old offender, the chief juftice made no 
icruple of admitting Clinker to bail^ 
when he perufed the affidavit of Mr, 
Mead, importing that the faid Clinker 
was not the perfon that robbed him on 
Blackheath*, and honed HuQiphry was 
difchargcd— When he came home, he e:^- 

prcffcd 



prcflcd great eager ncfs to pay his rclpefts 
to his mafter, and here his elocution fail- 
ed him, but hi« filencc wa$ pathetic ; hic 
fell down at his feet, and embraced his 
knees, iheding a flood of tears, which 
my uncic did not lee. without ^raocion. — 
He took fouff in fome confufion ; and, 
putting his hand in his pocket, gave him 
his bleffing in fomething mprc fubftgntial 
than words — " Clinker, (faid he) I am 
** fo well convinced, b^Mh of your ho- 
^ nc&Y $sid cowiigc, ihftC I am refolved 
** ,t9 mafce yow my Hfe-gwatd-mftti on Ait 
^ highway.'* 

He WHS accordingly provided with n 
jQfSe of piftoh^ and a carbioe jto btt flung 
ft-Cfoft his fhoulders; and every othor 
preipar^tion being to^dc, ^^ fct out lafl: 
Thuf fday, at feven io the monoing 5 my 
wcfc, witli the three womm in the 
cwch s Hvmphry, weil mau«ted ©» n 
blHick geldiag bpyghi; for bis wfe.-, my^ 
felf a-horieback, attended by «ny Be*v 
valet, Mr. Duuto^i, an exceeding c©Xr 
comb, frefli from his travels, whom I 
b^ave takiBo upon trial-r-The feltow weaj«^ 
^ folitaire, ufes paijat, and takes rappee 
with all the grimace of a French marqui*.- 
At prefent, however, he is in a riding^- 
"drefej ja^k-boojca, leather breeches^ f^ 

fcarlet 
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fbarlct waiftcoat, with gold binding, a 
laced hat, a hanger, a French pofting- 
whip in his hand, and his hair ch 
queue. 

Before we had gone nine miles, my 
horfe loft one of his (hoes ; io that I was 
obliged to flop at Barnet to have another^ 
while the coach proceeded at an eafy 
pace over the common. About a mile 
Ihort of Hatfield, the poftilions, flopping 
the carriage, gave notice to Clinker that 
there were two fufpicious fellows a-horfe* 
back, at the end of a lane, who feemed 
waiting to attack the coach. Humphry 
forthwith apprifcd my uncle, declaring 
be would Aand by him to the hSk drop 
of his blood ; and, unfiinging his carbine, 
prepared for aftion. The Yquire had 
piftols in the pockets of the coach, and re- 
fplved to make ufe of them dirciftly^ but 
be was e&Aually prevented by his fe^ 
male companions, who flung themfelves 
about his neck, and fcreamed in concert 
r-At that infhmt, who fliould coiDe up 
at a hand-gallop, but Martin, the high- 
way-man, who, advancing to the coach, 
begged the ladies would compofe them- 
felves fojT a moment; then, defiring 
Clinker to follow him to the charge, he 

pulled a piflol out of his bofom, and 

they 
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they rode up together to give battle to 
the rogues, who, having fired at a great 
diftance, fled a-crofs the com mom Th6y 
were in purfuit of the fugitives when I. 
came up, not a little alarmed at the 
flireiks in the coach, where I found my 
uncle in a violent rage, without his peri- 
wig, ftruggling to difentangle himfelf 
from Tabby and the other two, and 
f wearing with great vociferation. Before 
I had time to interpofe, Martin and 
Clinker returned from the purfuit, and 
the former payed his compliments with 
great politenefs, giving us to underiland, 
that the fellows had fcampered off, and 
that he believed they were a couple of 
raw *prentices from London. He com- 
mended Clinker for his courage, and 
faid, if we would give him leave, he 
would have the honour to accompany us 
as far as Stevenage, where he had fome 
bufinefs. 

The Tquire, having reeollefted and ad- 
jufted himfelf, was the firft to laugh at 
his own fituation ; but it was not without 
difficulty, that Tabby's arms could be 
untwifted from bis neck, Liddy's teetb 
chattered, and Jenkins waj threatened 
with a fit as ufual. I had communicated 
to my uncle the charaifler of Martin, as 

it 
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it was defcribcd by the conftablc, and he 
was much ftruck with its fingularity— 
He could not fuppofe the fellow had any 
defign on our company, which was fo nu- 
merous and well armed ; he therefore 
thanked him, for the fervice he had juft 
done them, faid he would be glad of bis 
company, and aiked him to dine wkh us 
at Hatfield. This invitation might not 
have been agreeable to the ladies, had 
they known the real profcllion of our 
gueft, but this was a fecret to all, tx* 
cept my uncle and n:\yfelf— Mrs. Tabitha, 
however, would by no means confeat ta 
proceed with a cafe of loaded piftoh in 
the coach, and they were forthwith dif- 
charged in complaifance to her and the 
reft of the women. 

Being gratified Jn this particular, fhe 
became remarkably good-humoOred, and 
at dinner behaved in the moft affable 
manner to Mr. Martin, with whofe po- 
lite addrefs and agreeable converfation 
(he feemed to be much taken. After 
dinner, the landlord accofting me in the 
yard, alked, with a fignlficant look, if 
the gentleman that rode the forrel belong- 
ed to our company ? — I underftood his 
meaning, but anfwered, uoi that he had 
come up with us on the common, and 

helped 
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helped m to drive away two fellows, that 
looked .like highway men*--He nodded 
three times diftinftly, ajs much as to fay, 
he knows his cue. Then he inquired, if 
one of thofe men was mounted on a tDay 
mare, and the other on a chefnut geld^ 
ing with a white ftreak down his fore« 
head? and being anfwered in the a|fi{v 
mative, he aflured me they had robbed 
three poft-chaifes this very morning— I 
inquired, in my turn, if Mr. Martin was 
of his acquaintance ; and, nodding thrice 
agard, he anfwered, that b^ hoi fun tbt. 
gentleman, 

Before we left Hatfield, ray uncle, fix- 
ing his eyes on Martin with fucja expref-* 
fion ^ is more eafily conceived than de- 
fcribed, alked, if he often travelled tha( 
road I and be replied with a look which 
denoted his undieritanding the queftion, 
that he very ieldorn did bufineis Xti that 
part of the country. In a word, this ad^ 
venturer favoured us with his company 
to the neighbourliood of Stevenage, where 
he took his leav^ of the coach and me^ 
in very polite terms, and turned off up* 
on a crofs-road, that led to a village ox% 
the ieft~At fuppcr, Mrs. Tabby was ve-r 
ry full in the praife of Mr. Martin's good* 
fenfe and good-breeding, and fcemed xs^ 

regret 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. p^ 

regret that Ihe had not a further: oppor- 
tunity to make fome experiment upon his 
afFeftion. In the morning, my uncle wais 
hot a littJe furprifcd to receive, from 
the waiter, a billet couched in thefe 
word5— 

« Sir, 

^' I could eafily perceive frona your 
** looks, when I had the honour to con- 
** verfe.with you at Hatfield, that my 
charader is not wiknov/n to you ; and, 
I dare fay, you won't think it ftrange, 
that I fhould be ^lad to change my 
pre feat way of life, for any other ho- 
*^ neft occupation, let it be ever fo hum- 
*' bl©, that will afford me bread in mo- 
** deration, and fleep in fafety — Perhaps 
*• you may think T flatter, when I fay, 
** that from the moment I was witnefs to 
** your generous concern ia the caufe of 
yoOr fervant, I conceived a particular 
efteem and veneration for your per- 
" fon ; and yet what I fay is true. I 
*^ Ihourld think myfelf happy, -if I could 
<* be Admitted into your protection and 
•* fervice, as houfe-fteward, clerk, but- 
^* ler, or bailiff, for either of which 
** places I thipk myfelf tolerably wcU 
T *« qua- 
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«< qualified ; and, fure I am, I (hould not 
^ be found deficient in gratitude and 
•* fidelity— I At the fame time, I am very 
** fenfible ho>v much you muft deviate 
^* from the common maxims of difcre* 
•' tion, even in putting my profeffions to 
^* the trial ^ but I don't look upon you 
«< as a perfon that thinks in the ordinary 
** ftile; and the delicacy of my fituation, 
^ will, I know, juftify this addrefs to a 
*^ heart warmed with beneficence and 
•* compaflion — Undcrftanding you arc 
<< going pretty far north, | (hall take an 
•• opportunity to throw myfclf in your 
« way again, before you reach the bor- 
^ ders of Scotland ; and, I hope, by that 
«* time, you will have taken into con fi- 
ll^ deration, the truly diftrefsful cafe of, 

** honoured fir, 
«« your very humble, 

** and devoted fervant, 

*• Edward Martin/* 

The 'fquire, having ^rufed this letter, 
put it into my hand, without .faying a 
fyllable; and when I had read it, we 
looked at each other in filence. From a 
ceruin (parkling in his eyes, I difcover- 

ed 
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cd there was moref in his heart, than he 
cared to exprcfs with bis tongue^ in favour 
of poor Martin i and this was precifelf 
my own feelings which he did not fail ta 
difcern, by the fame means of com muni* 
cation-—*' What ftiall we do (faid he) to 
** favc this poor finncr from the gallows, 
** and make him a ufeful member of the 
** commonwealth ? and yet the proverb 
" fays, Save a thief from the gallows, 
** and he'll cut your throat." I told him, 
I really believed Martin was capable of 
giving the proverb the lie -, and that I 
fliould heartily concur in any ftep he 
might take in favour of his foUicitation« 
We jnutually refolved to deliberate upon 
the fubjed, and, in the mean time, pro- 
ceeded on our journey. The roads, hav- 
ing been broke up by the heavy rains in 
the fpring, were fo rough, that although 
we travelled very flowly, the jolting oc- 
•cafioned fuch pain to my uncle, that he 
was become exceedingly peeviih when 
we arrived at this place, which lies about 
eight miles from the poft-road, between 
Wetherby and Boroughbridge/ 

Harrigate-water, fo celebrated for its 
efficacy in the fcurvy and other diCtem- 
pers, is fupplied from a copious fpring, 
in the hollow of a wild common, round 

I which. 
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which, a good many houfcs have bech 
built for the cofivenience of the drinkers, 
though few of them arc inhabited. Moft 
of the company lodge at fome diftance, 
in five fcparate inns, fituated in different 
parts of the common, from whence they 
go every morning to the well, in their own 
carriages. The lodgers of each inn form 
a diftindk fociety, that eat together ; and 
there is a commodious public room» 
where they breakfaft in difliabille, at fc- 
parate tables, from eight o'clock till ele- 
ven, as they chance or chufe to come in 
*— Here alfo they ^ink tea in the after- 
noon, and play at cards or dance in the 
evening. One cuftom, however, • j3rc- 
vails, which I look upon as a folecifm in 
politenefs — The ladies treat with tea in 
their turns -, and even girls of fixteen arc 
not exempted from this (hameful impo- 

fition There is a public ball by fubr 

fcription every night at one of the houfcs, 
to which all the company from the others 
are admitted by tickets ; aod, indeed, 
Harrigate trends upon the heels of Bath, 
in the articles of gaiety and diffipation— • 
with this difference, however, that here 
we are more fociable and familiar. One 
of the inns is already full up to the very 
garrets, having no Icfs than fifty lodgers, 
a and 



HUMPHRY CLINKER- ^7 

end as many fervants. Our family does 
tioc exceed thirty- fix ; and I fhould be 
forry to fee the number augmented, as 
ouf accommodations won't admit of much 
aiicreafe. 

At preicnr, the company is more agree- 
4drie than one could exped from an acci«* 
46ittcil aflTemblage of perfons^ who are 
iitter ftrtfigcrs to one another — There 
feems to be a general difpofition among 
«s to maifitsain good^fellowfhip^ and pro- 
mote thepurpofee of humanity, in favour 
of thofe who come hither on the icore of 
Iteakh. I fee feveral faces which we left 
at Bath, although the majority are of the 
Northern counties, and many come from 
ficodsmd for the benefit of thefe waters-* 
In fuch a variety, there mufl be feme 
originak, among whom Mrs. Tabitha 
Bramble is not the moft mconfiderable— 
No place where there is fuch ah inter- 
courfe between the fexes, can be dif* 
agreeable to a lady of her views and tern* 
peratnent-— She has had Ibme warm dif- 
putes at table, with a lame parfon from 
Northumberland, on the new birth, and 
the infignificance of moral virtue ; and 
her arguments have beep reinforced by 
an old Scotch lawyer, in a tye periwig, 
who, though he has loft his teeth, and the 

Vol. II. E " ufc 
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ufe of his limbs, can ftill wag his tongue 
with great volubility. He has paid her 
fuch fulfbme compliments, upon her 
piety and learning, as fcem to have won 
her heart ; and ihe, in her turn, treats 
him with fuch attentioo as indicates a 
defign upon his perfon ; but^ by all ac- 
counts, he is too much a fox to be in^ 
veigkd into any fnare that fiie can lay for 
bis afFedion. 

We do not propofe to ftay long at Har- 
rigate, though, at prcfent, it is our head- 
quarters, from whence we fhali make 
fome excurfions, to vifit two or three of 
our rich relations, who are fettled in this 

county. rPray, remember me to all 

DUf friends of Jefus, and allow me to be 
ftili 

yours affe^lionately. 



Karrigatc, Jonen- J. MelTOKD. 



To 
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To Dr. lewis. 



DEAR DOCTOR, 

CONSIDERING the tax wc. pay for 
turnpikes, the roads ^f this country con- 
ftitute a mofl: intolerable grievance. Be- 
tween Newark and Weathcrby, I have 
fufFered more from jolting and fwinging 
than ever I felt in the whole courfe of my 
life, although the carriage is remarkably 
commodious and well hung, and the 
poftilions were very careful in driving. 
I am now fafely houfed at the New Inn, 
at Harrigate, whither I came to fatisfy my 
curiofity, rather than with any view of ad- 
vantageto my health-, and, truly, after hav- 
ing confidered all the parts and particulars 
of the place, I cannot account for the con- 
courfe of people one finds here, upon any 
other principle but that of caprice, which 
feems to be the charafter of our nation. 

Harrlgate is a wild common, bare and 
bleak, without tree or Ihrub, or the 

F 2 leaft 
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leaft figns of cultivation ; and the people 
who come to drink the water, are crowd- 
ed together in paltry inns, where the few 
' tolerable rooms are monopolized by the 
friends and favourites of the, houfe, and 
all the reft of the lodgers are obliged to 
put up with dirty holes, where there is 
neither fpace, air, nor convenience. My 
apartment is about ten feet fquare ; and 
when the folding bed is down, there is 
juft room fufficient to pafs between it and 
the fire. One might expeft, indeed, that 
there would be no occafion for a fife at 
Midfummcr ; but here the climate is fo 
backward, that an alh tree, which our 
landlord has planted before my window, 
is juft beginning to put forth its leaves; 
and I am fain to have my bed warmed 
every night. 

As for the water, which is faid to have 
effeded fo many furprifing cures, I have 
drank it once, and the firft draught has 
cured me of all defire to repeat the medi- 
cine — Some people fay it fmells of rotten 
eggs, and others compare it to the fcour- 
inys of a foul gun. — It is generally fup- 
pofed to be ftrongly impregnated with 
fulphur ; and Dr, Shaw, in his book 
upon mineral waters, fays, he has feea 
flakes of fulphur floating in the well.— 

Pace 
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PM€t Uinti viri 5 I, for my part, have never 
obferved any thing like fulphur, either 
in or about the well, neither do I find 
that any brimftone has ever been extradt- 
cd from the water. As for the fmell, if 
I may be allowed to judge from my own 
organs, it is exaftly chat of bilge-water; 
and the faline tafte of it feems to declare 
that it is nothing elfe than fait water pu- 
trified in. the bowels oi'^ the earth. I was 
obliged to hold my nofe with one hand, 
while I advanced the glafs to my mouth 
with the other j and after I had made 
fliift to fwallow it, my ftomach could 
hardly retain what it had received. — The 
only etFeds it produced were fickncfs^ 
griping, and infurmountable difguft.— • 
I can hardly mention it without puking.-^ 
The world is ftrangely mifled by the af«- 
fedlation of Angularity. I cannot, help 
fufpefting, that this water owes its repu- 
tation in a great meafure to its being fo 
ftrikingly ofFenfive. — On the fame kind 
of analogy, a German do<5lor has intro- 
duced hemlock and other, poifons, as 
fpecifics, into the materia medka. — I am 
perfuaded, that all the cures afcribed to 
the Harrigate water, would have been as 
efficaciouily, and infinitely more agree- 
ably performed, by the internal and ex- 

F 3 ternal 
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ternal ufe of fea- water. Sure I ara» this 
laft is much lefs naufeous to the tafle and 
fmcl), and much more gentle in its opera- 
tion as a purge, as well as more exten- 
five in its medical qualities. 

Two days ago, we went acrofs the 
country to vifit 'fquire Burdock, who 
married a firfl: coufin of my father, an 
heirefs, who brought him an eftate of a 
thoufand a year. This gentleman is a dc- 
-clared opponent of the miniftry in parlia- 
ment-, and having an opulent fortune, 
piques himfelf upon living in the country, 
and maintaining old Englijh bofpitality. — 
By the bye, this is a phrafe very much 
ufed by the Englifh themfelves, both in 
words and writing -, but I never heard of 
it out of the ifland, except by way of 
irony and farcafm. What the hofpitality 
of our fore-fathers has been I (hould be 
glad to fee recorded, rather in the me- 
moirs of ftrangers who have vifited our 
country, and were the proper objects and 
judges of fuch hofpitality, than in the 
difcourfe and lucubrations of the modern 
Englifh, who feem to defcribe it from 
theory and conje6ture. Certain it is, we 
are generally looked upon by foreigners, 
as a people totally deftitute of this vir- 
tue ', and I never was in any country 

abroad. 
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abroad, where I did not , meet with per- 
fons of diftinftion, who complained of 
having been inhofpitably ufcd in Great 
Britain. A gentleman of France, Italy, 
or Germany, who has entertained and 
lodged an Englifhman at his houfe, when 
he afterwards meets with his gueft at 
London, is afked to dinner at the Sara- 
cen's-head, the Turk's-hcad, the Boar's- 
head, or the Bear, eats raw beef and 
butter, drinks execrable port, and is 
allowed to pay his fhare of the reckon^* 
ing* 

But to return from this digreffion^ 
which my feeling for the honour of my 

country obliged me to make oup 

Yorklhire coufin has been a mighty fox- 
hunter before the Lord 5 but now he is too 
fat and unwieldy to leap ditches and five* 
bar gates ; n^vertbelefs, he ftill keeps a 
pack of hounds, which are well exercifed ; 
and his huntfman every night entertains 
him with the adventures of the day's 
chace, which he recites in a tone and 
terms that are extremely curious and Hg- 
nificant. In the mean time, his broad 
brawn is fcratchcd by one of his grooms. 
This fellow, it feems, having no in- 
clination to curry any bead out of the ftra- 
blcywas at^reat pains to fcoUop his nails 

F 4 in 
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in fuch a manner that the blood followed 
at every ftroke.— ^He was in hopes that 
he would be diljnifled fronf) this difagree** 
able office, but the event turned out con- 
trary to his expedation.-7-His mailer de-* 
clared he was the beft fcratcher in the 
family ; and now he will not fufFer any 
other leryant to draw a nail upon his car« 
cafe. 

The *fquire's lady is very proud, with*- 

out being ftifF or inaccedible. She re* 

ccives even her inferiors in point of fortune 
with a kind of arrogant civility ; but theit 
fhe thinks (be has a right to treat them wifh 
the moft ungracious freedoms of fpeechv 
and never fails to let them know (he is 
fenfible of he; own fuperior affluence.—- 
In a word, (he fpeaks well of no living 
foul, and has not one (ingle friend in the 
world. Her hu(band hates her mortally ; 
but, although the brute is fometimes fa 
very powerful in him that he will have 
his own way, be generally truckles to her 
dominion, and dreads, like a fchool-boy^ 
the la(h of her tongue. On the other 
hand, (he is afraid of provoking him too 
far, left he (hoold make fome defperace 
effort to (bake oflF her yoke, — She, there- 
fore, acquiefces in the proofs he daily 
gives of his attachment to xhfi Hbercy of 

an 
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Mn Ehglifh freeholder, by faying and do* 
ing*, at his own table, whatever gratifies 
the brutality of his difpofition, or contrii- 
bute^ to the cafe of his pefiTon. The 
houfe, though large, is neither elegant 
nor comfortable. — It looks^ like a great 
inn, crowded with travelle?s, who dine. 
at the landlord'* ordinary, where there ii 
a great profufion of victuals and drinks 
but mine hoft feems to be mifplaced $ 
atid I wouM rather dine upon filberts with 
a hermit, than feed upon venifon with a 
hog. The* footmen might be aptly com- 
pared to the waiters of sl tavern, if they 
were more ferviceableand lefs rapacious^ 
but they are generally infolent and inao- 
tentive, and fo greedy, that, I think, I 
can dine better, and for lefs expcnce, ac 
the Star and Garter in Pall mall, than ac 
our coufin*s caftlc in Yorkftiire. The 
*fquire is- not only accommodated with a 
wfe, but he is alfo bleflcd with an only 
fon, about two and twenty, juft returned 
from Italy, a complete fidler and dHlet- 
iOnte ; and he flips no opportunity of 
manifefting the moft perfedl cofltempc 
for his own father. 

When we arrived, there was a family 
of foreigners at the houfe, on a vifit to 
this virtuoib^ with whom they had been 

F 5 ao- 
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acquainted at the Spa : it was the couni 
de Melville, with his lady> on their way 
to Scotland. Mr. Burdock had met with 
an accident, in confequence of which 
both the count and I would have retired, 
but the young gentleman and his mother 
infifted upoa our (laying dinner y and 
their ferenity feemed to be fo little ruf- 
fled by what had happened, that we com- 
plied with tbcir invitation. The 'fq^uirc 
had been brought home over night in his 
poil-chaife, fo terribly belaboured about 
the pate, that he feemed to be in a date 
of " ftupcfaftion, and had ever fince re- 
mained fpcechlefs. A country apothe- 
cary, called Grieve, who lived in a 
neighbouring village, having been called 
to ills affiftance, had let him blood, and 
applied a poultice to his head, declaring, 
that he had no fever, nor any other bad 
fymptom but the lofs of fpeech, if he 
really had loft that faculty. But the 
young Yquife faid this pradlitioner was an 
ignorantaccioj that there was a fradlurc 
in the cranium^ and that there was a ne- 
ceffity for having him trepanned without 
lofs of time. His mother* cfpoufing this 
opinion, had fent an cxprefs to York for 
a furgeon to perform the operation, and 
he was already come with his 'prentice 
and inftruments. Having examined the 
1 pa^ 
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patient's head, he began^ to prepare his 
drcffings -, though Grieve ftill retained his 
firft opinion that there was no frafturc, 
and was the more confirmed in it, as the 
*fquire had paffed the night in profound 
flcep, uninterrupted by any catching or 
convulfion. The York furgcon faid he 
could not tell whether there was a frac- 
ture, until he fhould take off the fcalp ; 
but, at any rate, the operation might be 
of iervice in giving vent to any blood that 
might be extravafated, either above or 
below the dura mater. The lady and her 
fon were clear for trying the experiment 5 
and Grieve was difmifled with fome 
marks of contempt, which, perhaps, he 
* owed to the plainnefs of his appearance. 
He feemed to be about the middle age, 
wore his own black hair without any fore 
of drefling ; by his garb, one would have- 
taken him for a quaker, but he had none 
of the ftiffhefs of that feA, on the contra- 
ly^.he was very fubmiffive,,refpc6tfulj and 
remarkably taciturn*. 

Leaving the ladies in an apartment by^ 
themfclveSj we adjourned to the patient V 
chamber, where t,ht dreffings and inftru- 
ments were difplayed in order upon a- 
pewter dilh. The operator, laying afide 
his coat and periwig, equipped, himfelf 

E 6 witJi^ 
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with a nightcap, apron, and fieev^es^ 
while his 'prentice and footman, feizing 
the 'fquirc's head, began to place ic in a 

' proper pofture. But mark what fot» 

fowed. — The patient, bolting upright in 
the bed, collared each of tbefe affiftants 
with the grafp of Hercules, exclaiming^ 
in a bellowing ^tone, ^^ I ha'n -t lived fo 
^* long in Yorldhire to be trepanned by 
*^ fuch vermin as you ;•' and leaping on 
the floor, pixt on hia breeches quietly, to 
the aftonifiinient of us^ all* The furgecm 
ftill infiftod upon the operatioiH alledging 
it was now plain that tlte brain was in** 
jured^ and defiring the iervants to put 
him into bed again ;. but no body would 
venture to execute his orders^ or even: 
to interpofe : when the 'fi;]uire turned 
him and his affiftants out of doors, and 
threw his apparatus out at the window^ 
Having thus aflerted his prerogative, and 
pui on hiscloachs with the help of a va- 
let, the county with my nephew and me»= 
were introduced by his fon, and received 
withhis ufual ftfle of ruftic civility ; then 
turning to (ignpr Macaroni, with afarcaf- 
tic grin, '* I tell thee what, Dipk, (£iid 
^' he) a man's fcuU is not to be bored 
^ every time his head is broken ; and I'll 
V convince thee and thy mother, that I 

*• knowi 
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•* know as many tricks as e'er aa old fox 
♦• in the Weft Riding." 

We afterws^ds underftood he had quaf^ 
relied at a public houfe with an excife* 
man, whom he challenged to a bout 
at (ingle i£ick, in wi^ich he had been 
worfted ; and that the ihame of this de«- 
feat had tied up his tongue. As for ma- 
dam, (he had fhewn no concern for hts 
difafter, and now heard of his reco^^ery 
without emotion — She bad taken ibme 
little notice (^ my fifter and niece^ though 
, rather with a view to indulge her own 
petulance^ than out of any fentiment of 
regard to our family.-*-She fald Liddy 
was a flighty and ordered her woman to 
adjuft her head before dinner ^ but fhe 
wouki not meddle with Tabby, whofe 
fpkit, ihe fbon perceived, was not to be 
irritated with impunity. At table, (he 
ackm>¥4edged me fe^ far a^ to fay (he had 
heard of my father ; though fhe hinted^ 
that he had difobliged her family by 
making a poor match in Walcs# She 
was difagreeably familiar in her enquiries 
about our circumftances ;: and afked, if I 
intended to bring up my nephew to the 
law. I told her, that, as he had aninde* 
pendent fortune, he Ihould follow nt> 
profeffion but that of a country gentle* 
a man I 
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snan i ^d that I was not without hopct 
of procuring for him a feat in parhamcnt. 

«* Pray, coufin, (faid (he) what .may 

** his fortune be ?" When 1 anfwered* 
ihat, with what I fhould be able to give^ 
him, he would have better than twa 
-choufand a. year, ihe replied,., with a difr 
<iainful tofs of her head, that it would 
be impoQible for him to preferve his in- 
dependence on fuch a paltry provifion. 

Not a little nettled at this arrogant re* 

mark, I told her, I had the honour to fit 

in parliament with her father,, when he 

had little more than half that income ; 

and I believed there was not a mpre inr 

dependent and incorruptible member in 

the houfe, " Ay ; bwt times arc changed, 

** (cried the 'fquire) — Country gentlemen 

** now-a days live after another fafhion* 

** — My table jilone ftands me in axool 

*' thouiand a quarter^ though I raife my 

•* own ftock, import my, own liquors, 

^* and have every thing at the firft hand. 

**— True it is,. I keep open houfe, and 

. •* receive all comers,, for the honour of 

« Old England." « If that be the cafe, 

** (faid I) 'tis a wonder you can maintain 

>*itatfo fmall an expence-, but every 

:•* private gentleman is notexpeAed to 

^ keep a caravan/era for. the accommodar 

*♦ tioa* 
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** tian of travellers : irnlecd, if every in- 
** dividual lived in the fame ftile, yotr 
•* would not have fucfa a nuxnber of 
gucfts at your table, of confequencc 
your hofpitality would not (hine: fo 
bright for the glory of the Weft Rid- 
ing." The young 'fquire, tickled by 
this ironical obfervation, exclaimed, ^^ 
^^ cbe burlaP^ — his mother eyed me ia 
filence with a fupercilious air; and the 
father of the feaft, taking a bumper of 
Oftober, " My fervice to you, coufin 
^^ Bramble, (faid he) I have always heard 
^^ there was fomething keen and biting in 
" the air of the Welch mountains/* 

I was much pleafed with the count de 
Melville, who is fenfiblc, eafy, and po- 
lite ; and the countefs is the mod amiable 
woman I ever beheld. In the afternoon 
they took leave of their entertainers,, and 
the young gentleman, mounting his horfe^ 
undertook to conduct their <:oach through 
the park, while one of their fervants rode 
round to give notice to the reft, whom 
they had left at a public houfe on the 
road. The moment their backs were 
turned, the cenforious daemon took pot 
fcflion of our Yorkfhire landlady and our 
fitter Tabitha. — The for-mer obfejved, 
that the countefs was a good iolK^oi a 

body. 
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body, but totalljr ignorant of goocl breed- 
ing, confequcntly aukwardinrhcraddrcft. 
The Yquire faid he did not pretend to the 
breeding of any thing but colts -, but 
that the jade would be very handfonne, if 
Ihe was a little more in fleftr. ^ Hand- 
^ fotn€ ! (erred Tabby) Ihe has indeed a 
*• pair of black eyes without any mean- 
<*'ing; but th€fn there is not* a goodfea- 
*♦ ture inhcr face." " I know not what 
•♦you call good features in Wales; (re- 
**• plied our landlord) but they'll pafs in 
•♦ Yorkfliirc." Then turning to Liddy, 
lie added, •* What fay you, my pretty 
«' Rcdftreak ? — what is your opinion of 
•♦the countcfs ?" " I think, (cried l.id,- 
•* dy, with great emotion) flic*s an angel.** 
Tabby chid her for talking with fuch 
ircedom in company ; and the lady of 
the houfc faid, in a contemptuous tone, 
ihe fuppoied mifs had been brought up 
at fbme country boarding- fchool. 

Our converfarion was fuddenly inter- 
rupted by the young gemlcmaft, wha 
galloped into the yard all aghaft, ex- 
claiming, that the coach was attacked by 
a great number of highwaymen. My ne- 
phew and 1 rufhing out, found his own 
and hjs fervant*s horfe ready faddledinthe 
ftablcrwixh piftols in the caps. — We 

mounted 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 113 

mounted inftancly, ordering Clinker and 
Dutton to follow with all poffible expedi>- 
tion I btit notwithftanding all the fpeed 
we could nfiake, the adion was over be- 
fore w« arrived, and the count with his 
lady, fafc lodged at the houfe of Grieve, 
who had fignalizcd himfelf in a very re- 
markable manner on this occalion. At 
the turning of a lane, that led to the vil« 
lag^ where the count's fervants remained, 
a couple of robbers a^horfeback fuddenly 
appeared, with their piflob advanced : 
one kept the coachman in awe, and the 
other demanded the count's money, while 
the youDg-'fquire went oflf at full fpeed, 
without ever calling a look behind* The 
count dcfiring the thief to withdraw his 
piftol, as the lady was in great terror, de- 
livered his pur£e without making the leafl: 
reiiftance v but not fatisfied with this 
booty:, . which was pretty confiderable, 
the rafcal infilled upon rifling hex of her 
ear*rings and necklace, and the countefs 
fcreamed with affright. Her hufband> 
exafperated at the violence with which 
flie was threatened, wrefted the piftol out 
of the fellow's hand, and turning it upon 
him, fnapped it in his face ; but the rob- 
ber knowing there was no charge in it, 
drew another from his bofomat and in all 

pro- 
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probability would have killed him on the 
fpot, had not hi? life been faved by a won- 
derful in terpofition. Grieve,, the apotheca- 
ry, chancing to pafs tha^t very inftant, ran 
*p to the coach, and with a crab-ftick, 
which was all the weapon he had, broughs 
the fellow to the ground with the firft blow; 
then feizing his piftol, prefcntcd it to his 
colleague, who fired his piece at random^ 
and fled without further oppofition. The 
other was fecured by the affiftance of the 
count and the coachman*; and his legs 
l3eing tied under the beHy of his^ own 
horfc, Grieve conducted htm to- the vil- 
lage, whither alfo the carriage proceeded* 
It was with great difficulty the countefs 
could be kept from fwooning; but at 
laft (be was happily conveyed to the houfe 
of the apothecary, who went into the (hop 
to prepare fome drops for her, while his 
wife and daughter admini(lered to her in 
another apartment. 

I found the countftanding in the kitchen 
with the parfon of the parifli, and expreffing 
much impatience to fee his protedor^ 
whom as yet he had fcarce found time to 
thank for the e(rential fervice he had done 
him and the Gountefs -—The daughter 
paffing at the (ame time with a glafs of 
water, moAfieur de Melville could not 

help 
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help taking notice of her figure/ which 
was ftrikingly engaging. — ^' Ay, (faid the 
" parfon) flie is the prettied: girl, and 
** the beft girl in all: my parifti •, and if 
I could give my fon an cftate of ten 
thoufand a year, he fliouldhave my 
confent to lay it at her feet. If Mr. 
'* Grieve had been as follicitous about 
•* getting money, as he has been in per- 
forming all the duties of a primitive 
Chriftian, Fy would not have hung (o 
*• long upon his hands." 1* What is her 
" name ?** faid I. •♦ Sixteen years ago 
** (anfwercd the vicar) I chriftcned her by 
" the names of Seraphina Melvilia.** 
** Ha ! what ! how ! (cried the count 
** eagerly) fure, you faid Seraphina Mel- 
«* vilia." " I did •, (faid he) Mr. Grieve 
" told me thofc were the names of two 
" noble perfons abroad, to whom he had 
** been obliged for more than life." 

The count, without fpeaking another 
fyllable, rufhed into the parlour, crying, 
" This is your god-daughter, my dear." 
Mrs. Grieve, then' feizing the countcfs by 
the hand, exclaimed with great agitation, 
*' O madam ! — O fir ! — I am — I am your 
*' poor Elinor.— This is my Seraphina 

** Melvilia. O child! thcfe are the 

•* count and countefs of Mclville,^ the 

gene- 
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•* generous — the glorious benc£aftors of 
•* thy once unhappy parents.** 

The countefs rifing from her fear, 
threw her arms about the neck of the 
amiable Seraphina, and clafped her to 
her bread with great tcndernefs, while 
flie hcrfelf was embraced By the weepirig 
mother. This moving fcene was com-- 
pleted by the entrance of Grieve himfelf, 
who falling on his knees before the count, 
•«• Behold (faid he) a penitent, who at 
•* length can look upon his patron with- 
♦« out flirinking." " Ah, Ferdinand"! 
** (cried he, raifing and folding him m 
^* his arms) the play-fellow of my infan»- 
cy— the companion of ray youth !— 
Is it to you then I am indcbted^for my 
•* life ?•• *« Heaven has heard my pray- 
•* er, (faid the other) and given me an 
** opportunity to prove myfelf not alto* 
gether unworthy of your clemency anci 
protedtion.*' He then kiffed the hand 
of the countefs, while monfieur de Mel- 
ville faluted his wife and lovely daughter, 
and all of us were greatly affefted by this 
pathetic recognition. 

In a word. Grieve was no other than 
Ferdinand count Fathom, whofe adven- 
tures were printed many years ago. Be- 
ing a fincere convert to vktue, he had 

changed 
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changed his dame, chat he might elude 
the enquiries of the count, whofe geneToui 
allowance he determined to forego, that 
he might have no dependence but upon 
his own induftry and moderation. He 
had accordingly fettled in this village as a 
praftitioner ia furgery and phyfic, and 
for fome years, wf eflkd with all the mife* 
rtes of indigence, i^hich, however, be 
and hi^ wife had borne with the mq& ex* 
emplary refigoation. At length, by dint 
of unwearied attention co the <iuties of his 
profeifion, which he exercifed with equal 
humanity and fuccefs, he had acquired a 
tolerable fliare of bufinefs among the 
farmers and comnK>n people, which ena* 
falcd him to lire in a decent manner. He 
had been fcarce ever feen to fmile ; was 
unaffeftedly pious ; and all the time he 
could fpare fronf) the avocations of his 
employment be fpent in educating his 
daughter, and in ftudying for his own 
improvement.*— In Ihort, the adventurer 
Fathom was, under the name of Grieve^ 
xmiverfally refpeded among the commoiiF* 
alty of this diftrift, as a prodigy of learn^ 
ing and virtue^ Thefe particulars I 
learned frc»n the vicar, when we quitted 
the room, that they might be under n6 re- 
ftraint in tbdr noutual efiufions. I maHe 

n^ 
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no doubt that Grieve will be prefled to 
leave offbufinefs, and re- unite himfelf to 
the count's family ; and as the countefs 
fcemed extremely fond of his daughter, 
(he will, in all probability, infift upon Se* 
raphina's accompanying her to Scotland. 
* Having paid our compliments to thefe 
noble perfons, we returned to the Yquirc's, 
where we expected an invitation to pafs the 
night, which was wet and raw; but, it 
feems, 'fquire Burdock's hofpitality reach* 
ed not fo far for the honour of Yorkfhire: 
we therefore departed in the evening, and 
lay at an inn, where I caught cold. 

In hope of riding it down before it 
could take faft hold on my conftitution, 
t refolved to vifit another relation, one 
Mr, Pimpernel, who lived about a dozen 
miles from the place where we lodged* 
Pimpernel being the youngeft of four 
fons, was bred an attorney at Furnival's- 
inn ; but all his elder brothers dying, he 
got himfelf called to the bar for the ho- 
nour of his family,- and foon after this ' 
preferment, fucceeded to his father's eftatc, 
which was very confiderable. He carried 
Jiofiie with hini all the knavilh chicanery 
of the ioweft pettifogger, together with a 
wife whom he had purchafed of a dray- 
man for twenty ^pounds ^ and he foon 

found 
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found means to obtain a Dedimus as an 
a<5lingjuftice of peace. He js not only 
a ibrdid mifer in his difpofuion, but his 
avarice is mingled with a fpirit of defpo* 
tifm, which is truly diabolical.— He is a 
brutal hufband, an unnatural parent, a 
harfh mailer, an oppreiHve landlord, a lir 
tigious neighbour, and a partial magi^ 

ftrate. Friends he has none 5 and in 

point of hofpitality and good breeding, 
our coufin Burdock is a prince in com- 
parifon of this ungracious mifcreant^ 
^hofe houfe is the lively reprcfentation of 
a gaol. Our reception vras fuitable to the 
chara&er I have fketched. Had It de- 
pended upon the wife, we fhould have 
been kindly treated. — She is really a good 
lore of a woman, in fpite of her low ori* 
ginal, and well refpe&ed in the county % 
but ihe has not intereft enough in her 
own houfe to command a draught of ta« 
ble-beer, far lefs to beftow any kind of 
education on her children, who run about, 
like ragged colts, in a (late of nature.— -- 
Pox on him ! he is fuch a dirty fellow, 
that I have not patience to profecute the 
fubje£l. 

By that time we reached H^rrigate, I 
began to be vifited by certain rheumatic 
fymptoms. The Scotch lawyer, Mr. 

Micklc-» 
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Mickkwhimmen, recommended a hot 
bath of cbefe waters fo earneftly, chat I 
was over-perfuaded to try the expert* 
ment.— *He had u(ed it often with fuccefs^ 
and always ftayed an hour in the bath» 
which was a tab fiDed with Harrigate 
water, heated for the purpofe. If I could 
hardly bear the fmell of a fingle tumbkr 
when cold, you may gudfs how my nofe 
was regaled by the fteams ari(ing from a 
hot bath of the {stmt fluid. At night, I 
was conduced into a dark hole on the 
;round floor, where the tub fmoaked and 
:urtk like the pot of Acheron, in one 
trorner, and in another ftood a dirty bed 

ficrided with thick blank(its, in wluch 
was *to fweat after coming out of the 
bath. My heart feei^d to die within me 
when I entered this difmal bagnio^ and 
found my brain aflaulted by fuch infufier- 
able effluvia.—^! curfed Mickiev^immefi 
for not confidering tlwt my organs were 
formed on this fide of the TMreed ; but 
iDeing afliamed to recoil upon the tbro- 
!ftiold, I fobmitted to the prooefs. 

After having endured all but real fiiflfo* 
cation for above a quarter of an hour in 
the tub, I was moved to the bed and 
wrapped in blankets.— -There I lay a full 
hour panting with intolerable heat % but 

not 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. f2i 

«ot the leaft moiflrurc appearing on my 
flcin,. I was carried to my own chamber, 
•and pafied the night without clefing an 
«yc, in fuch a flutter of fpirits as render- 
ed me the moft mifcrable wretch in be- 
ing. I fhookf certainly have run dtftrad- 
•ed, if the rarcfaftion of my biood,' occa- 
jioned by that Stygian bath, had not burft 
the vcflcls, and produced a viotent hae- 
morrhagje, which, though dreadful and 
alarming, removed the horrible difquict. 
^— I lofli two pounds of blood, and more,! 
on this occafion^ and find myfelf ftill 
weak and languid ; but, I believe, a little 
^exercifc will forward my recovery ; and 
therefore I am refolved to fer out to-mor- 
row for York, in my way to Scarbo- 
rough, where f propofe to brace up my 
fibres by fea-bathing, which, I know, is 
one of your favourite fpecifics. There is; 
however,, one difeafe, for which you have 
found as yet no fpecific, and that is old 
• age; of which this tedious unconneded • 
cpirtle is an mfiUifele fymptom :— wj&^a/, 
therefore, cannot be cured^ muji h endwred^ 
by you, as well as by 

Yoursy 

Harrigatc, Jane %%. MaTT. Br AMBLI i 
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To Sir Watkim Phillips, Bart, of 
Jefus . college, OxoD. 

DEAR XNIGHT» 

THE manner of living at Harrigatc 
was fo agreeable to my difpolition, that I 
kft the placewithfome regret — ^Our aunt 
Tabby would have probably made fome 
objedion to our departing fo foon, had 
iiot an accident embroile() her with Mr. 
Micklewhioimen, the Scotch advocate* 
pn whofe heart fiie had been pradifing, 
from the fecond day after our arrival-— 
That original, though feemingly preclud- 
ed from the ufe of his limbs, had turned 
his genius to good account — In (hort, by 
dint of groaning, and whining, he had ex«- 
cited the compalfion of the company io 
efiedually, that an old lady, who occu- 
pied the very beft apartment in the houfe» 
gave it up for his eafe and convenience. 
When his man led him into the Long 
Room, all the females were immediately 
in commotioa— -Qne fet an elbow-chair $ 
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aviother fhook up the cufliion ; a third 
brought a ftool; and a fourth a pillow, 
for the accommodation of his feet — Two 
ladies (of whom Tabby was always one) 
fupported him into the dining-room, and 
placed him properly at the table ; and 
his taftc was indulged with a fuccelTion 
of delicacies, culled by their fair hands. 
All this attention he repaid with a pro- 
fufion of compliments and benedidions, 
which were not the lefs agreeable for be- 
ing delivered in the Scottifc dialedt. As 
for Mrs. Tabitha, his refpeds were parti- 
cularly addrefled to her, and he did not 
fail to mingle them with religious reflec- 
tions, touching free grace, knowing her 
biafs to methodifm, which he alfo pro- 
fefled upon a calviniftical model. 

For my part, I could not help think- 
ing this lawyer was not fuch an invalid as 
he pretended to be. I obferved he ate 
very heartily three times a-day 5 and 
though his bottle was marked Jiomacbic 
tinSure^ he had recourfe to it fo often, 
and feemed tofwallow it with fuch pecu- 
liar rclifli, that I fufpefted it was not 
compounded in the apothecary's {hop, or 
the chemift's laboratory. One day, while 
he was earned in difcourfe with Mrs. 
Tabitha, and his fervant had gone out 

G 2 on 
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QD focne occaftQfi or other» I dczteroufff 
c^xiihanged the labels, and fituation of his 
bottle and mine i and having tailed his 
tinfture, found it was excellent claret. 
I forthwith handed it about to fome of 
my neighbours, and it was quite emptied 
before Mr. Micklewhimmen had occaGon 
cp repeat his draught. At length, turn* 
ing about, he took hold of my bottle, 
ioftead of his own, aoi, filling a large 
gUfe> drank to the health of Mrs, Tabi« 
tha — It had fcarce touched his lips, whea 
he perceived the change which had been 
put upon him, and was at firft a little out 
of countenance-'— -He leemed to retire 
within himfelf,, in order to deliberate^ 
suxd iix half a minute his refolution was 
taken ; addrel&ng himfelf (o our quarter^ 
** I give the gentleman cradiit for his wic 
«*" (faid he) ; it was a gudc praftical joke ; 
^^ but fometimes UjocHnferia duamt ma^ 
^^ la-^ hope for his own fake he has na 
•^ drank all the liccor ; for it was a vara 
*' poorful infufioa of jallap in Bourdeaux 
^' wine ; at its poflable he may ha ta'en 
•*^ fie a dole as will produce a terrible 
«' cataftrophe in his ain booels-^** 

By far the greater part of the contents 
had fallen to the fhare of a y<mng clo? 
thiei; ffom Leeds,, who had coa»to make 

a figure 
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a &gure at Harrigate, and was, m cSTeA 
a great coxcomb in his way, Ic was with 
a view to laugh ac his fellow-guefts^ as 
well as to mortify the lawyer, that he had 
emptied the bottle, when it cattie to his 
turn, and he had laughed accordingly : 
but now his mirth gave way to bis appre*- 
henfion — He began to fpit, to make wry 
faces, and writhe himfelf into various 
contorfions— •** Damn the ftuff! (cried 
he) I thought it had a villanous twang 
—pah ! He that would cozen a Scot> 
♦* mun get oop betimes, and take Old 
** Scratch for his counfellor — '* •* In 
•* troth mefter what d*yeca*um> (replied 
** the lawyer) your wit has run you into a 
•* filthy puddle — I'm truly confarned for 
*• your waeful cafe— The beft advice I 
** can give you, in fic a delemma, is to 
** fend an exprefs to Rippon for doftor 
** Waugh, without delay, and, in the 
^* mean time, fwallow all the oil and but- 
♦* ter you can find in the hoofe, to dc* 
*^ fend your poor ftomach and intallins 
** from the villication of the particles of 
•* the jallap, which is vara violent, event' 
^ when taken in moderation." 

The poor clothier's torments had al- 
ready begun : he retired, roaring with 
pain^ to his own chamber ^ the oil was 

G 3 fwal- 
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fwallowed, and the dodor fenc for ; but 
before he arrived, the miferable patient 
bad made fuch difcharges upwards and 
downwards, that nothing remained to 
give him further oflfencc ; and this dou- 
ble evacuation, was produced by imagi- 
nation alone J for what he had drank 
was genuine wine of Bourdeaux, which 
the lawyer had brought from Scotland 
for his own private ufe. The clothier, 
finding the joke turn out U} expenfive 
and difagreeable^ quitted the houfe next 
morning, leaving the triumph to Mickle- 
whimmen, who enjoyed it internally, 
without, any outward figns of exultation 
—on the contrary, he afFc6tcd to pity 
the young man for what he had fuffered ; 
and acquired fre(h credit from this fhew 
of moderation;^ 

It was about the middle of the night, 
which fucceeded this adventure, that the 
vent of the kitchen chimney being foul, 
the foot took Bre, and the alarm wa$ 
given in a dreadful manner — Every body 
leaped naked out of bed, and in a mi- 
nute the whole houfe was filled with cries 
and confufron— There were two ftairs in 
the hoUfe, and to thefe we naturally ran ; 
but they were both fo blocked up, by the 
people prclTing one upon another, that it 

feem-^ 
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fcemed impoffible tapafs, without throw- 
ing down and trampling upon the women. 
In the midft of this anarchy, Mr. Mickle- 
whrmmen, with a leathern portmanteau 
orr hrs back, came runnrng as nimble as 
a buck along the paffage ; and Tabby, 
in her under-petticoat, endeavouring to 
hook him under the arm, that fhe might 
tfcape through his proteftion, he very 
fairly pulhed her down, crying, " Na, 
** na, godefarth, charity begins at hame !" 
Without paying the Jeaft refpeft to the 
(hrieks and intreaties of his female friends, 
he charged through the midfl of the 
crowd, overturning every thing that op- 
pofed him ; and aftually fought his way 
to the bottom of the ftair-cafe — By this 
time Clinker had found a ladder, by which 
he entered the window of my uncle's 
chamber, where our family was aflem- 
bled, and propofed that we (hould make 
our exit fucceflively by that conveyance. 
The 'fquire exhorted his fitter to begin' 
the defcent ; but, before fhe could re- 
folve, her woman, Mrs. Winifred Jen- 
kins, in a tranfport of terror, threw 
herfelf out at the window upon the 
ladder, while Humphry dropped upon 
the ground, that he might receive 

bcr in her defcent This maiden 
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was yaft as (he had darted out of bedv 
the moon ihonc very bright, and a frclh 
bree:^e of wind blowing, none of Mrs. 
Winifred's beauties could poffibly efcape 
the view of the fortunate Clinketj whole' 
heart was not able to withftand the united 
force of fo many charms ^ at leaft, I annt. 
much miftaken, if he has not been hes 
humble flave from that moment— He re- 
ceived her in his arms, and, giving her 
bis xoat to protedb her from the weather^ 
afcended agaia with admirable dexte- 
rity. 

At that inftant, the landlord pf the 
houfe called out with an audible voice,, 
that the fire was extinguifhed? d^nd the 
llLdies had nothing further to fear : this- 
was ^ welcome note to the audience, and 
produced an immediate effeft ; the fhriek- 
ing ceafed, and a confufed found of ex*^ 
poftul^tipn enfued. I condu<5led Mrs^ 
Tabitha ^nd my lifter to their own cham- 
ber,, where jLiddy fainted away % but-wa^ 
fpon bfQught to herfclf. Then I went to 
offer my fcrvices to the other ladies, who 
might want affiftancc — They were all 
fcudding through the paiTage to their fe« 
veral apartments ^ and as the thoroughfair 
was lighted by two lamps, I had a pret-^ 
ty goQd oUfervation of them in their tran- 

fiti 
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lit; but as moft of them were naked to 
the fmock, and all their heads (hrowded 
in huge night-caps, I could not diftinguifh 
one face from another, though I rccog* 
sized fomc of their voices— Thefe were 
generally plaintive; fome wept, fonie 
icolded, and fome prayed — I lifted up 
•ne poor old gentlewoman, who had been 
overturned and fore bruifed by a multi*^ 
tude of feet;* and this was alfo the cafe 
with the lame parfon from Northumber* 
land, .whom Micklewhimmen had in his 
paiTage overthrown, though not with im- 
punity, for the cripple, in falling, gave 
him fuch a good pelt on the head with 
his crutch, that the blood followed. 

As for this lawyer, he waited below till 
the hurly burly was over, and then ftole 
foftly tp his own chamber, from whence 
he did not venture to make a fecond fal- 
ly till eleven in the forenoon, when he was 
led ihto the Public Room by his own fer* 
Tant and another afliftanc, groaning moft 
woefully, with a bloody napkin round 
his head. But things were greatly altered 
— The felfifli brutality of bis behaviour 
on the flairs had fteeled their hearts againft 
all his arts and addrefs Not a foul of- 
fered to accomfhodate him with chair, 
cufliion, or fbotftool ; fb that he was ob- 

G 5 liged 
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Hged to fit dowa on a hard wooden 
bench — In that pofition, he looked a* 
round with a rueful afpeft, and, bowing; 
very low, faid in a whining tone, " Your 
♦* moft humble fervant, ladies—Fire is 
** a dreadful calamity—" " Fire puri*- 
" fies gold> and it tries friendlhip.** 
cried Mrs. Tabitha, bridlingi. " Yea,. 
" madam (replied Micklewhimmen) v 
« and it trieth difcretion ajfo — " " I£ 
** difcretion confifts in forfaking a friend 
** in adverfity, you are eminently poflcflP-- 
" ed of that virtue;** refumed our aunt — - 
«« Na, madam, (rejoined the advocate) 
" well I wot, I cannot claim, any merit 
" from the mode of my retreat— Ye*ll 
** pleafe to obferve ladies, there are twa 
*< independent principles that aduate 
** our natufe— *One is inftinft, which we 
**^ have in common, with, the bpute crea- 
5* tion, and the other is reafon — ^Noo, in 
•* certain great emergencies, when the ^ 
«' faculty of reafon is fufpended,.. inftinfib: 
^' taks the lead, and when this predo- 
^ minates, having no afiiaity with reat 
*^ ion, it pays no (brt of regard to its 
" conneftions^; it only operates for the 
** prefervation of the individual^ and that 
^ by the moft expeditious and effedual 
means ; therefore, begging yojur par^ 
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^ don, ladies, Fm no accountable infora 
*•* confcientiie^ for what I did, while un- 
•* der the influence of this irrefiftible 



•* pooer,*' 
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Here my uncle interpofing, " I (hould 
be glad to knowj (faid he) whether it 
was inftinft that prompted you to re- 
treat with bag and baggage; for, I 
think, you had a portmanteau on your 
(houlder— " The lawyer ahfwercd,^ 
without hefitation, " Gif I might tell my 
mind freely,-^ withoot incuring the fuf- 
picion of prefumption, I fhould think 
it was fomething fuperior toeither rea- 
fon or inftinft which fuggefted that 
*« meafure, and this on a tWafald ac- 
•* coont : in the firft place, the port- 
" manteau^ contained the writings of a 
«* worthy nobleman's eft ate ; and their 
being burnt would have occafioned a 
lofs that could not be repaired ; fe- 
condly, my good angel fcems to have 
** laid the portmantle on my fhoulders, by 
w way of defence,^ to fuftain the violence 
"of a moft inhuman blow, from tl^e 
•* crutch^ of a reverend clergyman j- 
•* which, even in fpitc of that medium, 
•* hath wounded me Ibrcly, even unto 
** the' pericranium.'*' " By your own 
*** doftrine, (cried the parfon, who chanced 
^^ G d " to 
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*' to be prcfcnt) I am not accountable 
*« for the blow, which was the effeft ai 
inftinft.** " I crave your pardon, re- 
verend fir, (faid the other) iqftinft ne- 
'* ver afts but /or the prcfervation of the 
" individual 5 but your prefcrvation was 

•« out of the cafe you bsid already re* 

•' ccived the damage, and therefore the 
•* blow muft be imputed to rcvcuge^ 
^' which is a (inful paffion, that ill be-^ 
•' comes any Chrittian, efpecially a pro- 
^* teftant divine j and let me tell you,. 
**. moft reverend dodtor, gin I had a- 
•* mind to plea, the law would hauld 
•' my libel relevant" " Why, theda- 
•* mage is pretty equal on both fides 
(cried the parfon) 5 your head is broke, 
and my crutch is fnapt in the middle 
— Now, if you will repair the one, I 
will be at th? expence of curing the 
" other.? 

This fally raifed the laugh agaiUiffc 
Migklewhimmen, who began to look 
grave ; when my upcle, in order to 
change the difcpufe, obferved, that in- 
llindt had been yery kind to him in an- 
other refpedk ; for it had reftored to him 
the ufe of his limbs, which, in his exit, 
he had moved with furprifing agility. — — • 
He replied, that it w^ the nature of feaf' 

to 
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to brace up the nerves ; and mentioned 
iame furpriiing feats of flrength and ac- 
tivity performed by perfons under the 
impulfe of terror; but he complained^ 
that in his own particular, the efFe£ls> 
had ceafed wheo the caufe was taken 
away— The *lqutfe faid, he would lay a 
tea-drinking on his head, thai he fhouldf 
dance a Scotch meafure, without making: 
a falfe ftep ; and the advocate grinning^ 
called for the piper — A fiddler being at 
hand, this original ftarted up^ with his^ 
bloody napkin over his black tye- peri- 
wig, and acq,uitted himfelf in fuch a man-- 
ner as exerted the mirth of the whole 
company ; but he could not regain the- 
good graces of Mrs. Tabby, who did not 
underftand the principle of inftindj and 
the lawyer did not think it worth his while* 
to proceed to further demonftration. 

From Harrigatej we came hither, by 
the way of York, and here we ihall tar- 
ry fome days, as my uncle and Tabitha 
are both refolved to make ufe of the 
waters. Scarborough^ though a paltry 
town, is romantic from its fituation along 
a cliff that over-hangs the fea. The har- 
bour is formed by a fmall elbow of land 
that runs out as a natural mole, dire<ftly 
cppofite to the town ; and on that fide is 

7 the 
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fhc caftle, which ftands very high, oT 
eonfiderablc extent^ and,, before the in- 
vention of gun-powder, was counted im- 
pregnable. At the other end of Scar- 
borough are two public rooms for the 
wfe of the company, whorefort to this 
place in the fumnfier, to drink the waters 
and bathe in the fea ; and the diverfionS' 
are pretty much on the fame footing here: 
as at Bath. The Spa is a little way be- 
yond the town, on this fidci under a cliffy 
within a few paces of the lea, and thither 
ihe drinkers go every morning in difli»- 
bille; but the defcent is by a great num- 
ber of fteps, which invalids find very itt- 
Gonvenient. Betwixt the well and the 
harbour, the bathing machines are ran- 
ged along the beach, with all their pro— 

perr utenfils and attendants You have 

never fecn one of thefe machines— Iniage^ 
to youffclf a fmaH, foug, wooden cham- 
ber,, fixed upon- a wheel-carriage, having 
a door at each end, and on each^ fidea 
little window above, a bench below— 
The bather, afcending inta this apart- 
ment by wooden fteps, fhuts himfcif in^. 
and begins to undrefs, while the atten* 
dant yokes a horfe to the end next the 
fea, and diaws the carriage forwards,, tilU 
the. furface.of the water is on a. level witfe^ 

the: 
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the floor of the dreffing-roorrv then he 
moves and fixes the horfe to the other 
end— -The perfott within, being ftripped^ 
opens the door to the fea-ward^ where he 
finds the guide ready, and plunges head- 
long into the water After having 

bached, be re-afcends into the apart* 
ment, by the fteps which had been fliifc- 
cd for that purpofe,. and puts on his 
clothes at his leifure, while the carriage 
is drawn back again upon the dry land ^ 
to that he has nothing further to do, buc 
to open the door, and come down as he 
went up — Should he be fb weak or ill as 
to require a fervant to put ofiTand.on his 
clothes, there is. room, enough in the a- 
partment for half a dozen people. The 
guides who attend the ladies in the wa- 
ter, are of their own fex, and they and 
the female bathers have a drefs of flan- 
nel for the fea ; nay, they are provided 
with other conveniences for the fupport 
of decorum. A certain ivumber of the ma- 
chines are fitted with ti)^, that projedb. 
from the fea* ward ends- of them, fo as to 
fcreen the bathers from, the view of alk 
perfons whatfoever — The beach is admir- 
ably adapted for this pradice, the defcent 
being gently gradual^ and the fand foft 
as velvet ^ but then the noachines can be^ 
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wfed only at a certain time of the tid^, 
which varies every day; fo that fome- 
times the bathers arc obliged to rife v^ry 

early in the morning For my part, t 

love fwimming as an exercife, and can 
enjoy it at all times of the tide, without 
the formality of an apparatus-^^You and 
I have often plunged together into the 
Ilis ; but the iea is a much more noble 
bath, for health as well as pleafure. You= 
cannot conceive what a flow of fpirits it 
gives, and how it braces every fincw of 
the human frame. Were I to enumerate 
balf the difcafes which arc every day cured 
by fea- bathing,, you might juftly fay yout 
had received a treatife, inftead of a letK 
ter, from 

your aTeaionate friend 

and fervant, 

Scarborough, Jvily. u J, MBWORDi- 
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To Dr. Lewis, 



I HAVE not found all the benefit I 
cxpeded at Scarborough, where I have 
been thefe eight days^ — l^rQm Harrigaie 
we came hither by the way of York, 
where we flayed only one day to vifit the 
Caftle, theMinfter, and the Affembly-room* 
The firft, which was heretofore a fortrefe^ 
is now converted to a prifon, and is the 
bcft, in all refpefts, 1 ever faw at home 
or abroad — It ftands in a high fituation^ 
cxtreiT>ely well ventilated; andhasafpa- 
cious area within the walls, for the health 
and convenience of all the prifoners, ex- 
cept thofe whom k is neceffary to fecure 

in clofc confinenfient Even thefe laflr 

have all the con[>fbrts that the nature of 
their fituation , can admit. Here the 
afljzes are held, in a range of buildings, 
credled for that purpofe. 

As for the Minfter, I know not how to 
diftinguifli it, except by its great fize and 
the height of its fpire, ftom thole other 

an- 
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antient churches in different parts-ofthe 
kingdom, which ufed to be called mo-' 
numents of Gothic architedlure 5 but it is 
now agreed, that this ftile is Saracen ra« 
ther than Gothic ; and, I fuppofe, it was 
firft imported into England from Spain, 
great part of which was under the domi* 
nion of the Moors. Thofe Britilh archi- 
tefts, who adopted this ftilc, don*t fecm 
ro have confidered the propriety of their 
adoption. The climate of the country, 
poffefTcd by the Moors or Saracens, both 
in Africa and Spain, was fo exceedingly 
hot and dry, that thofe who built places 
of worlhip for the multitude, employed 
riieir talents in contriving edifices that 
fhoukl be cool y and, for thi^ purpofe, 
nothing could be better adopted than 
thofe buildings ; vaft, narrow, dark, ancf 
Jofty, impervious to the fun-beams, and 
having little communication with thc^ 
fcorched external atmofphere ; but ever: 
affording a refrefhing coolnefs, like fub^. 
terranean- ceKars in- the heats offummer,. 
or natural caverns m the bowels of huge 
mountarns. But nothing could be more 
prepofterous, than'to imitate fuch a mode 
of architefture in ar country like Eng- 
land, where the climate is cold, and thcr 
air eternally loaded with: vapours ; and 

where*. 
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where, of conftquence, the builder's iit* 
tencfon ftiould be to keep the people dry 
and warm — For my part, I never entered 
the Abbey church at Bath but once, and 
the HKKnent I ftept over the thre(hold, I 
found myfelf chilled to the very marrow 
of my bones — When we confider, that 
in our churches, in gerieraP, we breathe a 
grofs ftagnated air, furcharged with 
damps from vaults, tombs, and charncl- 
houfes, may we not term them fo many 
magazines of rheums, created for the be- 
nefit of the medical faculty ? and fafely 
aver, that more bodies are loft, than 
fouls faved, by going to church, in the 
winter efpecially, which may be faid to. 
engrofs eight months in the year. I 
ihould be glad to know, what offence it 
would give to tender confciences, if the 
houfe of God was made more comfort- 
able, or lefs dangerous to the health of 
valetudinarians •, and whether it would 
not be an encouragement to piety, as well 
as the falvation of many lives, if the 
place of worlhip was well floored, wain- 
Icottcd, warmed, and ventilated, and its 
area kept facred from the pollution of the 
dead. The practice of burying in 
churches was the effeft of ignorant fii- 
perftition, influenced by knaviih priefl:s» 

whu 



f40 The EXPEEriTrON or 

who pretei)ded that the devils could have 
no power over the d^fuu&y if he was in^ 
terred in holy ground $. and thi«, indeed# 
15 the only reafon that can be given for 
confecrating all cemeteries, even at thit 
^ay« 

The external appearance of an old ca- 
ihedral cannot be but difpIeaGog to the 
eye of every man, who has any idea of 
j)ropriety and proportion, even though he 
may be ignorant of archice<5lure as a 
icience i and the long flender fpire puts 
one in mind of a criminal impaled, witb 
a (harp flake rifing up through hi& 
flioulder— Theft towers, or fteeples, were 
iikcwife borrowed from the Mahometans $ 
who, having no bells, ufed fuch mina* 
rets for the purpofe of calling the people 
to prayers— They may be of further ufe-,. 
Jiowever, for making obfervations and 
fignals ; but I would vote for their be- 
ing diftinft from the body of the church, 
bccaufe they ferve only to* make the pile- 
more barbarous, or Saracenciak 

There is nothing of this Arabic archi- 
tcfture in the Aflembly Room, which, 
feems to me to have been built upon a de- 
fign of Palladio, and might be converted 
into an elegant place of worfliip ; but it 
is iodifFerently contrived for that fort of 

ido* 
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idolatry whkh is performed in it at pre* 
fent : the grandeur of the fane gives a 
diminutive ciFecl to the littk painted di- 
vinities tha( are adored in it, and the 
company^ on a hall-night, mu(l look like 
an aflembly of fancaftic fairies, revel}ii>g 
by moon*Iight among the columns of a 
Grecian temple. 

Scarborough ieems to^ be falling off, ia 

|XHDt of reputation All tbefe places 

(Bath excepted) have their vogue, and 
then the falhion changes-«^I am perfuad- 
ed, there are fifty fpaws in England as 
tefficacious and iaiutary as chat of Scar- 
borough, though they have not yet rilen 
to fame s and, perhaps, never wiU, un- 
lefs fome medical encomiafl ihould feaii 
an intereft in di^laying their virtues to 
the public view— *— Be that as it may, re- 
courfe will always be had to this place 
for the convenience of fea-beathing, while 
this pradice prevails ; but it were to be 
wiflied^ they would make the beach more 
aeceffible to invalids* 

I have here met with my old acquain- 
tance, H— t, whom, you have often 
heard me mention as one of the mod: 

original charaders upon earth 1 firft 

knew him at Venice, and afterwards faw 
him in different parts of Italy, where he 

was 
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was well known by the liick-namc of Ca- 
\Mo Bianco, from his appearing always 
mounted on a pale horfe, like Death in 
the Revelations. You muft remember 
the account I once gave you of a curious 
tlifpute he had at Conftantinople, with a 
couple of Turks, in defence of the Chri- 
ftian religion ; a difpute from which he 
acquired the epithet of Demon flrator— 

The truth is, H owns no religion 

but that of nature ; but, on this occafion, 
he was ftimulated to fhew his parts, for 
the honour of his country — Some years 
ago, being in the Campidoglio at Rome, 
he made up to the buft of Jupiter, and, 
bowing very low, exclaimed inthe Italian 
language, " I hope, fir, if ever you get 
*' your head above water again, you will 
*« remember that I paid my refpefts to 
** you in your adverfity." This fally was 
reported to the cardinal Camerlengo, and 
by him laid before pope Benedift XIV, 
who could not help laughing at the ex- 
travagance of the addrefs, and faid to the 
cardinal^ " Thofe Englifh heretics think 
*« they have, a right to go to the devil in 
*« their own way/* 

Indeed H was the only Engli(h- 

jnAn I ever knew, who had refolutton 
enough to live in his own way, in the 

midll. 
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ffiidft of foreigners y for, neither in drcfs, 
diet, cuiloms, or converfation, did he 
deviate one tittle from the manner in 
which he had been brought up. About 
twelve years ago, he began a Giro or cir- 
cuit, which he thus performed — At Na- 
ples, where he fixed his head-quarters, 
he embarked for Marfeilles, from whence 
he travelled with a Voiturin to Antibes— - 
There he took his paflage to Genoa and 
Lerici; from which laft plac^ he pro- 
ceeded, by the way of Cambratina, to Pifa; 
and Florence-^After having halted fome 
time in this metropolis, he fet out with a 
Vetturino for Rome, where he repofed 
himfelf a few weeks, and then continued 
his route for Naples, in order to wait for 
the next opportunity of embarkation — 
After having twelve times dcfcribed this 
circle, he lately flew off* at a tangent to 
vifit fome trees ait his country-houfe in 
England, which he had planted above 
twenty ye^rs ago, after the plan of the 
doyble colonnade in the piazza of St. 
Peter's at Rome--* — He came hither to 
Scarborough, to pay his refpeds to his 
noble friend and former pupil, the M— 
of G I, and, forgetting that he is now 
turned of feventy, facrificed fo liberally 
to Bacchus, that next day he was feized 

with 
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« fit of the apoplexy, which has a little 
impaired his memory ; but he retains all 
the oddity of his charaftcr in perfection, ' 
and is going back to Italy, by the way 
of Geneva, that he may have a confe- 
rence with fcis friend Voltaire, about giv- 
ing the laft blow to the Chriftian fupcr- 
itition — He intends to take (hipping here 
for Holland or Hambtargh ; for it is c 
matter of crreat indifference to him ac 
what part Of the continei^e he firil 
l^nds. 

Whf i> he was going* abroad the laft 
time, he took his pafiage in a fliip boo^ 
for Leghorn, and fais^ ^^gg^^ ^^s aAu* 
ally embarked. I« going down the river 
by water, he was by miftake put on board 
of another ycfftl under &fl j and, upoir 
inquiry, tmdcrftood fhe was bound to- 

Peteriburgh ** Peterfbur^,— Peterf- 

•• burgh — (faid he) I don^t care if I go 
•* along with you.*^ He forthwith ftruck ^ 
a bargain with the captain; bought a 
couple of fhirts of the mate, atid was 
fafe conveyed to the court of Mufcovy, 
from whence he travelled by land to re- 
ceive his baggage at Leghorn*— -*^He is 
now more likely than ever to execute a 
whim of the fame nature; and I will hold 
any wager, that as he cannot befuppofcd 

to 
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to live much longer, according to the 
courfe of nature, his exit will be as odd 
as his life has been extravagant *. 

But, to return from one humorift to 
another ; you muft know I have received 
benefit, both from the chalybeate and the 
fea, and would have ufed them longer, 
had not a moft ridiculous adventure, hy 
making me the town- talk, obliged me to 
leave the place ; for J can't bear the 
thoughts of affording a fpedacle to the 

multitude -Ycfterday morning, at fix 

o'clock, I went down to the bathing- 
place, attended by my fervant Clinker, 
who waited on the beach as ufual — The 
wind blowing from the north, and the 

• Tlifs gentleman croffed the fea to France, vifited 
and conferred with Mr. de Voltaire at Fernay, re- 
fumed his old circuit at Genoa, and died in 1767, 
»c the houfe of Vanini in Florence. Being taken with 
a fuppreflion of urine, he refolved,-in imitation of 
Pomponius Atticus, to take himielf off by abftinence 5 
and this refolution he executed like an ancient Ro- 
man. He faw company to the laft, cracked l^is jokes, 
converfed freely, and entertained his guefts with 
mufic. On the third day of his faft, he found him- 
felf entirely freed of his complaint j but refufed tak- 
ing fiiftenance. He faid the moft difagreeable part of 
the voyage was paft, and he ihould be a curfed fool 
ifldeed, to put about Ihip, when he was juft entering 
the harbour. In thefe fentiments he perfifted, with- 
out any marks of affeftation, and thus finifhed his 
courfe with fuch eafe and ferenity, as would have 
done honour to the firnieli Stoic of antiquity. 

Vol, IL H weather 



146 The EXPEDITION of 

weather being hazy, the water proved fo 
chill, that when I rofe from my firft 
pljunge, I could not help fobbing and 
bawling out, froni the efFcfts of the cold. 
Clinker, who heard me cry, and faw me 
indiftindly a good way without theg'nide, 
buffeting the waves, took it for granted 
I was drowning, and rufhing into the fea« 
clothes and all, overturned the guide in 
his hurry to fave his mafter. I had fwam 
out a few ftrokes, when hearing a noife, 
I turned about and faw Clinker, already 
up to his netk, advancing towards me^ 
with all the wildnefs of terror in his a-* 
fpedl — Afraid he would get out of his 
depth, I made haflie to meet him, when^ 
all of a fuddcn, he feized me by one car, 
and dragged me bellowing with pain vp- 
on the dry beach, to the aftonilhment of 
all the people, men, women, and chil- 
dren there aflcmbled. 

I was fo exafperated by the pain of my 
ear* and the difgrace of being expofed in 
fuch an attitude, that, in the firft tran- 
fporr,'' I ftruck him down ; then, run- 
ning back into the fea, took flielter in the 
machine where my clothes had been de- 
pofited. I foon recoUefted myfelf fo fir 
as to do juftice to the poor fellow, who,! 
in great fimplicity of heart, had a<aed 

from 
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from motives of fidelity and afFc6lion — 
Opening the door of the machine, which 
was immediately drawn on fhore, I faw 
bmi (landing by the wheel, dropping likfc 
a water-work, and trembling from head 
to foot ; partly from cold, and partly 
from the dread of having offended his 
.matter — I made my acknowledgments for 
the blow he had received, afllired him [ 
was not angry, and infilled upon his go- 
ing home immediately, to Ihift his 
clothes ; a command which he could 
hardly find in his heart to execute, fo 
well difpofed was he to furnifh the mob 
with further entertainment at my ex- 
pence. Clinker's intention was laudable 
'"without all doubt, but, neverthelefs, I 
am a fufferer by his fimplicity — ^I have 
had a burning-heat, and a ftrange buz- 
zing iftife in that ear, ever fince it was fo 
roughly treated ; and I cannot walk the 
ftrect without being pointed at, as the 
monfter that was hauled naked aHiore 
upon the beach — Well, I affirm that fol- 
ly is often more provoking than knavery, 
aye and more mifchievous too ; and whe- 
ther a man had not better choofe a fenfi- 
ble rogue, than an honeft fimpleton for 
hia fervant, is no matter of doubt with 

yours, 

Scarborough, July 4, MatT. BrambLE. 
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To Sir Watkin Phillips, Bar', of 
Jcfus college, Oxon. 

DEAR WATT, 

WE made a precipitate retreat from 
Scarborough, owing to the exceffive de- 
licacy of our 'fquire, who cannot bear the 
thoughts of Ibcing fr^etereuntium digito 
monftratus. . 

One morning, while he was bathing in 
the Tea, his man Clinker took it in his 
head that his mafter was in danger of 
drowning; and, in this conceit, plung- 
ing into the water, he lugged bih out 
naked on the beach, and almoft pulled 
o£f his ear in the operation. You may 
guefs how this atchicvement was relilh- 
cd by Mr. Bramble, who is impatient, 
irafcible, and has the mod extravavant 
ideas of decency and decorum in the 
oeconomy of his own perfon — Id the firfl: 
ebullition of his choler, he knocked 
Clinker down with his fift ; but he after- 
wards made him amends for this outrage, 

and^ 
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and, in order to avoid the further notice 
of the people, among whonn this incident 
had made him remarkable, he refolved 
to leave Scarborough next day. 

We fet out accordingly over the 
moors, by the, way of Whitby, and be- 
gan our journey betimes, in hopes of 
reaching Stockton that night ; but in this 
hope we were difappointed — In the after- 
noon, crofling a deep gutter, made by a 
torrent, the coach was fo hard ftrained, 
that one of the irons, which conned the 
frame, fnapt, and the leather fling on the 
fame fide, cracked in the middle — The 
fhock was fo great, that my fitter Liddy 
ftruck her head againfi Mrs. Tabitha's 
nofe with fuch violence that the blood 
flowed ; and Win Jenkins was darted 
through a fmall window, in that part of 
the carriage next the horfes, where flie 
ftuck like a bawd in the pillory, till fiie 
was rcleafed by the hand of Mr. Bram- 
ble, We were eight miles diftant from 
any place where we could be fupplied 
with chaifes, and it was impofiible to 
proceed with the coach, until the da- 
mage ihould be repaired — In this dilem- 
ma, we difcovered a black-fmith's forge 
on the edge of a fmall common, abouc 
half a mile from the fcene of our difafter, 

H 3 and. 
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and thither the poftilions made (hifc tx> 
draw the carriage flowly, while the com- 
pany waHced a-foot ; but we found the 
black-fmith had been dead fome days ;. 
and his wife, who had been lately deli- 
vered, was deprived of her fenfes, under 
the care of a nurfc, hired by the parifli. 
We were exceedingly mortified at this 
difappointment, which, however, was 
furmounted by the help of Humphry 
Clinker, who is a furprifing compound 
of genius and fimplicity. Finding the 
tools of the dcfunft, together with fome 
coals in the fmithy, he unfcrewed the 
damaged iron in a twinkling, and, 
kindling a' fire, united the broken piecea^ 
with equal dexterity and difpatch-*-While 
he was at work upon this operation, the 
poor woman in the ftraw, ftruck vMh the 
well-known found of the hammer and 
anvil, ftarted up, and, notwithftanding 
all the nurfe's efforts, came running intd 
the fmithy, where, throwing her arms a- 
hout Clinker's neck,. « Ah, Jacob J 
*• (cried (he) how could you leave me in 
** fuch a condition ?*• 

This incident was too pathetic to oc-* 

cafion mirth it brought tears into the 

eyes of all prefent. The poor widow was, 
put to bed again -, and we did not leave 

the 
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the vilUgc without doing fomcthing for 
her benefit — Even Tabkha*s charity was 
awakened on this occafion, As for the 
tender-hearted Humphry Clinker, he 
hammered the iron and wept at the fame 
time — But his ingenuity was not confined 
to his own province of farrier and black- 
fmith— it was ncceffary to join the 
kather fling, which had been broke ; and 
this fervice he likewifc performed, by 
means of a broken awl, which he new- 
pointed and ground, a little hemp, 
which he fpun into lingels, and a few 
tacks which he made for the purpofe — 
Upon the whole^ we were in a condition 
to proceed ia little more than one hour i 
but even this delay obliged us to pafs the 
•night at Gilborough— Next day we croi5r 
€d the Tees at Stockton, which is a neat 
agreeable town ^ and there we refolved to 
dme, with purpofe to lie at Durhani. 

Whom ftiould we meet in the yard, 
ivhcn we alighted, but Martin the adven- 
turer ? Having handed out the ladies, 
and condu£ted them into ah apartment, 
where he payed his compliments to Mrs. 
•Tabby, with his ufual addrefs, he beg- 
ged leave to fpeak to my uncle in another 
room ; and there, in fome confufion, he 
made an apology for having taken the 

H 4 liberty 
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liberty to trouble him with a letter at 
Stevenage. He exprcflcd his hope, that 
Mr. Bramble had bellowed fome confider- 
ation on his unhappy cafe, and repeated 
his defire of being taken into his fer- 
vice. 

My uncle, calling me into the room, 
told him, that we wcre.both very well in- 
clined to refcue him from a way of life 
that was equally dangerous and diiho- 
nourable ; and that he fhould have no 
fcruples in trufting to his gratitude and 
fidelity, if he had any employment for 
him, which he thought would fuit his 
qualifications and his circumflances ; but 
that all the departments he had mea^ 
tioned in his letter, were filled up by per* 
iTons of whofe conduct he had no reafon 
to complain ; of confequence he could 
not, without injuftice, deprive any one 
of them of his bread— Neverthelefs, he 
declared himfelf ready to aflift him in 
any feafible project, either with his purfe 
or credit. 

Martin feemed deeply touched at this 
declaration — The tear ftarted in his eye, 
while he faid, in a faultering accent- 
Worthy fir— your generofity oppreflTes 
me — I never dreamed of troubling you 
•* for any pecuniary affiftance— indeed I 

** have 
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•* have no occafion — I have been fo lucky 
** at billiards and betting in diiFercnt 
*• places, at Buxton, Harrigatc, Scar- 
** borough, and Newcaftle races, that 
•* my (lock in ready-money amounts to 
•* three hundred pounds, which I would 
** willingly employ, in.ptofecuting fome 
** honeft fchemc of life \ but my friend, 
** juftice Buzzard, has fct lo many 
•• fprings for my life, that i am under 
•* the necefiity of either retiring immc- 
*' diately to a remote part of the coun« 
** try, where I can enjoy the protedtion 
** of fome generous patron, or of quit- 
** ting the kingdom altogether — It is 
^' upon this alternative that I now beg 
** leave to aflt your advice — I have, had 
^* information of all your route, fince I 
** had the honour to fee you at Steven- 
** age ; and, fuppofing you would come 
** this way from Scarborough, 1 came 
** hithcl- laft night from Darlington, to 
** pay you my refpefts/* 

" It would be no difficult matter to 
« provide you with an afylum in the 
" country (replied my uncle) ; but a life 
«* of indolence and obfcurity would not 
" fuit with your aftive and enterprizing 
•• difpofition — I would therefore advifc 
•* you to try your fortune in the Eaftjndies 

H 5 !* -r 
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«♦ —I will give you a letter to a friend la 
^ London, who will recommend you ta 
** the dircftion, for a commiffion in the 
^ company^s fervice ; and. if that cannot 
*^ be obtained, you will at leaft bcf re- 
«* ceived as a volunteer — in which cafe» 
•* you may pay for your paflage, and f 
♦• (hall undertake to procure you focft 
•* credentials, that you will not be long 
** without a commiffion, •• 

Manin embraced the propofal with 
great eagernefs ^ it waa therefore rcfolv- 
«d, that he fiiould fell bis horfe, and 
take a pafiage by fea for Lojidon, to ex* 
acute the projedt without delay-— 1» the 
mean time he accompanied us to Dur- 
ham, where we took up ouf quarters for 
the nigbt-^Here, being furnifiied with 
. letters from my unck, he took his leave 
of us, with ftrong fymptoms of gratitude 
and attachment, and fet oiat for Sunder* 
land, in order to embark in the firft col- 
lier, bound for the river Thames. He 
bad not been gone half an how, wheft 
we were joined by another character, 
which promifed fomethtng extraordinary 
— A tall, meagure figure, anfwering; 
with his horfe, the defcription of Doft 
Qtiixote mounted on Rozinante, ap- 
peared in the twilight at the inn door, 

while 
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while my aunt and Liddy ftood at a win- 
dow in the dining-room — He wore a coat, 
ithe cloth of which had once been fear- 
let, trimmed with Brandenburgs, now 
totally deprived of their metal, and he 
had holfter-caps and houfing of the fame 
ftuff and fame antiquity. Perceiving la- 
dies at the window above, he endeavour- 
ed to difmount with the moft graceful air 
he could afTume ; but the oftler negledt- 
ing to hold the ftirrup when he wheeled 
off his right foot, and ftood with his 
whole weight on the Other, the girth un- 
fortunately gave way, the faddle turned, 
down came the cavalier to the ground, 
and his hat and periwig falling off, dif- 
played a head-piece of various colours, 
patched and pkiftered in a woeful condi- 
tion — The ladiesi at the window above, 
flirieked with affright, on the fuppofitiort 
that the ftrahger had received fome not- 
iblfe damage in his fall 5 but the greateft 
injury he had fuftained arofe from the 
diflionour of his defcent, aggravated by 
the difgrace of expofing the condition of 
his cranium •, for certain plebeians that 
were about the door, laughed aloud, iti 
the belief that the captain had got either 
a fcald head, or a broken head, both 
equally opprobrious. 

H 6 He 
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He forthwith leaped up in a fury, and 
fnatchingone of his piftols, threatened to 
put the oftlcr to death, when another 
fquall from the women checked his re- 
fentment. He then bowed to tht win- 
dow, while he kiflcd the butt-end of his 
piftol, which he replaced j adjufted his 
wig in great confufion, and led his horfc 
into the. (table — By this time I had come 
to the. door, and could not help gazing 
at the ftrange figure that prefented itfelf 
to my view— He would have meafured 
above fix feet. in height, had he flood 
upright ; but he {looped very much ; was 
very narrow in the Ihouldcrs, arid very 
thick in the calves of his legs, which 
were cafed in black fpatt^rdalhes-r-As for 
his thighs,, they were long and flender,. 
like thofe of a grafehopper ; his face was„ 
at leaft, half a yard in leqgth^ brown and 
ihrivelled, with projeding cheek-bones,^ 
little grey eyes on the greenHh hiie, a 
large hpok-noie, a pointed chin,, a npiouth^ 
from ear to ear, very ill furniflied with 
teeth,, and a high, narrow fore-he^d,, 
well furrowed with wrinkles. His horfe 
was exaftly in the ffile of its rider i a re-, 
furreftion of dry bones, which (as We af* 
tcrwards learned) he valued exceeding* 
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ly, as the only prcfent he had ever receiv- 
ed in his life. 

Having feen this favourite fteed pro- - 
perly accommodated in the ftable, he 
lent up his compliments to the ladies, 
begging permiflion to thank them in per-» 
fon for the marks of concern they had 
fliewn at his difafter in the court-yard—^ 
As the *fquire faid they could not de-j 
fently decline his vifit, he was ihewn up 
ftairs,, and paid his refpefls in the Scotch 
dialeft, with much formality — '* Lad* 
dies, (faid he) perhaps ye may be fcaa^ 
daleezcd at the appearance my heed 
" made, when it was uncovered by acci* 
" dent 5 but I can afllire you, the con-» 
*^ dition you faw it in, is neither the ef-^ 
*' fefts of difeafe, nor of druakennefs v 
" but an honeft fear received in the fer- 
*< vice of my country." He then gave* 
us to underftand, that having been* 
wounded at Ticonderoga, in America, ft» 
party of Indians rifled him,, fcalped him, 
broke his fcuU with the blow of a toma* 
hawk, and left him for dead on the field 
of battle ; but that being afterwards- 
found with figns of life, he had been 
cured in the French hofpital, though the 
lofs of fubftancc could not be repaired ^ fa 

ihac 
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that the fcuU wa« left naked in ftveraf 
places, and thefe he covered with patches. 
There is no hold by which an Englilh- 
man is fooner taken than that of com- 
panion — We were immediately intcreftcd 
in behalf of this veteran — Even Tabby's 
heart was melted ; but our pity was 
warmed with indignation, when we learn* 
ed, that in the courfe of two fanguinary 
wars, he had been wounded, maimed, 
mutilated, taken, and enflaved, without 
ever having attained a higher rank than 

that of lieutenant My uncle's eyes 

gleamed, and his nether lip quivered, 
while he exclamed, " I vow to God, fir, 
** your cafe is a reproach to the fervice 
*• — ^The injuftice you have met with is 

*^ fo flagrant ** " I muft crave 

** your pardon, fir, (cried the other, in- 
terrupting him) I complain of no in- 
juftice — I purchafcd an enfigncy thirty 
•* years ago ; and, in the courfe of fer* 
** vice, rofe to be a lieutenant, accord* 
" ing to my feniority — '* ** But in fuch 
" a length of time, (refumed the 'fquire) 
" you muft have feen a great many 
•* young officers put over your head — ** 
** Neverthelefs, (faid he) I have no caufc 
** to murmur — They bought their pre-' 
5* ferment with their money — I had n* 

•* money 
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money w carry to- market- — that wa« 
my misfortune; but no body was ta 
•« blame — " " What ! no friend to ad- 
•• Vance a fum of money r'' (fajd Mr. 
Bramble) " Perhaps, I might have bor- 
** rowed money for the purchafe of a 
*• company (anf\vered the other) ; but 
*• that loan muft have been refunded i 
and I did not chufe to incumber my- 
felf with a debt of a thoufand pounds; 
to be payed from an income of ten; 
(hillings a-day.** ^* So you havefpcn't 
thcbeft part of your life, (cried Mr. 
Bramble) your youth, your blood, and 
your conftitution, amidft the dangers, 
•> the difficulties, the horrors and hard- 
•* (hips of war, for the con&dcration of 
** three or four (hillings a-day— a confi- 
** deration — '' *• Sir, (replied the Scot, 
•• with great warmth) you are the man 
•* that docs me injuftice^ if you fay or 
• think I have been aftuatcd by any 
fuch paultry confideration— — I am a 
gentleman ;*and entered the fervice a& 
*♦ other gentlemen do, with fuch hopes 
** and fcntiments as honourable ambition 
^ infpires — If I have not been lucky in 
" the lottery of life, fo neither do I think 
^* myfclf unfortunate — I owe no man a 

^* farth- 
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*^ farthing; J can- always command st 
•* clean Ihirt, a mutton-chop, and a irufs 
*• of ftraw ; and when 1 die, 1 fhall leave 

efFefts fufiicient to defray the expcnce 

of my burial." 

My uncle affured him, he had no in-' 
tention to give him the Icaft offence, by 
the obfervations he had made ; bur, on 
the contrary, fpoke from a fcntiment of 
friendly regard to his intereft-r— The lieu- 
tenant thanked him with^ ftiffnefs of ci- 
viiity, which nettled our old gentleman,, 
who perceived that his moderation was- 
all affeded ; for, whatfoever his tongue- 
might declare, his whole appearance de- 
noted diffatisfadion — In fliort, without 
pretending to judge of his military merits 
I think I may affirm, that this Caledoni*- 
an is a felf-conceited pedant, auk ward,, ^ 
rude, and difputacious — He has had the 
benefit of a fchool-education, feems to* 
have read a good number of books, his^ 
memory is tenacious, and he pretends- 
to fpeak feveral different languages ; but 
be is fo addiifled to wrangling,, that her 
will cavil at the clcarcft truths, and, in* 
the pride of argumentation, attempt to- 

reconcile contradiftions Whether his- 

addrefs and qualifications are really of 

thai^ 
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that ftamp which is agreeable to thctafte 
of our aunt, Mrs. Tabitha, or fhat inde- 
fatigable maiden is determined to ihoot 
at every fort of game, certain it is (he 
has begun to praftife upon the heart of 
thx: lieutenant, who favoured us with his 
company to fupper. 

I have many other things to fay of this 
man of war, which I fliall communicate 
in a poll or two ; mean while, it is but 
reafonable that you ihould be indulged 
with fome refplce from thofe weary la.« 
cubracions of 

yours. 



• July 10. J. MelFORD* 
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To Sir Watkiw Phillips, Bai*. ofT 
Jefus college, Oxon.r 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 

IN my laft I treated you with a higfc 
flavoured difh, in the character of the 
Scotch lieutenant, and I muftprefent Hint 
once more for your entertainment. It 
was our fortune to feed upon him the 
beft part of three days ; and I do not 
doubt that he wilLftart again in our waj 
before we (hall have finiflled our nor^ 
thcrn excurfion. The day after our 
meeting with him at Durham proved fa 
tempeftous that we did not choofe to 
proceed on our journey ; and my uncle 
perfuadcd him to ftay till the weather 
fliould clear up, giving him, at the fame 
time, a. general invitation to our mefs. 
The man has certainly gathered a whole 
budget of fhrewd' obfervations, but he 
brings them forth in fuch an ungracious 
itianner as would be extremely dilgufting,. 
if it was not marked by that charac- 

lerilli^ 
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teriftic oddity which never fails to at- 
tract the attention, — He and Mr. Bram- 
ble difcourfed, and even difputed^ on dif- 
ferent fubjeds in war, policy, the belles 
iettres, law, and metaphyfics ; and fonie- 
limes they were warmed into fuch alter- 
cation as feemed to threaten an abrupt 
<3iflblution of their fociety ; but Mr. 
•Bramble fet a guard over his own irafcir 
t)ility, the more vigilantly as the officer 
was his gueft $ and when, in fpitc of all 
h'ls efforts, he begin to wax warm, the 
other prudently cooled in the fame pro- 
portton* 

* Mrs. Tabitlia chancing to accoft het 
brother by the familiar iliminutive of 
Matt, " Pray, fir, (faid the lieutenant) 
** is your name Matthias ?** You mulb 
know, it is one of our uncle's foibles cd 
be alhameS of his name Matthew, bei 
caufe it is puritanical ; and this queftiaii 
chagrined him fo much, that he anfwcped; 
•* No, by G^— d !" • in a very abrupt 
tone of difpleafure. — The Scot took um- 
brage at the manner of his reply, and 
briftling up, ** If I had known (faid he) 
•* that you did not care to tell your name^ 
«* I fhould not have afked the queftion-~ 
*' The leddy called you "Matt, and I na- 
** turallf thought it was Matthias : — — - 

" per- 
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** perhaps, it may be Methufclah, or 
*• Metrodorus, or Metellus, or Matha^ 
•* rinus, or Malthinnus, or Matamoros, 

** or ** " No, (cried my uncle 

** laughing) it is neither of thofe, captain : 
*' — my name is Matthew Bramble, at 
" your fervice. — The truth is, I have a 
•* foolilh pique at the name of . Matthew^ 
** bccaufc itfavoursofthofe.cantinghypor 
*' crites, who, in Cromwell's time, chriftr 
ened all their children by names takea 

from the fcripture.'* " A foolilh 

pique indeed, (cried Mrs. Tabby) and 
•* even finful, to fall out with your name 
•' bccaufe it is taken from holy wric— ^ 
•* I would have you to know, you wa^' 
" called after great-uncle Matthew ap> 
•' Madoc ap Meredith, efquire,^of Llan* 
t' wyfthin, in Montgomery fhirf* juftice 
5' of the quorum^ and crujiy fUmeorumy a 
•* gentleman of great worth and property,, 
" defcendcd in a ftrait line, by the fe- 
" njale fide, from Llewellyn, prince of 
« Wales/' 

This genealogical anecdote feemed ta 
make fome impreffion upon the North* 
Briton, who bowed very low to the de* 
fcendants of Llewellyn, and obferved that 
be himfelf had the honour of a fcriptural 
nomination^ The lady exprefliQg a de-^ 

ike; 
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fire of knowing his addrefs, he faid, he 
defigned himfelf Lieutenant Obadiah 
Lifmahago ; and, in order to aflift her 
memory, he prefented her with a flip of 
paper infcribed with thefe three words, 
which (he repeated with great emphafis, 
declaring, it was one of the moft noble 
and fonorous names flie had ever h^ard. 
He obfcrved, that Obadiah was an adven- 
titious appellation, derived from his 
great-grandfather, who had been one of 
the original covenanters ; but Lifmahago 
was the family furname, taken from a 
place in Scotland fo called. He likewife 
dropped fome hints about the antiquity 
of his pedigree, adding, with a fmile of 
fclf- denial, Sed genus ef proavos, et qua 
non fecimus ipji^ vix ea noftra i;^^<?, which 
quotation he explained in deference to the 
ladies ; and Mrs« Tabitha did not fail to 
compliment him on his modefty in wav- 
ing the merit of his anceftry, adding, 
that it was the lefs neceflary to him, as he 
had fuch a confiderable fund of his own. 
She now began to glew herfelf to his fa- 
vour with the groflcft adulation. — She 
expatiated upon the antiquity and virtues 
of the Scottifti nation, upon their valour, 
probity, learning, and politenefs. — She 
even dcfcended to encomiums on his own 

per- 
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perfonal addrefs, his gallantry, good ftnfc> 
and erudition. — She appealed to her bro- 
ther, whether the capuin was not the 
very image of our coufin governor Grif- 
fith.— She difcovcred a furprifmg eager- 
nefs to know the particulars of his life, 
and afl<ed a thoufand queftions concern- 
ing his atchieveoTcnts in war; all which 
Mr. Lifaiahago anfwered with a fort of 
jefuitical referve, affeftinga rcluftanceto 
fatisfy her curiofity on a fubjed: that con- 
cerned his own exploits. 

By dint of her interrogations, however, 
we learned, that he and enfign Murphy 
had made their efcape from the French 
hofpital at Montreal, and taken to the 
woods, in Jiope of reaching fo me Englifh 
fcttlement 5 but miftaking their route, 
they fell in with a party of Miamis, who 
carried them away in captivity. The in- 
tention of thefe Indians was to give one 
of them as an adopted fon to a venerable 
fachem, who had loft his own in the 
courfe of the war, and to facrifice the 
other according to the cuftom of the 
country. Murphy, as being the younger 
and handfomer of the two, wasdefigned 
to fill the place of the deccafcd, not only 
as the fon of the fachem, but as the 
fpoufe of a beautiful fquaw, to.whom.bis' 

' pre- 
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3>rcdeGeflror had been betrothed^ butia 
pafling through the difFereflt whigwhama 
or villages (rf tlve Miamis, poor Murphy 
was fo mangled by the women and chil- 
dren, who have the privilege of torturing 
all prifoners in their paflage, that, by the 
time they arrived at the place of the fa- 
chcm'srefidence, he was rendered altoge- 
ther unfit for the purpofes of marriage: 
it was determined therefore, in the aflem- 
bly of the warriors, that enfign Murphy 
ihould be brought to the flake, and that 
the lady ihould be given to lieutenant 
Lifmahago, who had likcwife received 
Jiis (hare of tcH'ments, though they had 
not produced emafculation. — A joint of 
one finger had been cut, or rather fawed 
off with a rufty knife ; one of his great 
toes was crufhed into a maih betwixt two 
ilones ; fome of his teeth were drawn» 
or dug out with a crooked'nail ; fplinter- 
cd reeds had been thruft up his noftrils 
and other tender parts 5 and the calves of 
his legs had been blown up with mines 
of gunpowder d-ug in the flefli with the 
Iharp point of the tomahawk. 

1 he Indians tbemfelves allowed thac 
Murphy died with great her(>tf«i» linging^ 
as his death fong, the Drimmendoo^ in 
concert with Mr. Lifmahago, who was 

pre- 
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prefent at the folemnity. After the war- 
riors and the matrons had made a hearty 
fneal upon the mufcular flefli which they 
pared from the viftimj and had applied a 
great variety of tortures, which be bore 
without flinching, an old lady, with a 
iharp knife, fcooped out one of his eyes, 
and put a burning coal in the fockct. 
The pain of this operation was fo exqui- 
fite that he could not help bellowing, 
upon which the audience raifed a fliout of 
exultation, and one of the warriors fteal- 
ing behind him, gave hini the coup de 
grace with a hatchet. 

Lifmahago's bride, the fquaw Squin- 
kinacoofta,, diftinguifhed herfelf on this 
occafion.— — She fhcwed a great fupe- 
riority of genius* in the tortures which 
ftje contrived and executed with her own 
hands. — She vied with the ftouteft war- 
rior in eating the flefh of the facrifice; 
and after all the other females were fud- 
dled with dram-drinking, Ihe was not fo 
intoxicated but that fhc was able to play 
the game of the platter with the. conjur- 
ing fachem, and afterwards go through 
the ceremony of her own wedding, which 
was confummated that fame evening. 
The captain had lived very happily 
with this accompliftied fquaw for two 

years. 



HUMPHRY CLINKER. 169 

years, during which Ihc bore him a fon, 
who is now the reprcfcntative of his mo- 
ther's tribe; but, at kngth, to his un*- 
•fpcakable grief, (he had died of a fever, 
occafioncd by eating too much raw bear» 
.which they had killed in a hunting ex- 
curfion. 

By this time, Mr. Lifmahago was 
clefted fachem, acknowledged firft war- 
rior of the Badger tribe, and dignified 
with the name or epithet of Occacanaftao- 
garora, which fignifies nimbU as a wea- 
fel\ butallthrfe advantages and honours 
he was obliged to refign, in confequencc 
of being exchanged for the orator of the 
community, who had been taken prifoner 
by the Indians that were in alliance with 
the Engliih. At the peace, he had fold 
out upon half-pay, and was returned to 
Britain, with a view to pafs the reft of 
Jiis life in his own country, where he 
hoped to find fome retreat where his flen- 
tler finances would afford him a decent 
fubfiftence; Such are the out-lines of 
Mr. L>ifmabago*$ hiftory, to which Ta- 
bitha didfmoufiy incline her ear ; — i^ideed, 
Ihc feemed to be taken with the fame 
charms that captivated the heart *of 
Defdemona, who loved the Moor for the 
Jangers be bad paji. 

foL. IL I The 
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The dcfcription of poor Murphy *s fuf- 
ferings, which threw my fifter Liddy into 
a fwoon, extraded fome (ighs from the 
bread: of Mrs. Tabby : when fbe underr 
ilood he had been rendered unfit for mar- 
riage, fbe began to fpit, and ejaculated, 
*' Jcfus, what cruel barbarians f' and flie 
made wry faces at the lady's nuptial re- 
paid; but (he was eagerly curious to 
know the particulars of her marriage^ 
drefs ; whether (he wore high-^brcaft- 
cd ftays or boddice,'a robe of filk or 
velvet, and laces of Mechlin or minior 
nettc — (he fuppofed, as they were con- 
nefted with the French, (he ufed rouge^ 
and had her hair drctkd in the Pariiiaa 
fafhion. The captain would have de- 
clined giving a categorical explanation of 
all thefe particulars, obferving, in gene- 
ral, that the Indians were too tenacious 
of their own cuftoms to adopt the modes 
of any nation whatfoever : he f^jid, 
moreover, that neither the (implicity of 
their manners, nor the commerce of their 
country, would admit of thofe articles of 
luxury which are deemed magnificence \a 
Europe ; and that they were too virtuous 
and fenfible to encourage the introduction 
of any fafliion which might help to rend<:r 
thcni corrupt and effeminate. 

Thefe 
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Thefe obfervations fcrvcd only to in- 
flame her defire of knowing the particiu 
lars about which fhe had enquired ; and, 
with all his evafion^ he could not help 
difcovering the following circumftanccs--^ 
that his princefs had neither fhocs, (lock- 
ings, fhifr, nor any kind of linen — that 
her bridal drefs confided of a petticoat of 
red bays, and a fringed blanket, faftened 
about her Ihoulders with a copper fkewer; 
but of ornaments Ihe had great plenty.— 
Her hair was curioufly plaited, and inter- 
woven with bobbins of human bone — one 
eye-lid was painted green, and the other 
yellow ; the cheeks were blue, the lips 
white, the teeth red, and there was a 
black lift drawn down the middle of the 
forehead as far as the tip of the nofe — a 
couple of gaudy parrot's feathers were 
(luck through the divificn of the noftrils 
—there was a blue ftone fet in the chin— • 
her ear-rings confifted of two pieces of 
hickery, of the fizc and fhape of drum- 
fticks — her arms and legs were adorned 
with bracelets ofwampum—herbreaft glit- 
tered with numerous ftrings of glafs beads 
—Ihe wore a curious pouch, or pocket, 
of woven grafs, elegantly painted with 
various polours — about her neck was 
hung the frcfli fcalp of a Mohawk war- 

1 2 rior, 
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rtor, whom her deceafcd lover had lately 
flain in battle — and, finally, Ihe was 
anointed from head to foot with bear's 
greafe, which fcnt forth a moft agreeable 
odour. 

One would imagine that chefe para- 
phernalia would not have been much ad- 
mired by a modern fine lady ; but Mrs. 
Tabitha was rcfolved to approve of all 
the captain's connexions.— She wiflied, 
indeed, the fquaw had been better pro- 
vided with linen ; but fhe owned there 
was much talle and fancy in her orna- 
ments*, ihe made no doubt, therefore, 
that madam Squinkinacoofta was a young 
lady of good fenfe and rare accomplifli- 
ments, and a good chriftian at bottom. 
Then (he afked whether his confort had 
been high-church or low-church, prefby- 
tcrian or anabaptift, ot had been favour- 
ed with any glimmering of the new light 
of the gofpel ? When he confeffcd that 
ihe and her whole nation were utter 
ftrangers to the chriftian faith, ihe gazed 
at him with figns of aftonilhment, and 
Humphry Clinker, who chanced to be in 
the room, uttered a hollow groan. 

After fome paufe, '* In the name of 
*« God, captain Lifmahago, (cried (he) 
** what religion do they profefs ?*' " As 

" to 
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to religion, madam, (anfwered the 
lieutenant) it is among thofe Indians a 
matter of great fimplicity — they never 
heard of any Alliance between Church and 
State. — They, in general, worfhip two 
contending principles ; one the Fovin- 
*' tain of all Good, the other the fource 
of evil. — The common people there, 
as in other countries, run into the ab- 
furdities of fuperftition ; but fenfible 
men pay adoration to a Supreme Being, 
*' who created and fuftains the uhiverfe.*' 
*' O ! what pity, (exclaimed the gious 
Tabby) that fome holy mao has noc 
been infpired to go and convert thefc 
poor heathens I'* 
The lieutenant told her, that while he 
refided among them, two French miffio- 
naries . arrived, in order to convert them 
to the catholic religion ; but when they 
talked of myfteries and revelations, which 
they could neither explain nor authenti- 
cate, and called in the evidence of mira- 
cles which they believed upon hcarfay; 
when they taught, that the Supreme 
Creator of Heaven and Earth had allow- 
ed his only Son, his own equal in power 
and glory, to enter the bowels of a wo- 
man, to be born as a human creature, 
to be infultcd, flagellated, and even exe- 

I3 cutcd 
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cutcd as a malefaftor ; when ihcy pre- 
tended to create God himfelf, to fwallow, 
dig^ft, revive, and multiply him ad infi* 
vitum^ by the help of a little flour and 
water, the Indians were (hocked at the im- 
piety of their prefumption. — They were 
examined by the aflembly of the fachems, 
who dcfired them to prove the divinity 
of their miflion by fome miracle. — They 
anfwered, that it was not in their power. 

*« if you were really fent by Heaven 

" for our converfion, (faid one of the 
** fachems) you would certainly havi 
fome fupernatural endowments, at leaft 
you would have the gift of tongues, irt 
** order to explain your doArinc to ih* 
«* different nations among which you are 
*• employed j but you are fo ignorant of 
«* our language, that you cannot ^xpreft 
'* yourfelves even on the moft trifling 
« fubjeftiJ.*' 

In a Word, the aflTembly were convinced 
of their being cheats, and even fufpefted 
them of being fpies : — they ordered them 
a bag of Indian corn a piece, and api 
pointed & guide to condiuft them to tht 
frontieirs ; but th^ miflionari« having 
more zeal than difcretion, refufed to quit 
the vineyard. — They perfifted in faying 
mafs, in preaching, baptizing, and fquab* 

bling 
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bling with the conjurers, or priefts of the 
country, till they had thrown the whole 
community into confufion.-^Then the 
affembly proceeded to try them as im- 
pious impoftors, who reprefented the Al- 
mighty as a trifling, weak, capricious be- 
ing, and pretended to make,, unmake, 
and reproduce him at pleafure : they 
were, therefore, conviAed of blafphemy 
and fedition, and condemned to the ftake, 
tvherc they died finging Salve^regina^ in a 
rapture of joy, for the crown of martyr- 
dom which they had thus obtained. 

In the.courfe of this converfation, lieu- 
tenant Lifmahago dropt fome hints by 
which it appeared he himfelf was a free- 
thinker. Our aunt feemed to be ftartled 
it certain farcafms he threw out againfl: 
the creed of faint Athanafius. — He dwelt 
much upon the words, reafon^ pbilofophy^ 
and contradiStion in terms — he bid defiance 
to the eternity of hell-fire ; and even 
threw fuch fquibs at the immortality of 
the foul, as linged a little the whifkers of 
Mrs. Tabitha^s faith ; for, by this time^ 
Ihe began to look upon Lifmahago as a 
prodigy of learning and fagacity. — In 
ihort, he could be no longer infenfible to 
the advances Sie made towards his afFec- 
fion \ and although there was fomething 

I 4 ' re- 
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repulfivc in his nature, he overcame it fo 
far as to make fome return to her civilities. 
—Perhaps, he thought it would be no bad 
fchenoe, in a fuperannuated lieutenant 
on half-pay, tocfFeft a conjunflion with 
an old maid, who, in all probability, had 
fortune enough to keep him eaiy and 
comfortable in the fag-end of his days.— 
An ogling correfpondence forthwith com- 
menced between this amiable pair of ori- 
ginals. — He began to fweeten the natural 
acidity of his diicourfe with the treacle of 

compliment and commendation. He 

from time to time offered her fnufF, of 
which he himfelf took great quantities, 
and even made her a prefent of a purfe of 
filk grafs, woven by the hands of the 
amiable Squinkinacoofta, who had ufed 
it as a ihot-pouch in her hunting-expedi- 
tions. 

From Doncafter northwards, all the 
windows of all the inns are fcrawled with 
doggrcl rhimes, in abufe of the Scotch 
nation; and what furprifed me very 
much, I did not perceive one line written 
in the way of recrimination— Curious to 
hear what Lifmahago would fay on this 
fubjeft, I pointed out to him a very fcur- 
rilous epigram againft his countrymen^ 
which was engraved on one of the wia-* 

dowi 
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dows of the parlour where we fat. He 

read it with the moft ftarched compofurev 
and when I aflced his opinion of the poe- 
try, ** It is vara terfe and vara poignant; 
^' (faid he) but with the help of a wat 
** difli-clour, it might be rendered more 
•' clear and parfpicous. — I marvel much 
** that fome modern wit has not publifh- 
** ed a colleflion of thefe eflays under 
the title of the G/azier^s Triumph over 

Sawney the Scot I*m perfuaded it 

would be a vara agreable offering ta 
the patriots of London and Weftmin-^ 
fter/' When I exprefied fome fur- 
prize that the natives of Scotland, who 
travel this way, had not broke all the 
windows upon the road, " With fubmif- 
** fion, (replied the lieutenant) that were 
^ but (hallow policy — it would only ferve 
♦' to make the fatire more cutting and 
*' fevere ; and, I think, it is much better 
** to let it (land in the window, than* 
" have it prefentcd in the reckoning." 
My uncle's jaws began to quiver witb 

indignation. He faid, the jfcribblers 

of fuch infamous ftuflf deferved to be 
feourged at the cart's tail for difgracing 
iheir country with fuch monuments of 
malice and ftupidity. — " Thefe vermiilT 
^ (faid he), do not confidcr, that they are 

I 5 •* afc^ 
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«' affording their fellow-fubje6ts, whom 
'* th&y abufe, continual matter of felf- 
*' gratulation, as well as the nicans of ex- 
*' ccuting the moft manly vengeance that 
«' can be taken for fuch low, illiberal at* 
** tacks. For my part, 1 admire the 
** philofophic forbearance of the Scots, 
«* as much as I dcfpife the infolence of 
" thofe wretched libellers, which is akin 
to the arrogance of the village cock, 
who never crows but upon his own 
.^* dunghill." The captain, with an af- 
feftation of candour, obfcrved, that men 
ef illiberal minds were produced in every 
foil ; that in fuppcfing thofe were the 
fcntiments of the EngJifti in general, he 
iliould pay too great a compliment to his 
own cpuntry, which was not of confe- 
qucnce enough to attrad: the envy of fuch 
a dourifiiing and powerful people. 

Mrs. Tabby broke forth again in praife 
©f his moderation, and declared that 
Scotland was the foil which produced eve- 
ry, virtue under heaven. — When Lifma- 
hago took his leave for the night, (he afk- 
td her brother if the captain was not the 
prettiefl gentleman he had ever fecn ; and 
whether there was not fomethingwonder- 
Ifully engaging in his afpeft ? — Mr. Bram- 
ble having eyed her fome time in filence, 

" Sifter, 
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** Sifter, (faid he) the lieutenant is, for 
•* aught I khow, an honeft man, and a 
*• good officer — he has a Confiderable 
*• ihare of underftanding, and a title to 
*• more encouragement than he feems to 
♦* have met with in life 5 but I cannot, 
" with a fafe confcience, affirm, that he 
** is the prettieftgentlenian fever faw; nei- 
** ther can 1 difcern an/engaging charm 
«' in his countenance, which, I vow to 
" Gad, is, on the contrary, very hard- 
«* favoured and forbidding." 

1 have endeavoured to ingratiate my»- 
felf with this North-Briton, who is really 
a curiofity •, but he has been very fhy of 
my converfation ever fmce I laughed at 
his afferting that the Englifh tongue was 
fpoke with more propriety at Edinburgh 
than at Loadon. Looking at me with a 
double fqueeze of fouring in his afpeft, 
•' If the old definition be true, (faid he) 
** that rifibility is the diftinguifhing cha- 
•' radteriftic of a rational creature, the 
** Englifli are the moft diftinguilhed for 
" rationality of any people I ever knew " 
I owned, that the Englifli were eafily 
ftruck with any thing that appeared ludi- 
crous, and apt to laugh accordingly ; but 
it did not follow, that, becaufe they were 
more given^ to laughter, they had more 

1 6 ra- 
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rationality than their neighbours : I faid; 
fuch an inference would be an? injury to 
the Scots, who were by no means defect 
tivc in rationality, though generally fup 
pofed little fubjefl to the iniprefiions of 
humour. 

The captain anlwered, that this fuppo^ 
iition muft have been deduced either from 
their converiation or their compofitions, 
of which the Englifh could not poffibly 
judge with precifton^ as they did not un** 
dcrlltand the dialcft ufed by the Scots in 
common difcourfc, as well as in their 
works of humour. When I dcfired to^^ 
know what thofe works of humour were,, 
he mentioned a confiderable number of 
pieces, which he infilled were equal in 
point of humour to any thing extant in^ 

any language dead or living. :He, in 

particular, recommended a coUcdlion of 
detached poems, in two fmalt volumes, 
intituled, 37?^ Ever-green^ and the works 
of Allan Ramfay, which I intend to pro- 
vide myfclf with at Edinburgh. — He ob- 
ferved, that a North-Briton is feen to a dif*- 
advantage in an Englifh company, becaufe 
he fpeaks in a dialed that theycan- 1 relifh> 
and in a phrafeology which they don*t un*- 
derftand. — He therefore finds himfclf un- 
der a reftraint, which is a great enemy to 

wit 
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^rt and humour.— Thefe arc faculties 
which never appear in full luftrc, bat 
when the mind is perfeftly at cafe, and, 
as an excellent writer fays, enjoys bsr 
Mew- room. 

He proceeded to explain his affertion 
that the Englifti language was fpoken with 
greater propriety at Edinburgh than in 
liOndon.— He faid, what we generally 
called the Scottifh dialed was, in faft;, 
true, genuine old Englifh, with, a mixture 
of fonie French terms and idioms, adopt- 
ed in a long interconrfe betwixt the 
French and Scotch nations ; that the mo- 
dern Englifh, from afFcdtation and falfc 
refinement, had weakened, and even cor- 
ruptcd their language, by throwing out 
the guttural founds, altering the pronun^ 
ciation and the quantity, and difufmg 
many words and terms of great fignifi-^ 
cancc. In confcquence of thefe innova- 
tions, the works of our bed poets, fuch as 
Chaucer^ Spenfer, and even Shakefpeare^ 
were become, in many parts^ unintelligi- 
ble to the natives of South-Britain, where- 
as the Scots, who retain the antient lan- 
guage^. underftand them without the help 
of a gloffary. " For inftance, (faid he) 
*' how have your commentators been 
« puzzled by the following cxpreflion. in 

" the 
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«* the Temftft'-^W^genile^ and ^otftdrfkl\ 
« is if it wai a paralogifm to fey^ - that 
« being ^^ir//^, he rouft of courfe be cou^ 
*^ rageous: but the troth is, one of the 
" original meanings, if not the fble meitir 
•^ in^, of that word WaS,- m^h^ high- 
^ tmndid^ and to this day, a Scotch wd^ 
«« man, in the fituation of the young lady 
♦« in the Tempeji^ would eXJ>r€fs herfeif 
«< nearly in the fame t^rms— ^Ddn't |)ro^ 
«• voke hirti j for • being genele, that- is^ 
«^ higbfpirited^ he won't tfamcly bear aa 
«• infult. Spcnfcr, in the vcr/firft ftariza 
<* of his Fairy, ^een^ faySj 

^ hgmtle knight was pricking on the plain ;** 

•« which knight, far from being $amt and 
^' fearful, was fo ftout that 

^ Nothiag did he dread, but ever Was ydrad." 

To prove that we had impaired the 
energy of our language by faMirf refine- 
ment, he men^tion^d the following word^, 
which, though widely different in fignifr- 
csition, are pronounced cxaelly in the 
fame manner— ^wr/^i6/, write:, r/^/>/, riPe ; 
bur among the Scots,, thefe words arc as 
different in pronunciation, as they are in 
meaning and orthography 5 and this is- the 
dafe with many others which he mention- 
ed 
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cd by way of illuftration. — «— He, more- 
over, todc notice, that we had (for what 
reafon he could never learn) altered the 
found of our vowels from that which is . 
retained by all the nations in Europe ; aii 
alteration which rendered the language 
extremely difficult to foreigners, and 
made it almoft impradicabk to lay 
6oym general rules for orthography and 
pronunciation* Befides, the vowels were 
no longer fimple founds in the mouth of 
an Engliihman, who pronounced both i 
and u as diphthongs. Finally, he affirmed, 
that we mumbled oar fpeech with our 
lips and teeth, and ran the words toge«- 
ther without paufe or diftinftion, in fuch 
a manner, that a foreigner, though he un-- 
derftood Englifli tolerably well, was often 
obliged to have recourfe to a Scotchman 
to explain what a native of England had 
faid in his own language. 

The truth of this remark was confirmed 
by Mr. Bramble from his own expe*- 
riea(;e ; but he accounted for it on another 
principle.— -He faid, the fame obfcrva- 
tion would hold in all languages ; that a 
Swifs talking French was more eafily uiv 
derftood than a Parifian, by a foreigner 
who had not made himfelf matter of the 
language i becaufe evtry language had 

I its 
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ks peculiar recitative, and it would always 
require more pains, attention, and praftice, 
to acquire both the words and the mufic, 
than to learn the words only j and yet no 
body would deny, that the one was im- 
pcrfeft without thc^ other : he therefore 
apprehended, that the Scotchman and the 
Swifs were better underftood by learners, 
becaufe they fpoke the words only, with- 
out the mufic, which they could not rc- 
hearfe. One would imagine this check 
Blight have damped the North-Briton ; 
but it ferved only to agitate his humouc 

for difputation. He faid, if every 

nation had its own recitative or mufic^ 
the Scots had theirs, and the Scotchman 
who had not yet acquired the cadence of 
the Englilh, would naturally ufe his own 
in fpeaking their language •, therefore, if 
be was better underftood than- the native^ 
his recitative muft be more intclHgible 
than that of the Englilh ; of cpnfcquence, 
the dialedlof the Scots had an -advantage 
over that of their fcllow-fubjedts, and 
this was another ftrong prefumption that 
the modern Englifh had corrupted their 
language in the article of pronunciation. 
* The lieutenant was, by this time, be- 
come fo polemical, that every time he 
opened his mouth out Qew a paradox, 

whichi 
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which he maintained with all the enthu- 
fiafm of altercation ; but all his paradoxes 
favoured ftrong of a partiality for his ovyn 
country. He undertook to prove that 
poverty was a blcfling to a nation*, that 
oatmeal was preferable to wheat-flour \ and 
that the worfhip of Cloacina, in temples^ 
which admitted both fexes, and every 
rank of votaries promifcuoufly, was a fil- 
thy fpecics of idolatry that outraged 
every idea of delicacy and decorum. I 
did not fo much wonder at his broaching 
thcfe do6lrine$, as at the arguments, 
equally whimfical and ingenious, which 
he adduced in fupport of them. 

In fine, lieutenant Lifmahago is a cu*- 
riofity which I have not yet fufficiently 
pcrufed ; and therefore I fhall be fofry 
when we lofc his company, though, God 
knows, there is nothing very amiable in 
his manner or difpofition, — As he goes 
dircftly to the fouth-weft diviGon of 
Scotland, and we proceed in the road to 
Berwick, we fhall part to-morrow at a 
place called Felton- bridge ; and, I dare 
fay, this fcparation will be very grievous 
to our aunt Mrs. Tabitha, unlefs (he has 
received fome flattering affurance of his 
meeting her again. If I fail in my pur- 
pofe of entertaining you with thcfc un- 

in> 
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important occurrences, they will at leaft 
ferve as exercifes of patience, for which 
jou are indebted to 

Yours always, 

Morpeth, July ij. J. MeLFORD,. 



To t>K. LEWIS* 



DEAK DOCTOR, 

I HAVE ndw reached the ndrthcra 
txtremity of England, and fee, clofe to 
my chamber* window, the Tweed gliding 
through the arches of that bridge which 
donneds this fuburb to the town of Ber-* 
wick,— Yorkftiire you haVe fcen^ and 
therefore I fhall fay nothing of that opu- 
knt pfovince* The city of Durham ap- 
pears like a confufed heap of f^ones and 
brick, accumulated fo as to coxrer a 
mountain, round which ^ river winds its^ 
brawling courfe. The ftreets are gene- 
rally nar'row, dark^ and unple^fant^ and 

many 
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many of them almoft impaffiblc in confc- 
quence of their declivity. The cathedral 
is a huge gloomy pile ; but the clergy are 
well lodged.-— — fhe bifhop lives in a 
princely manner— the golden prebends 
keep plentiful tables — and, I am told, 
there is fome good fociabk company irt 
the place ; but the country^ ivheh viewed 
from the top of Gatefhead Fell, which ex- 
tends to Newcaftle^ exhibits the higheft 
fcene of cultivation that ever I beheld. 
As for Newcaftle^ it lies moftly in a bot- 
tom, on the banks of the Tyne, and 
makes an appearance ftill more difagrte- 
able than that of Durham $ but it isf ren- 
dered populous and rich by infdoftry iind 
qommerce \ and the country lybg m both 
:&des the river^ above th^ town, yields a 
delightful profpe£fc of agriculture and 
piantaxioa. Morpeth and Alni?<rick $re 
neat, pretty towns^ and tHi» lad: k h^ 
fnous for the caftle which has bel<ynged (6 
many j^es to the noibld houfd of Piercy, 
earls of Norchumbefland.—- It is> doubt^ 
lefs^ a lifrge edifke, containing a gr^at 
number of apartments, and (lands in a 
commanding fituation ; but the ftr^ngtK 
of it feeffw to have confifted not fo miicfe 
irt its lite, or th^ manner in which it is for- 
tified, as in the valour of ks defendantj^. 

Qur 
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Our adventures fince we left Scarbo- 
rough, are fcarce worth reciting ; and y«t 
I muft make you acquainted with my 
lifter Tabby *s progrefs in huft)and- hunt- 
ing, after herdifappointments at Bath and 
London. She had aftually begun to 
praftife upon a certain adventurer, who 
was in faft a highwayman by profcSion ; 
but he had been ufed to fnares much more 
dangerous than any ihe could lay, and 
cfcaped accordingly. — Then (he opened 
her batteries upon an old weather- beatea 
Scotch lieutenant, called Lifmahago, who 
joined us at Durham, and is, I thinks 
one of the moft Angular perfonages,! ever 
encountered. — His manner is as harfti as 
his countenance ; but his peculiar turn of 
thinking, and his pack of knowledge 
made up of the remnants of rarities, ren- 
dered his converfation defirable, in fpite 
of his pedantry and ungracious addrefs. 
— -I have often met with a crab-apple in a 
hedge, which I have been tempted to eat 
for its flavour, even while I was difguft^- 
ed by its aufterity. The fpirit of con- 
tradition is naturally fo ftrong in Lifma- 
hago, that I believe in my confcience he 
has rummaged, and read, and fludied 
with indefatigable attention, in order to 
qualify himfelf to refute eftabliflied max- 

ims» 
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ims, and thus raife trophies for the grati- 
fication of polemical pride. — Such is the 
afperity of his felf-conceit, that he will 
not even acquiefce in a tranficnt compli- 
ment made to his own individual in parti* 
cular, or to his country in general. 

When I obferved, that he muft have 
read a vaft number of books to be able to 
difcourfe on fuch a variety of fubjedls, 
he declared he had read little or nothing, 
and afked how he fhould find books 
among the woods of America, where he 
had fpcnt thegreatell part of his life. My 
nephew remarking that the Scots in ge* 
neral were famous for their learning, he 
denied the imputation, and defied him to 
prove it from their works. — ** The Scots 
*« (faid he) have a flight tinfturc of let- 
«* ters, with which they make a parade 
*« among people who are more illiterate 
** than ihemfelves ; but they may be faid 
" to float on the furface of fcience, and 
" they have made very fmall advances 
" in the ufeful arts.*' " At lead, (cried 
•* Tabby) all the world allows that the 
" Scots behaved glorioufly in fighting 
" and conquering the favages of Ameri- 
•* ca." ** I can aflure you, madam, you 
** have been mifinformed ; (replied the 
^* lieutenant) in that continent the Scots 

** did 



190 The EXPEDITION of 

** did nothing more than their duty, nor 
** was there one corps in his majefty's fer- 
<< vice that diftinguifhed itfelf more than 
" another.— Thofe who afFcdled to extol 
" the Scots for fuperior merit, were no 
" friends to that nation/' 

Though he himfelf made free with his 
countrymen, he would not fufFer any 
other perfon to glance a farcafm at them 
with impunity. One of the company 
chancing to niention lord B^ — r-*s in^o- 
lious peace, the lieutenant immediately 
took up the cudgels in his lordfhip's fa* 
vour, and argued very ftrenuoufly to 
prove that it was the moft honourable 
and advantageous peace that England 
had ever made fmce the foundation of the 
monarchy. -r-f-N ay, between friends, he of- 
fered fuch reafons on this fubjed, that I 
was really confounded, if not convinced. 
•rr-He would not allow that the Scots 
abounded above their proportion in the 
army and navy of Great-Britain, or that 
the Englilh had any reafon to fay his 
countrymen had met with extraordinary 
encouragement in the fcrvice.— ^«' When 
** a South and North-Briton (faid he) are 
" competitors for a place or commiffion, 
" which is in the difpofal of an EngliQi 
^' miniller or an Englilh general, it would 

" be 
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** be abfurd to fuppofe that the prefc- 
" rcnce will not be given to the native 
^^ of England, who has fo many ^dvan- 
*' tages over his rival, — Firft and fore- 
^^ moft, he has in his favour that laudable 
^* partiality, which, Mr, Addifbn fays, 
*' never fails to cleave to the heart of an 
*' Englifeman ; fecondly, he has more 
powerful connexions, and a greater 
(hare of parliamentary intereft, by 
** which thofc contefts are generally de- 
«< cided ; and iaftly, he has a greater 
^* command of money to fmooth the way 
** to his fuccefs. For my own part, (faid 
*' he) I know no Scotch officer, who has 
*' rifcn in the army above the rank of a 
** fubakern, without purchafing every de* 
gree of preferment either with money 
or recruits $ but I know many gentle- 
*' men of that country, who, for want of 
" money and intereft, have grown grey 
<^ in the rank of lieutenants ; whereas 
<« very few inftances of this ill- fortune 
*' are to be found among the natives of 
*' South-Britain.-r— Not that I would in^- 
•* finuate that my countrymen have the 
** leaft rcafon to complain. — Preferment 
♦* in the fcrvice, like fuccefs in any other 
*• branch of traffic, will naturally favour 
«' thofe who have the greateft ftock of 

" cafli 
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^* cafli and credit, merit and capacity be- 
*' ing fuppofed equal on all fides." 

But the moft hardy of aU this original's 
pofitions were thcfc : — That commerce 
would, fooner or later, prove the ruin of 
every nation, where it flouriflies to any ex- 
tent — that the parliament was the rotten 
part of the Briulh conftitution — that the 
liberty of the prefs was a national evil — 
and that the boafted inftitution of juries, 
as managed in England, was produ&ive 
t)f (hameful perjury and flagrant injufticc. 
He obfcrvcd, that traffick was an enemy 
to all the liberal paflions of the foul, 
founded on the thirft of lucre, a fordid 
difpofition to take advantage of the ne- 

ceflitics of our fellow-creatures. He 

afBrmed, the nature of commerce was fuch, 
that it could not be fixed pr perpetuated, 
but, having flowed to a certain height, 
would immediately begin to ebb, and fo 
continue till the channels fhould be left 
almofl: dry ; but there was no inflance of 
the tide's rifing a fecond time to any con* 
fiderable influx in the fame nation. Mean 
while the fudden affluence occafioned by 
trade, forced open all the fluices of luxury 
and overflowed the land with every fpe* 
cies of profligacy and corruption ; a total 
pravity of manners would enfue, and this 

mufl: 
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muft b? attended with bankruptcy and 
niin. He obferved of the parliaraenc, 
that the prafticeof buying boroughs, and 
canrafluig for votes, was an avowed 
fyftem orvenality, already eftablifhcd on 
die ruins of principle, integrity, faith, 
and good order, in confequence of which 
die ckdrd and the eledor, and, in fhort, 
the whole body of the people, were 
equally and univerfally contaminated and 
corru{^ed. He affirmed, that of a par- 
liament thus conilituted, the crown 
would always have influence enough to 
iecure a great majority in its dependence^ 
from the great number of polls, places, 
and penfions it had to bcftow -, that fuch 
a^ parliament would (as it bad already 
done) lengthen the term of its fitting and 
authority, whenever the prince fhould 
think it for his intcrcft to continue the 
repreientatives ; for, without doubt, they 
baid the fame right to protract their au- 
thority ad ififimium, as they had to extend 
it from three to feven years.— -With a 
parliament, therefore, dependent upon 
the crown^ devoted to the prince, and 
itipported by a (landing army, garbled 
afld modeHed for the purpofe, any king 
of England may, and probably fome am- 
bitious fovereign will, totally overthrow 
Vol. II. K all 
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all the bulwarks of the conftitution ; for 
If is not to be fuppofed that a prince of a 
high fpirit will tamely fubmit to be 
thwarted in all his meafures, abufed and 
infuUed by a populace of unbridled fero- 
city, when he has it in his power to cruih 
all oppofuion under his feet with the con- 
currence of the legiflature. He faid, he 
ihould always confider the liberty of the 
prefs as a national evil, while it enabled 
the vileft reptile to foil the luftrc of the 
moft Ihimng otierit, and furniftied the 
mod infamous incendiary with the means 
of difturbing the peace and deftroyingthe 
good order of the community. He own- 
ed, however, that, under due reftridions, 
it would be a valuable privilege ; but af- 
firmed, that at prefent there was no law in 
England fufficient to reftrain it within 
proper bounds. 

With refpedt to juries, he exprefied 
himfelf to this effeft : Juries are ge- 
nerally compofed of illiterate plebeians, 
apt to be miflaken, cafily miOed, and open 
to finifter influence ; for if either of the 
parties co be tried, can gain over one of 
the twelve jurors, he has fccured the ver- 
did in his favour ; the juryman thus 
brought over will, in defpight of all evi- 
dence and conviction, generally hold out 

till 
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till his fellows are fatigued, and harrafled, 
and ftarved into concurrence ; in which 
cafe the verdifb is unjuft, and the jurors 
are all peijured : but cafes will often oc- 
cur, when the jurors are really divided in 
opinion, and each fide is convinced in op- 
pofition to the other ; but no verdift will 
be received, unlefs they are unanimous^ 
and they are all bound, not only in con- 
fcience, but by oath, to judge and declare 
according to their conviftion.— What 
then will be the confequence ? — They 
muft either ftarve in company, or one fide 
muft facrifice their Confcience to their 
convenience, and join in a verdid which^ 
they believe to be falfe. This abfurdity 
is avoided in Sweden, where a bare ma- 
jority is fufiicient ; and in Scotland, where 
two thirds of the jury are required to 
concur in the verdift. 

You muft not imagine that all thefe 
deduftions were made on his part, with- 
out contradiftion on mine. — No-- the truth, 
is, I found myfelf piqued in point of ho- 
nour, at his pretending to be fo much 
wifer than his neighbours*— I queftioned 
all his aflertions, ftarted innumerable ob- 
jections, argued and wraegled with un- 
common perfeverance, and grew very 
warm, and even violent, in the debate.— •• 

K 2 Somc-*^ 
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Sometimes he was puzzled, and once of 
twice, I think, fairly refuted -, but from 
rhofe falls he rofe again, like Anta^us^ 
with redoubled vigour, till at length. I was 
tired, exhaufted, and really did not know 
how to proceed, when luckily he dropped 
a hint, by which he difcovcred he had 
been bred to the law ; a confeflioa which 
enabled me to retire from the difputc 
with a good grace, as it could not be 
fuppofed that a man like' me, who had 
been bred to nothing, Ihould be able to 
cope with a veteran in his own profeflSort, 
I bcUeve, however, that I fliall for fomc 
time continue to chew the cud of reflec- 
tion upon many obfervations which this 
original difcharged. . 

Whether our fifter Tabby was really 
ftruck with his corxverfation, or is refolved 
to throw at every thing ftie meets, in the 
fhape of a man, till (he can faften the ma- 
trimonial noofe, certain it is, (he has 
taken defperate ftrides towards the affeo* 
tlon of Lifmahago, who cannot be faid to 
have met her half way, tho* he does not 
feem altogether infenfible to her civilities^. 
— She insinuated more than once how 
happy we (hould be to have his company 
through that part of Scotland which we 
propofed to viHt, till at length he plainly 
2 told 
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toid XIS5 that his road was totally difFetcnc 
from that which wc intended to take-, 
thatj for his part, his company would be 
of very little ftrvice to us in our pfogrefs, 
as he was utterly unacquainted with the 
country,which he had left in his early youthj 
confequently, he could neither direft vbs 
in our inquiries, nor introduce us to any 
faniily of diftinftion. He faid, he was fti- 
mulated by an irrefiftible impulfe to rcvifit 
the paternus lar^ or patria domus^ though he 
cxpeded little fatisfaftion, inafmuch as he 
ondcrftood that his nephew, the prefent 
pofleffor, was but ill qualified to fupporc 
the honour of the family. — HeafTured us, 
however, as we dcfign to return by the 
weft road^ that he will watch our motions, 
and endeavour to pay his refpe&s to us at 
Dumfries.— ^—Accordingly he took his 
kftve of Us at a plac« half way betwixt 
Morpeth and Alnwick, and pranced away 
in great ftate, mounted on a tall, meagre, 
raw-boned, (hambling grey gelding, with- 
out e'er a tooth in his head, the very 
couftter-part of the rider ; and, indeed, 
the appearance of the two was fo pic- 
turefque, that I would give twenty gui- 
i>eas to have them tolerably reprefented on 

canvas. . 

K 3 Nor- 
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Northumberland is a fine county, ex- 
tending to the Tweed, which is a pleaiant 
paftoral ftream ; but you will be furprifed 
when I tell you that the Engliih fide of 
that river is neither fo well cultivated nor 
fo populous as the other. — The farms are 
thinly fcattered, the lands uninclofed, and 
fcarce a gentleman's feat is to be feen in 
feme miles from the Tweed ; whereas the 
Scots are advanced in crowds to the very 
brink of the river, fo that you may reck- 
on above thirty good houfes, in the 
compafs of a few miles, belonging to pro- 
prietors whofe anceftors had fortified cat 
ties in the fame fituations, a circumftance 
that (hews what dangerous neighbours 
the Scots mufl: have formerly been to the 
northern counties of England. ^ 

Our domeftic oeconomy continues on 
the old footing. — My fiftcr Tabby ftill 
adheres to methodifm, and had the bene- 
fit of a fermon at Wefley's meeting in 
Newcaftle ; but I believe the pafiion of 
love has in fome meafure abated the fer- 
vour of devotion both in her and her wo- 
man,, Mrs. Jenkins, about whofe good 
graces there has been a violent conteft be- 
twixt my nephew's valet, Mr. Dutton, and 
my man, Humphry Clinker. — Jery has 

been 
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been obliged to interpofe bis authority to 
keep the peace ; and to him I have left 
the difcuflion of that important affair, 
which had like to have kindled the flames 
of difcord in the family of 

* Yours alvyays, 

Tweedmouthf ^j, _ 

July 15. Matt. Bramble. 



*To SirWATKiN Phillips, Barv at 

Oxon. 

DEAR WAT, 

< IN my two lafl you had fo much of 
Lifmahago, that I fuppofe you are glad 
he is gone off the ftagefor the prefent.— 
I muft now defcend to domeftic occur- 
rences.— Love, it feems, is refolved to 
aflert his dominion over all the females 
of our family. — After having praftifed 
upon poor Liddy's heart, and played 
ftrange vagaries with our aunt Mrs. Ta- 
ISitha, he began to run riot in the affec^ 

.K 4 tions 
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tions of her woman Mrs. Winifred Jen- 
kins, whom I have had occalion to men* 
tion more than once in the courfe of our 
memoirs. Nature intended Jenkins for 
fomething very different from the charac- 
ter of her miftrefs ; yet cuftom and habit 
have effected a wonderful refemblance 
betwixt them in many particulars* Win» 
to be fUre, is much younger and more 
agreeable in her perfon ; fhe is likewife 
tender-hearted and benevolent, qualities 
' for which her miftrefs is by no means re- 
markable, no more than fhe is for being 
of a timorous difpofition^ and much fub- 
jeft to fits of the mother^ which are tkjt 
infirmities of Win's conftkution : but 
then (he feems to have adopted Mrs, Tab- 
by's manner with her caft cloatbs.— She 
ilrefles and endeavours to look like her 
miftrefs,^aHhdugh fecr own k>oks arc nsUch 
more etigaging.— — «She enters into bef 
fchcmc of oeconomy, karns her phraies^ 
repeats her remarks, imitates her ftiJe in 
fcolding the inferior fcrvants, and, finally,, 
fubfcribw^s implicitly to her fyft^m of de- 
votion — This, indeed, ihe found the 
more agreeable, as it was in a great mea- 
furc introduced and confirmed by tlic mi- 
niftry of Clinker^ with whole perfonal 

merit 




HUMPHRY CLTNKfiR. 2ol 

taierit fhe feems to have been ftruck evef 
fitiQ^ he exhibited the pattern oif hi* 
naked (kin at Marlborough. . 

Nevefrthelefsy though Humphry had 
this double hank upon her inclinations^ 
and exerted all his power to maintain the 
conqueft he had nfiade, he f0\ind it im- 
poflible to guard it on the fide of vanity, 
where poor Win was as frail as any fe- 
male in the kingdom. In fliort, my raf- 
cfal Button profefled himfelf her admirer, 
smd, by dint of his outlandifli qualifica- 
tions, threw his rival Clinker out of the 
faddle of her heart. Humphry may be 
compared to an Englifh pudding, compof- 
cd of good wholefome flour and fuet, and 
Dutton to a fyllabub or iced froth, which, 
though agreeable to the tafte, has nothing 
Iblid or fubftantial. The traitor not only 
dazzled her with his fecond-hand finery, 
but he fawned, and flattered, and cringed 
— he taught her to take rappee, and pre- 
fented her with a fnufF-box of papier ma* 
cbe — ^he fupplied her with a powder for 
her teeth — he mended her complexion, 
and he dreflcd her hair in the Paris fafliion? 
— he undertook to be her French matter 
and her dancing-mafter, as well as frifeur, 
and thus imperceptibly wound himfelf 
ioto her good graces. Clinker perceived 

K 5 the 
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the progrefs he had made,- and repined in 
fecrct. — He attempted to open her eyes 
in the way of exhortation, and finding it 
produced no efFedb had recourfe to prayer. 
At Newcaftle, while he attended Mrs. 
Tabby to the methodift meeting, his rival 
accompanied Mrs. Jenkins to the play. 
He was dreffed in a filk coat, made ac 
Paris for his former mafter, with a tawdry 
yi^iftcoat of tarniihed brocard ; he wore 
his hair in a great bag with a huge foli- 
taire, and a long fword dangled from his 
thigh. The lady was all of a flutter with 
faded lufeftring, wafhed gauze, and rib- 
bons three times refrclhed ; but fhe was 
moft remarkable for the frifure of her 
head, which rofe, like a pyramid, feven 
inches above the fcalp, and her face was 
primed and^patched from the chin up to 
the eyesi nay, the gallant himfelf had 
fpared neither red nor white in improving 
the nature of his own complexion. In 
this attire, they walked together through 
the high ftreet to the theatre, and as they 
^afTed for players ready dreffed for aft- 
ing, they reached it unmolefted ; but as 
it was ftill light when they returned, and 
by that time the people had got informa- 
tion of their real charaftcr and condition, 
they hiffed and hooted all the way, and 

8 Mrs. 
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Mrs. Jenkins was all befpattcred with 
dirt, as well as infulted with the oppro- 
brious name oi painted Jezabel^ fo that htr 
fright and mortification threw her into an 
hyftcric fit the moment (he came home. 

Clinker was fo incenfed at Button, 
whom he confidered as the caufe of her 
difgrace, that he upbraided faim feverely 
for having^ turned the poor young wo- 
man's brain. The other affefted to treat 
him with contempt, and miftaking his 
forbearance for want of courage, threaten- 
ed to horfe-whip him into good manners. 
Humphry then came to me, humbly beg- 
ing 1 would give him leave to chaftife 
my fervant for his infolence — " He has 
*• challenged me to fight him at fword*? 
** point; (faid he) but I might as well 
** challenge him to make a horfe-fhoe, 
*• or a plough-iron ; for 1 know no more 
*• of the one than he does of the other.— 
** Befides, it doth not become fervants to 
** ufe thofe weapons, or to claim the pri- 
** vilege of gentlemen to kill one another 
** when they fall out ; moreover, I would 
♦* not have his blood upon my confcience 
*• for ten thoufand times the profit or fa- 
tisfaftion I fhould get by his death j 
but if your honour won't be angry, 
ril engage to gee 'en a good drubbing, 

K 6 " that. 
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** that, may hap, will do 'en fervke^aiKS 
*« I'll take care it fliall do 'en no harm/*' 
I faid, I bad no objection to what he pro-^ 
pofedy provided he could manage matters 
K> as not to be found the aggrefibr, iik 
cafe DuttOB fhould proiecute him for aft 
aflauk and battery. 

Thus licenfed^ he retired ; and that 
fame evening eafily provoked bis rival to^ 
ftrike the firftblow, which Clinker return- 
ed with fuch intereft that he was obliged. 
to call for quarter, declaring, at the fame 
time, that he would exaft fevere and 
bloody fatisfadion the moment we fhould 
pafs the border, when he could run hinv 
through the body without fear of the 

confequence.^ This fccnc paffed iot 

prefence of lieutenant Lifmahago, wha 
encouraged Clinker to hazard a thrufl: o£ 
cold iron with his antagoniH. '^ Cold 
" iron (cried Humphry) I fliall never ufc- 
•* againft the life of.any human creature j, 

but I am fo far from being afraid of 

his cold iron,, that I fhall ufe nothing:. 

in uiy defence but a good cudgel, which 
** fhall always be at his fervice." Jn the 
mean time, the fair caufe of this conteft>. 
Mrs. Winifred Jenkins^ feemed over^* 
whelmed with affliction, and Mr. Clinker 
a£ted much oa the refer ve,, though he 

did 
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did not prefiune ta find faolt mtk her 
condodt. 

The difputc between the two rivals 
was ibon brought to a very unexpe&ed 
ifiue. AnK)ng our fellow-lodgers at Ber- 
wick, was a couple from London, bound 
to Edinburgh, on the voyage of nwitri- 
fnony. The female was the daughter and 
heirefs of a pawn-broker deceafed, who 
had given her guardians the flip^ and put 
herfelf under the tuition of a tall Hiber-* 
nian, who had condudVed her thus far ia 
quell of a clergyman to unite them iii 
marriage^ without the formalities requir- 
ed by the law of England. I know not 
how the lover had bthaved on the road> 
ib as to decline in the favour of his inna« 
morata-, but, in all probability, , Button 
perceived a coldnefs on her fide, which 
encouraged him to whifper, it was a pity 
flie (hould have caft her afFcftions upon a 
taylor, which he affirmed the Irifhman to 
be. This difcovery completed her dif- 
guft, of whi^h my man taking the advan- 
tage, began to recommend himfelf to her 
good graces, and the fmooth-tongued raf- 
cal found.no difficulty to infinuate himfelf 
into the place of her heart, from which 
the other had been difcarded — Their re- 
folution was immediately taken. In the 

mornings 
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inorning, before day, while poor Teague 
lay fnoring a-bed, his indefatigable rival 
ordered a poft-chaife, and fet out with the 
lady for Coldftream, a few miles up the 
Tweed, where there was a parfon who 
dealt in this branch of commerce, and 
there they were noofed, before the Irifli-' 
man ever dreamt of the matter. But 
when he got up at fix o'clock, and found 
the bird was flown, he made fuch a noile 
as alarmed the whole houfe. One of the 
firft perfons he encountered, was the pof- 
tilion returned from Coldftream, where he 
had been witnefs to the marriage, and- 
over and above an handfome gratuity, had 
received a bride's favour, which he now 
wore in his cap — When the forfaken lover 
underftood they were adually married, 
and fet out for London ; and that Dut* 
ton had difcovered to the lady, that he 
(the Hibernian) was a taylor, he had like 
to have run diftraftcd. He tore the rib- 
bon from the fellow's cap, and beat it 
about his ears. He fwore he would pur- 
fue him to the gates of hell, and ordered a 
poft-chaife and four to be got ready as 
loon as poflible ; but, recollefting that his 
finances would not admit of thiis Way of 
travelling, he was obliged to countermand 
this order. 

For 
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For my part, I knew nothing at all of 

what had happened, till the poftilion 

brought me the keys of my trunk and 

portmanteau, which he had received 

from Dutton, who fent me his refpeds, 

hoping I would excufe him for his abrupt 

departure, as it was a ftep upon which his^ 

fortune depended— Before I had time to 

make my uncle acquainted with this event, 

the Irifhman burf): into my chamber, 

without any introdudkion, exclaiming, — 

•' By my foul, your farvant has robbed 

*^ me of five thoufand pounds, and I'll 

^< have fatisfadkion, if I fhould be 

*• hanged to-morrow.-^—" When I alk- 

cd him who he was, " My aame (faid 

** he) is Matter Macloughlin— but it 

^ fhould be Leighlin Oneale, for I am 

'f comcfromTcr-Owen the Great; andfo 

^^ I am as good a gentleman as any in 

*♦ Ireland ; and that rogue, your farvant, 

*' faid I was a taylor, which was as big a^ 

** lie as if he had called me the pope — 

«* Fm a man of fortune, and have fpent 

^^ all I had ^ and fo being in diftrefs, Mr. 

*« Cofhgrave, the fafhioner in Shufiblk- 

** ftreet, tuck me out, and made me his 

** own private Ihecretary : by the fame 

*« token, I was the laft he bailed ; for his 

*« friends obliged him to tie himfelf up, ' 

** that 
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^ tbit he woukl bail nd tmn tbore ten 
«< potmds ; £ot wh}ry bec«afif as bow^ h^ 
*< could not refitfe any body cbat alked^' 
^ %nd therefore in tUnc would h^re ro^ 
<< bed bimfelf of bis whole fomiAe, and, 
^ if bs bad lived long at th»t rat^, muft 
^^ h4ve died bankrupt very foon^^arvd i<> 
^ I made my addreifes to M\h Skmtitr^ 
^^ a young lady of five thoufand poiMidi 
*^ fortune, who agreed to take me for 
«* better nor worfe; and, to befure, this 
« day would have put me in poflcffioo, if 
** i% had not been for that rogue, your 
** farvant, who came like a tief^ and ftole 
*• away my property, and made her be- 
<^ Ikrve I .was a taylor ; and thac fhe was 
" going to marry the ninth part of a man : 
«* but the devil burn my foul, if ever I 
** catch him on the mountains of Tullo- 
** ghobegly, if I don't fhcw him that Vm 
^* nine times as good a man as he, or e'er 
•^ a bug of his country." - 

When he had rung out hisfirft alarm, I 
told him I was ibrry he had allowed himfelf 
to be fo jockied ; but it was no bufinefs of 
mine ; and that the fellow wlio robbed 
him of his bride, had likewife robbed me 
of my fervant— " Didn't I tell you then,' 
•' (cried he,) that Rogue was his true 
^ Chriftian name.-*Oh if I had but one 

*«" fair 
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** fair truft with him upon the fod, Td 
•' give him lave to brag ail the f eft of his 
« life." 

My uncle hearing the noife^ came in^ 
and being informed of this adventure, 
began to comfort Mr. Oneale for the la* 
dy*s elopement ; obferving that he feem- 
cd to have had a lucky efcape, that it was 
better Ihe Ihould elope before, than after 
marriage— The Hibernian was of a very 
different opinion. He faid, " If he had 
*' been once married, fhe might have 
*^ eloped as foon as Ihe pleafed; he would 
*' have taken care that ihe fliouid not 
** have carried her fortune along witli 
«* her — Ah (faid he) (he's a Judas Ifcarioc, 
** and has betrayed me wkh a kifs ; and, 
^ like Judas, flie carried the bag, and 
** -has not left me money enough to bear 
^' tny expenc^s back to London ; and fa 
^< as Fm cbore to this pafs, and the rogue 
^ that was the occafion of it has left you 
without a farvant, you may put me in 
his place ; and by Jafus, it is the beft 
thing you can do. — '* I begged to be 
rxcuied, declaring i coirid put up with 
any inconyemencey rather than treat as a 
footmaa the defcendant of Tir-Owen the 
Great. I advifed him to return to hia 
friend) Mn Cofgrave^ and take his paf- 
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fagc from Newcaftle by fea, towards 
which I made him a fmall prefent, and he 
retired, fcemingly refigned to his evil for- 
tune. I have taken upon trial a Scotchman, 
called Archy M^Alpin, an old foldicr, 
whofe lad mafter, a colonel, lately died at 
Berwick. The fellow is ^old and wither- 
ed ; but he has been recommended to me 
•for his fidelity, by Mrs. Humphreys, a 
very good fort of a woman, who keeps 
the inn at Tweedmouth, and is much re- 
fpeded by all the travellers on this road. 

Clinker, without doubt, thinks himfelf 
happy in the removal of a dangerous ri- 
val, and he is too good a Chriftian, to rc- 
Eine at Button's fuccefs. Even Mrs. Jen- 
ins will have reafon to congratulate hcr^ 
felf upon this event, when Ihe cooly . re* 
fleds upon the matter ; for, howfoever 
fhc was forced from her poifc for a fca^ 
fon, by fnares laid for her vanity, Hum^ 
phrey is certainly the north-ftar to which 
the needle of her affefbion would have 
pointed at the long run. At prefent, the 
fame vanity is exceedingly mortified, up- 
on finding herfelf abandoned by her new 
admirer, in favour of another innamorata. 
She received the news with a violent burft 
of laughter, which fqon brought on a fit 
of crying ; and this gave the finifhing 

blow 
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blow to the patience of her miitrefs, which 
had held out beyond all expeAation. Shb 
now opened all thofe floodgates of repre- 
henfion, which had been ihut fo long. 
She not only reproached her with her le- 
vity and indifcretion, but attacked her on 
the fcore of religion, declaring roundly 
that flie was in a ftate of apoftacy and re- ■ 
probation ; and finally, threatened to fend 
Jier a-packing at. this extremity of the 
kingdom. All the family interceded for 
j)oor Winifrid, not even excepting her 
flighted fwain, Mr. Clinker, who, on his 
Jcnees, implored and obtained her pardon. 
There was, however,, another confide- 
ration that gave Mrs. Tabitha fome dif- 
turbancc. At Newcaftle, the fervants 
had been informed by fome wag, that 
there was nothing to eat in Scotland, but 
oat' meal 2xA Jheef s-heads ; and Lieutenant 
Lifmahago being confulted, what he faid 
ferved rather to confirm than to refute the 
report. Our aunt being apprifcd of this 
circumftance, very gravely advifed her 
brother to provide a furiipter horfe with 
ftore of hams, tongues, bread, bifcuit, 
and other articles for our fubfiftence, in 
the courfe of our peregrination, and Mr. 
firamble as gravely replied, that he would 
take the hint into confideration : but, find- 
ing 
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tng no fuch provifion was made, (he no>i(r 
revived the propofal, obferving that there 
was a tolerable market at Berwick, where 
we might be fupplied ; and that my man's 
horfe would ferve as a beaft of burthen-— 
The *fquire, fhfugging up his Ihoulders, 
eyed her aflcance with a look of inef- 
fable contempt ; and, after fome paufc, 
** Sifter, (faid he) I can hardly per* 
«* fuade myfclf you are ferious." She 
was fo little acquainted with the geo- 
graphy of the ifland, that fhe ima^ 
grned we could not go to Scotland but by 
fea ; and, after we had paflcd through the 
town of Berwick, when he told her wc 
were upon Scottifh ground, fhe could 
hardly believe the aflertion— If the truth 
muft be told, the South Britons in g^ne* 
ral are woefully ignorant in this particu- 
lar* What, between want of curiofity, 
and traditional farcafms, the efFcd of an- 
cient gnimofity, the people at the other 
end of the ifland know as little of. Scot- 
land as of Japan. 

If I had never been in Wales, I fliould 
have been more ftruck with the manifeft 
difference in appearance betwixt the pea- 
sants and commonalty on different Cdea 
of the Tweed. The boors of Northum- 
berland are lufty fellows, frclh comple- 
\ione^9 cleanly^ and well cloathed ; but 

the 
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the labourers in Scotland are generall/ 
lank, lean, bard-^featured» fallovv, foiled, 
and fhabby, and their little pinched blue 
caps have a beggarly efFed* The cattle 
61*6 much in the fame ftile with their driv- 
ers, meagre, ftunted, and ill equipt^ 
When I talked to my uncle on this fub« 
]t&^ he faid, " Though all the S(;ottifh 
V^ hinds would not bear to be compared 
V with thofe of the rich counties of South. 
*^ Britain, they would ftand very well in 
^' competition with the peafants of France, 
** Italy, and Savoy— not to 'mention the 
** mountaineers of Wales, and the red- 
« flianks.of Ireland." 

We entered Scotland by a frightful 
moor of iixteen miles^ which promiies 
very little for the interior parts of the 
kingdom ^ but the profpe£t mended as 
we advanced. Pafling through Dunbar, 
which is a neat little town, fituated on the 
fea-fiide, we lay at a country inn, where 
our entertainment far exceeded our ex- 
pe^ation ; but for this we cannot give 
the Scots credit, as the landlord is a native 
of England. Yefterday we dined at Had- 
dington, which has been a place of fome 
contideration, but is now gone to decay $ 
and in the evening arrived at this metro- 
polis, oi which I can fay very little. It 

is 
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is very romantic, from its fituatipn on the de- 
divity of a hill, having a fortified cafUe 
at the top, and a royal palace at the bot- 
tom. The firfl thing that flrikes the nofe 
of a ftranger, ihall be namelefs; but 
what firft flrikes the eye, is the unconfcion- 
able height of the houfes, which gene* 
rally rife to five, fix, feven, and eight, 
ftories, and, in fbme places, (as I am z€- 
fured) to twelve. This manner of build- 
itig, attended with numberlefs inconve- 
niences, mufi: have been originally owing 
to want of room. Certain it is, the town 
ibems to be full of people : but their' 
looks, their language, and their cufloms, 
are fo difierent from ours, that I can 
hardly believe myfelf in Great-Bri- 
tain. 

The inn at which we put up, (if it 
may be fo called) was fo filthy and dif- 
agreeable in all refpeds, that my uncle be- 
gan to fret, and his gouty fymptoms to 
recur— Recollcdling, however, that he 
had a letter of recommendation to one 
Mr. Mitchelfon, a lawyer, he fcnt it by 
his fervant, with a compliment, import- 
ing that he would wait upon him next 
day in perfon -, but that gentleman vifit- 
ed us immediately, and infifted upon our 
going to his own houfe, until he could 

provide 
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provide lodgings for our accommodation. 
We gladly accepted of his invitation, and 
repaired to his houfe, where we wero 
treated with equal elegance and hofpitali- 
ty, to the utter confufion of our aunt, 
yirhofe prejudices, though begioningtogive 
way, were not yet entirely removed. To- 
day, by the affiftance of our friend, we arc 
fettled in convenient lodgings, up four 
pair of ftairs, in the High-ftreet, the 
fourth ftory being, in this city, reckoned 
more genteel than the firft. The air is, 
in all probability, the better; but it re- 
quires good lungs to breathe it at this dif- 
tance above the furface of the earth.— 
While I do remain above it, whether high- 
er or lower, provided I breathe at all, 

I (hall ever be, 

dear Phillips, yours, 
J^'y ««• J. Melford. 



To 



zi4 Thb expedition c9 



:^yyo0O»:^^)^^ 



To Dr. Lewis. 



• DEAR LEWIS, 

THAT prt of Scotland contigaoM 
to Berwick^ nature ikcms to have intend^ 
ed as a barrier between two hoftile na* 
tlons. It is a brown defert of cotifidcra- 
blc extent^ that produces nothing boc 
heath and fern -^ and what rendered it the 
more dreary when , we pafled, . there was- 
a thick fog that hindered us from feeing 
above twenty yards from thrf carriage— 
My filler began to make wry faces, and 
ufe her {melling- bottle ^ Liddy looked 
blankj and Mj"S. Jenkins dejefted ; but in 
a few hours thefe clouds were diffipated ; 
the fea appeared upon our right, and on 
the left the mountains retired a little, 
leaving an agreeable plain betwixt them 
and the beach; but, what furprifed us 
all, this plain, to the extent of fcveral 
miles, was covered with as fine wheat as 
ever I faw in the moft fertile parts of 

South 
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South Britain This plentiful crop is. 

raifed in the open field, without any in* 
cJofure, or other manure than the alga 
marina^ or fea-weed^ which abounds on 
thisicoaft^ a circumftance which (hews 
that the foil and climate are favourable ^ 
but that agriculture in this country is not 
]Fet brought to that perfedion which k 
has attained in England. InclofureS' 
would not only keep the grounds warm» 
and the feveral fields diftinfi:, but would al- 
fb [n'otedt the crop from the high winds^ 
which are fo frequent in this part of the 
ifland. 

Dunbar is well fituated for trade, and 
has a curious bafon, where (hips of fmall 
burthen may be perfectly fecure ; but 
there is little appearance of bufinefs in 
the places — From thence, all the *way to 
Edinburgh, there is a continual fuccef- 
fion of fine feats, belonging to noblemen 
and gentlemen \ and as each is furround- 
ed by its own parks and plantation, they 
produce a very^ pleafing effe£t in a coun- 
try which lies otherwifc open and expof- 
ed. At Dunbar there is a noble park, 
with a lodge; belonging to the Duke of 
Roxburgh, where Oliver Cromwell had 
his head-quarters, when Lefley, at the 
head of a Scotch army, took poileflion 

Vol. II. L of 
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of the mountains in the neighbourhood, 
and hampered him in fuch a manner^ 
that he would have been obliged to em- 
bark and get away by fea, had not the fa- 
naticifm of the enemy forfeited the ad- 
vantage which they had obtained by their 
general's conduft— Their minifters, by 
exhortation, prayer, afluranee, and pro- 
phecy, inftigated them to go down and 
(lay the Philiftines in Gilgal, and they 
quitted their ground accordingly, not- 
wrthftanding all that Lefley could do to 
reftrain the madnefs of their cnthufiafm 

When Oliver faw them in motion, 

he exclaimed, " Praifed be the Lord, he 
•' hath delivered them into the hands of 
" his fervant !" and ordered his troops to 
ling a pfalm of thankfgiving, while they 
advanced in order to the plain, where 
the Scots were routed with great flaugh- 
tcr. 

' In the neighbourhood of Haddington,, 
there is a gentleman's houfe, in the build- 
ing of which, and the improvements a- 
bout it, he is faid to have expended forty 
thoufand pounds : but I cannot fay I was 
much pleafed with either the architec- 
ture or the (ituation ; though it has in 
front a paftoral ftream, the banks of 
iNfhich are laid out in a very agreeable . 

man- 
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manner. I intended to pay my refpeds 
to lord Elibank, whom I had the honour 
to know at London many years ago. He 
lives in this part of Lothian; but was 
gone to the North, on a vifit — You have 
often heard me mention this nobleman, 
whom l.have long revered for his huma- 
nity and univerfal intelligence, over and 
above the entertainment arifing from the 
originality of his cHarader — At MufleU 
burgh, however, I had the good-fortune 
to drink tea with my old friend Mr. Car- 
donel; and at his houfe I met with Dr. 

C , the parfon of the parilh, whofe 

humour and converfation inflamed me 
with a defirc of being better acquainted 
with his perfon — I am not at all furprifed 
that thefe Scots make their way in every 
quarter of the globe. 

This place is but four miles from 
Edinburgh, towards which we proceeded 
along the fea*(hore, upon a firm bottom 
of fmooth fand, which the tide had left 

uncovered in its retreat Edinburgh, 

from this avenue, is not feen to much 
advantage — We had only an impcrfeft 
view of the Caftle and upper parts of the 
town, which varied incelTantly according 
to the inflexions of the road, and exhibit- 
ed the appearance of detached fpires and 

L 2 tur- 
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turrets, belonging to fome magfiificenc 
edifice in ruins. The palace p? Holy- 
rood boufe (lands on the left, as you fit- 
ter the Canongate — Thi$ is a (treet qoor 
cinued.from hence to the ga^te called Nc^ 
ther Bow, which is now taken nw^y^ fo 
th^t there is no interruption for a k>Dg 
mile, from the bottom to the top of the 
hill on which the Caftle (lands in a mod: 

imperial fituation -Confidering its fine 

pavement, its width, and the lofty houfes 
on each fide, this would be undoubtedly 
one of the noblcft ftrects in Europe, if 
an ugly mafs of mean buildings, called 
the Lucken-Booths, had ndt thruft itfelf, 
by what accident I know not, into the 
middle of the way, like Middle-Row in 
Holborn. The city ftands upon two hiUs, 
and the bottom between them ; and, with 
all its defcfts, may very well pafs for 
the capital of a moderate kingdom — It is 
full of people, and cojitinuaUy rclbuiids 
with the noife of coaches and other carri- 
ages, for luxury as well as commerce. 
As far as I can perceive, here is no want 
of provifions— The beef and mutton arc 
as delicate here as in Wales ; the fca af- 
fords plenty of good fi(h ; the bread is 
remarkably fine ; and the water is excel- 
lent, though Tm afraid nat in fufBcieiK 

quan- 
8 
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quantify to anfwer all the purpofes of 
cleanlincfs and convenience; articles ia 
"virhich, it muft be allowed, our fcllow-ful> 
jefts arc a little defedive — The water is 
brought in leaden pipes from a mountain 
in the neighbourhood, to a ciftern on the 
Caftle-hill, from whence it is diftributed 
to public conduits in different parts of 
the city — From thcfc it is carried in bar- 
rels, on the backs of male and female por- 
ters, up two, three, four, five, *fix, fe- 
vcn^ and eight pair of flairs, for the ufe 
of particular families— Every ftory is a 
complete houfe, occupied by a feparate 
family ; and the flair being common to 
them all, is generally left in a very filthy 
condition ; a man muft tread with great 
drcumfpeftion to get fafe houfed with 
unpolluted ?*lhocs--*Not hi ng can form a 
ftronger contraft, than the difference be- 
twixt the outfide and infide of the door ; 
for the good-women of this metropolis 
are remarkably nice in the ornaments and 
propriety of their apartments, as if they 
were refolvcd to transfer the imputation 
ftom the individual to the public. You 
are no ftranger to their method of dif- 
charging all their impurities from their 
windows, at ft certain hour of the highr, 
its the cuftdm is in Spain, Portugal, and 

L 3 ibme 
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46me parts of France and Italy— A prac- 
tice to which I can by no means be re- 
conciled ; for nocwithitanding all the care 
that is taken by their fcavcngers to re- 
move this nuiiance every morning by 
break of day, enough ftill remains to of- 
fend the eyes, as well as other organs of 
thofe whom ufe has not hardened againft 
all delicacy of fenfation. 

The inhabitants feem infenfible to thefe 
impreflions, and are apt to imagine the 
difguft that we avow is l>tde better than 
afFedlation ; but they ought to have foaie 
compaQion for flrangers, who have not been 
ufed to this kind of fufFerance; and conii- 
der, whether it may not be worth while to 
take fome pains to vindicate themfelves 
from the reproach that, on this account^ 
they bear among their neighbours. As to 
the furpriiing height of their houfes, it is 
abfurd in many refpedls ; but in one par- 
ticular light I cannot view it without hor- 
ror -, that is, the dreadful fituation of all 
the families above, in cafe the common 
(lair cafe (hould be rendered impafTable 
by a fire in the lower ftorics — In order to 
prevent the (hocking confequences that 
muft attend fuch an accident, it would be 
a right meafure to open doors of commu- 
nication from one houfe to another, on 

every 
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every ftory^ by which the people might 
fly from fuch a terrible vifitation. In all 
parts of the world, we fee the force of 
habit prevailing over all the didates of 
convenience and fagacity — All the peo- 
ple of bufinefs at Edinourgh, and even 
the genteel company, may be fcen {land- 
ing in crowds every day, from one to two 
in the afternoon, in the open ftreet, at a 
place where formerly ftood a market- 
crols, which (by the bye) was a curious 
piece of Gothic architefture, ftill to be 
ieen in lord Sommerville's garden in this 
neighbourhood — I fay, the people Hand 
in the open ftrcet from the force of cuf- 
tom, rather than move a few yards to an 
Exchange that (lands empty on one fide, 
or to the Parliament- clofe on the other, 
which is a noble fquare, adorned with a 
fine equeftrian flatue of king Charles II. 
— ^he company thus aflembled, are en- 
tertained with a variety of tunes, played 
upon a fet of bells, fixed in a fteeple hard 
by— As thcfe bells are well-toned, and 
the mufician, who has a falary from the 
city, for playing upon them with keys, 
is no bad performer, the entertainment 
is really agreeable, and very ftriking to 
the ears of a ilranger. 

L4 The 
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The public inns of Edinburgh, are 
ilill worfe than thofe of London ; but jby 
means of a worthy gentleman^ to whom I 
was recommended, we have got decent 
lodgings in the houfe of a widow gentle- 
woman, of the name of Lockhart ; and 
here I ihall flay until I have feen every 
thing that is remarkable in and about 
this capital. I now begin to feel the good 

cffefts of exercife ^I eat like a farmer, 

fleep from mid- night till eight in the 
morning without interruption, and enjoy 
a conftant tide of fpirits, equally diftant 
from inanition -and excefs ; but whatever 
epbs or flows my conftitution may un« 
dei^Oy my heart will ftili declare that 
lam, 

Dear Lewis, 
Your aifeAionate friend and fervant^ 
tdr. July is. Matt. Brambli'. 



To 
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v/ Vi^-^/H^ v^^-%// =v/r>^/ ^/s^/r-^/^^^ 



To Mrs. Mary Jone^ M Bramble- 

toti-halL 



DEAR mary; 

t H E Tquire has been fo kind as to 
tap my bit of npnfenfe under the kiver 
of his own fhcct— O, Marjfr Jbnes ! Mary 
Jones ! I have had trials and trembula- 
tion. God help me ! I have been a vixen 
And a griffin chefe many days*^Sattin has 
had power to temp me in the fiiape of 
van Ditcon^ the yoang *fquirc*s wally de 
fliamble ; but by God'^s greafe he did not 
purvail— ^I thoft as how» there was no arm 
in going to a play at Newcaftle> with my 
hair drefled in the Parifh falhion ; and as 
for the trifle of paint, he faid as how my 
complexion wanted rouch^ and ib I let 
bim put k on with a little Spanifli owl ^ 
but a mifchievous mob of colliers, and 
fuch promifcous ribble rabble, that 
could bare nofmutbut their own, attack- 
ed us in the ftreet, and called me hoar 
and fainted IffaMj and fplaflied my 

L 5 clofe^ 
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clofe, and fpoiled mc a complete fee of 
blond lace triple ruffles, not a pin the 
vrorfc for che ware — They coft nie fcvea 
good fillings, to lady Griflcin's womaa 
at London. 

When I axed Mr. Clinker what they 
meant by -calling me liJabel, he put the 
byebill irao my hand, and I read of van 
IHabcl a painted harlot, that yas thrown 
out of a vindore, and the dogs came and 
licked her blood -«-But I am no harlot ; 
and, with God's blefling, no dog fhall 
have my poor blood to lick : marry » 
Heaven forbid, amenl As for Ditton, 
iafter all his courting, and his compli- 
ment, he ftole away an Irifliman^s bride, 
and took a French leave of me and his 
tasi&cti^ but I vally not his going a fare* 
angj but I have had hanger on his ac- 
•count— Miftrifs fcoulded like mad ; thof 
I have the comfit that all the family took 
>my part, and even Mr. Clinker pleaded 
-for me on his bended knec^; thof, God he 
sknows, he had raifins enuff to com- 
plain.; but he's a good fole, abounding 
with Chrittian meekneis, and one day wiU 
«neet with his reward* 

Afid now, dear Mary, we have got to 
Maddingborrough, among the Scots, who 
arc civil enufF for .our money, thof I 

* don*i: 
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don't fpcak their lingo— But they Ihould 
not go for to impofe upon foreigners j for 
the bills in their houfcs fay, they have 
different eafements to let •, and behold 
there is nurro geaks in the whole king- 
dom, nor any thing for poor farvants-, 
but a barrel with a pair of tongs thrown 
.a crofs ; and all the chairs in the family * 
.are emptied into this here barrel once a- 
day ; and at ten o'clock at .night the 
whole cargo is flung out of a back win- 
dore that looks into fome fe^eec oi' lane, 
and the maid calls gardy loo totlie paffei>K. 
^gers, which fignifies Lord have mercy upr- 
:Onyou! and this is done every night \n 
every houfe in Haddingborrough ; fo you 
may guel's, Mary Jones, what a fweet fa- 
vour comes from fuch a number of pro- 
fuming pans ; but they fay it is wholfome, 
and, iriily, I believe it i« ; for being in 
the vapours, and thinking of Iffabel and 
..Mr. .Clinker,- 1 was going into a fit of 
-aftericks,. when this fiff, faving youi;*pr«^ 
fence^ took me by the nofe fo powerf ully 
vihat .1 fneezed three time$, and found my- 
felf wonderfully refreflied •, and this to be 
fure is the raifin why there are no fits in 
Haddingborrough, 

I was l.kewife made believe, that there 
was nothing to be had but Oiit-nual and 

L 6 fdtfs 



s 






«18 The EXPEDITION or 

fiipS'beads \ but if I hadn't been a foot, 
I moughc have known there could be no 
htads without kerkalTes — ^This very 
blefled day i dined upon a delicate leg c^ 
Vclfli mutton and cully-flower; and as 
for the oat- meal, I leave that to the far- 
vants of the country, which are pore 
drudges, many of them without flioes or 
ftockings — Mr. Clinker tells me here is a 
great call of the gofpel ; but I wi(h, I 
wi(h fbme of our family be not fallen oflF 
from the rite way — O, if I was given to 
tail-baring, I have my own fecrets to dif- 
cover There has been a deal of hag- 
gling and flurtation betwixt miftrefs and 
an ould Scots officer, called Kifmycago. 
He looks for all the orld like the fcarc* 
crow that our gardener kt up to frite a- 
way the fparrows ; and what will come of 
it, the Lord nows ; but come what will, 
it ihall never be faid that I menchioned a 
fyjlabub of the matter— Remember me 

kindly to Saul and the kitten 1 hope 

they got the horn-buck, and will put it to 
a good yufe, which is the conft'ant prayer 

of. 

Dear Molly, 

your loving friend, 

Addingborough, July it* WlN. JfiNKINt. 
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To Sir Watki» Phillips, Bari. af 
Jefus college, Oxon. 

* 

DEAR PHILLIPS, 

I F I ftay much longer at Edinburgfi, 
I (hall be changed into a down- right Cale- 
donian — My uncle obfcrves, that I hav? 
already acquired fomething of the coun- 
try accent. The people here are fo foet- 
al and attentive in their civilities to ftran- 
gers, that I am inicnfibly fucked into the 
channel of their nnanners and cuftoms, 
although they are in fadl much more dif- 
ferent n'om ours than you can imagincr— 
That difference, however, which ftruck 
toe very much at my firfl: arrival, I how 
hardly perceive, and my ear is perfedlly 
reconciled to the Scotch accent, which I 
find even agreeable in the mouth of a 
pretty woman — It is a fort of Doric dia- 
led, which gives an idea of amiable (im- 

plicity 1 ou cannot imagine how wc 

have been carcffcd and fcafted in the 
gdod town of ESnburgb^ of which we are 

be- 
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become free denizens and guild bro- 
thers, by the fpecial favour of the ma- 
giftracy. 

1 had a whimfical commiffion from 
Bath, to a cijizen of this metropolis— 
Quin, 'Underftandiag our incentio^ to vi- 
iit Edinburgh, pulled out a guinea, and 
<lefired the favour 1 would drink it at a 
tavern, with a particular friend and bot- 
tle-companion of his, -one Mr. R — C — ^ 
a lawyer of this jdty — I charged myfelf 
with the commillion, and, taking the 
guinea, *' You fee (faid I) I. have pocket- 
ed your bounty.'* *' Yes (replied 
Quin, laughing) ; and a head-ake in- 
to the bargain, if you drink fair." I 
made uie of this introduftion to Mn 

C r, who received me with open arras, 

^nd gave me the rendezvous, according 
to the cartel. He had provided a company 
,of jolly fellows, among whom I found 
myfelf extremely happy 5 and did Mr. 

C and Quin all the juftice in my 

;power ; but, alas, I was no more than a 
xiro among a troop of veterans, who had 
•compafBon upon my youth, and convey- 
jejd me home in the morning, by what 
.means I know not — Quin was miftaken, 
iiowcvcr, as to the head- ake; the claret 
wsL$ too good to treat me fo roughly. 

While 
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While Mr. Bramble holds conference 
with the graver literati of the place, and 
our females are entertained at vifits by 
the Scotch ladies, who are tlie beft and 
Icindeft creatures upon earth, I pafs my 
time among the bucks of Edinburgh; 
who, with a great fhare of Ipirit and vi- 
vacity, have a certain flirewdnefs arid 
felf-command that is not often found 
among their neighbours, in the high^day 

of youth and exultation Not a hint 

^fcapes a Scotchman that can be inter- 
preted into offence by any individual in 
che company ; and national reAe<5tlons are 
never heard — In this particular, I mulit 
own, we are both unjufl: and ungrateful 
to the Scots ; for, as far as I am able to 
judge, they hav^ a real cflieem for the na- 
tives of South-Britain ; and never men- 
tion our country, but with cxpreffions of 
regard — Ncverthelefs, they are far from 
being fervile imitators of our modes and 
falhionable vices. All their cuftoms and 
regulations of public and private oecono- 
my, of bufinefs and diverfion, are in their 
own ftile. This remarkably predomi- 
nates in their looks, their drels, and man- 
ner, their mufic, and even their cookery. 
Our 'fquire declares, that he knows nc«: 
another people upon earth, fo flrongly 

marked 
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marked with a national character — Now 
we arc upon the article of cookery, I 
tnuftown, fomc of their dilhes are favou- 
ry, and even delicate ; but I am not yet 
Scotchman enough to relifh their finged 
flxcep's-head and haggice, which were 
provided at our requcft, one day at Mr. 
Mitchelfoij's, where we dined — ^Thc firft 
put me in mind of the hiftory of Congo^ 
m which I had read of negros' heads fold 
publickly in the markets; thelaft, being 
a mefs of minced lights, livers, fuet, oat- 
meal, onions, and pepper, inclofed in a 
Iheep's ftomach, had a very fu'dden cfFcA 
upon mine, and the delicate Mrs, Tabby 
changed colour ; when the caufe of our 
difguft was inftantancoully removed at 
the nod of our entertainer. The Scots> 
in general, are attached to this compofi- 
tion, with a fort of national fondnefs, as 
well as to their oat-meal bread ; which is 
prefented at every table, in thin triangu- 
lar cakes, baked upon a plate of iron, 
called a girdle ; and thefe, many of the 
natives, even in the higher ranks of life, 
prefer to wheaten-bread, which they have 
here in perfeftion — You know we ufed to 
Tex poor Murray of Baliol- college, by 
afking, if there was really no fruit but 
turnips in Scotland f^—^Sure enough, I 

have 
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liavc ieen turnips make their appearance^ 
not as a defert, but by way of bors d^ 
Huvres^ or whets, as radifhes are ferved 
gp betwixt more fubftantial difhes in 
France and Italy ; but it mud be obferv- 
ed, that the turnips of this country are 
as much fuperior in fweetnefs, delicacy^ 
and flavour, to thofe of England, as a 
muik-melon is to the ftock of a common 
cabbage. They are fmall and conical, of 
a yellowi(h colour, with a very thin fkin % 
and, over and above their agreeable tafte^ 
are valuable for their antifcorbutic qua- 
lity — ^As to the fruit now in feafon, fuch 
as cherries, goofeberries, and currants^ 
there is no want of them at Edinburgh % 
and in the gardens of fome gentlemen^ 
who live in this neighbourhood, there it 
now a very favourable appearance of apri* 
COCS) peaches, nedarines, and even 

Kipes : nay, I have feen a very fine 
w of pine-apples within a few miles 
of this metropolis. Indeed, we have no 
reafon to be nirprifed at thefe particulars^ 
when we coofider how little difference 
there is, in h€t^ betwixt this climate and 
tbat of London. 

All the temarkable places in the city 
and its avenues, for ten miles around, we 
Ju^ vilitedi much to our &ti$£i&ioD« In 

the 
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-che Caftle are fome royal apartments, 
where the fovcreign occafionally refided 5 
and here are carefully preferved the re- 
galia of the kingdom, confifting of a 
crown, faid to be of great value, a fcep- 
tre, and aTword of ftate, adorned with 
Jewels — Of thefe fymbols of fovereignty, 
<he people are exceedingly jealous — A 
report being fpread, during the fittmg of 
the union-paVliament, that they were re- 
moved to London, fuch a tumult arofe, 
that the lord commiflioner would have 
been torn in pieces, if he had not pro- 
duced.them for the fatisfadtion of the po- 
pulace. 

The palace of Holyrood-houfe is aa 
elegant piece of architcAure, but funk ia 
an obfcure, and, as I take it, unwhole- 
fome bottom, where one would imagine 
it had been placed on purpofe to be con- 
cealed. The apartments are lofty, but 
cnfurniihed ; and as for the piftures of 
the Scottiih kings, from Fergus I. to 
king William, they are paultry daubings, 
moftly by the fame hatid, painted either 
from the imagination, or porters hired 
to fit for the purpofe. All the diver (ioos 
of London we enjoy at Edinburgh, in a 
fmall compafs. Here is a well-condudt- 
cd concert, in which feveral gentlemen 

per- 
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perform on different inftruments — The 
Scots arc all muficians — Every man you 
meet plays on the -flute, the violin, or 
violoncello; and there is one* nobleman, 
whofe compofitions are univerfally ad- 
-mired— Our company of adors i« very 
tolerable *, and a lubfcription is now on 
foot for building a new theatre.; but their 
aiTemblies pleafe me above ail other pub- 
lic exhibitions. 

We have been at the hunters ball, 
where I was really aftonifhed to fee fuch 
a number of fine women — The Engliih, 
.who have never croffcd the Tweed, inr)a- 
gine errpneoufly, that the Scotch ladies 
.arc not remarkable for perfonal actrac- 
,tioDs ; but, I can declare with a fafecon- 
.fcience, I never faw fo many handfome 
females together, as were aflembled on 
this occafion. At the Leith* races, the 
bcft company comes hither from the re- 
moter provinces ; (o that, I fuppofe, wc 
4iad all the beauty of the kingdom con- 
. cejicrated as it were into one focus ; 
which was, indeed, fo vehement, that 
my heart could hardly refift its power- 
Between friends, is has fuftained fome 
damage from the bright eyes of the 

charming mifs R n, whom I had the 

i^oflour to dance with at the ball — The 

coun- 
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countets of Melvile attracted all eyes, 
and the admiration of all prefent — ^he 
was accompahfed by the agreeable m'tfs 
Griere^ Who made many conqueih ; nor 
did my fifter Liddy pafs unnoticed in the 
affenrby— She is become a toaft at Edin- 
burgh, by the name of the Fair Cam- 
brian^ and has already been the occafioh 
t)f much wine-flied j but the poor girl 
met with an accident at the ball, which 
has given us great difturbance. 

A young gentleman, the exprefs image 
of that rafcal Wilfon, went up to aik her 
to dance a minuet ; and his fudden ap- 
pearance (hocked her fo much, that (he 
fainted away — I call Wilfon a rafcal, be- 
caufe, if he had been really a gentleman, 
>R^ith honourable intentions, he would 
have, ere now, appeared in his own cha- 
'ra£ler— I muft Own, my blood boiis with 
indignation when I think of that fellow*s 
prefumption j and Heaven confound me 
if I don't — ^But I won't be fo womanifti as 
to rail — Time will, perhaps, furnilh oc- 
cafion — Thank God, the caufc of Lid- 
Tly*s dilbrder remains a fecret. The lady 
diredtrefs of the ball, thinking (ht was 
orercome by the heat of the pltee, had 
her conveyed to another room, where 
Ihe fbon recovered fo wd}^ as to r^um 

and 
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and join in the cowtry-d^nces, in which 
the Scotch U^iss acquit th^ipfelves with 
fych fpirit ^nd ^giiity, as put their p^Ftr 
ners to the height of their mettle — I be- 
lieve our aunc, Mrs. Tabith^^ had en- 
tertained hopes of being able to do fomc 
execution among the cavaliers at thisi af^ 
fembly— ^She had been feveral ciays in 
Qopfultatioo with milliners and mantua^ 
makers, preparing for the occa0oa, at 
which ttit made her appearance in a fuU 
fuit of damalk, fo thick and heavy, that 
the fight of it alone, at this feafon of the 
year^ wj|s fafiicient to draw drops of fweat 
from any man of ordinary imagination— ^^ 
She danced QM n^inuet with wr friend^ 
Mr, Mitchelfon, who favoured her fo far^ 
in the fpirit of hojpitality and politenefs ; 
and Che was called out a fecond time by^ 
the young laird of Bally mawhawple, who» 
coming in by accident, could not readjly 
find any other partner ; but as the fir ft 
was a married man, and the fecond pay- 
ed no particular homage to her charms^ 
which were alfo over-looked by the reft 
of the company, fhe became diiTatisfied 
and cenforious — At fupper, Ibe obferved 
that the Scotch gentlemen made a very 
good figure, when they were a little im- 
proved by travelling ; and therefore it 

was 
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was pity they did not all take the benefit 
of gbing abroad — She faid the women 
were aukward, mafculine creatures ; that, 
in dancing, they lifted their legs like fo 
many coles ; that they had no idea of 
graceful motion, and put on their clothes 
in a frightful manner ; but if the truth 
muft be told. Tabby herfelf was the mod 
ridiculous figure, and the wOrft dreffcd 
of the whole aflfembly — The negleft of 
the male fex rendered her malcontent 
and peevifti ; (he now found fault with 
every thing at Edinburgh, and teized her 
brother to leave the place, when Ihe was 
fuddenly reconciled to it on a religious 
confidcration-— There is a feft of farta- 
ticks, who have feparated themfelves 
from the eftablifhed kirk, under the name 
of Seceders — They acknowledge no earth- 
ly head of the church, rejcft lay-patron- 
age, and maintain the methodift doftrines 
of the new birth, the new tight, the ef- 
ficacy of grace, the infufficiency of works, 
and the operations of the fpirit. Mrs. 
Tabitha, attended by Humphry CHnker, 
was introduced to one of their conven- 
ticles, where they both received much c- 
dification ; and ihe has had the good 
fortune to come acquainted with a pious 
Chriftian, called Mr. Moffat, who is very 

power- 
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powerful in prayer, and often aflifts her 
in private excrcifes of devotion. 

1 ne^vcr faw fuch a concoutfe of cen- 
teel company at any races i^;i EngJand, as 
appeared ^n the courfe of Lekh — Hard. 
by, ^ia, the fields called the Links, the 
citizens of Edinburgh divert thfynfclves 
at a game called golf, in,w^h they ufe 
» curious kind of bats, tipdwi^h horn^ 
and fmall elaftic . balls of leather, ftufFed. 
with feathers^ rather lefs than tennis- 
balls, but of a much harder coniiftence > 
— This they ftrike v^ith fuch force and 
dexterity from one hole to another, that 
they will fly to an incredible diftance. Of: 
this diverfion the Scots are fo fond, that 
when the weather will permit, you. may 
fee a multitude of all ranks, from the fe- 
nator of juftice to the loweft tradefmen, 
mingled together in their fhirts, and fol- 
lowing the balls with the utmoft eager- 
nefs — Among others, I was (hewn one 
particular fet of golfers, the youngeft of 

whom was turned of fourfcore They , 

were all gentlemen of independent for- 
tunes, who had amufed themfelves with . 
this paftime for the bed part of a cen* 
tury, without having ever felt the leaft 
alarm from ficknefs or difgud; and they 
never went to bed, without having each . 

the 
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the beft part of a gallon of claret in his 
belly. Such uninterrupted exercife, co* 
operating with the keen air from the 
fea, muft, without all doubt, keep the 
appetite always on edge, and (led the con-* 
ftitution againft all the common attacks 
of diftemper. 

The Leith races gave occafion to an- 
other entertarnment of a very fingular na- 
ture-^There is at Edinburgh a fociety or 
corporation of errand-boys, called caw* 
dies, who ply in the ftreets at night with 
paper lanthorns, and are very fervice* 
able in carrying meflTages-^Thefe fellows, 
though fliabby in their appearance, and 
rudely familiar in their addrefs, are won- 
derfully acute, and fo noted fbr fiddity, 
that there is no inftance of a cawdy's hav* 
ing betrayed his truft — Such h their in- 
telligence, that they kriDw, not only eve- 
ry individual of the place, but alfo every 
ftranger, by that time he has been four 
and twenty hours in Edinburgh ; and no. 
tranfaAion, even the moft private, can 
elcape their notice — They arc particular- 
ly famous for their dexterity in executing 
one of the furi<5tions of Mercurj^; though, 
for my own part, I never employed them 
in this department of bofineis — Had I oc- 
cafion for any fervice of this nature, my 

own 
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own man Archy M* Alpine, is as well 
qualified as eVr a cawdie in Edinburgh ; 
and I am much miflraken, if he has noc 
. been heretofore of their fraternity. Be 
that as it may, they refolved to give a 
dinner and a ball at Leith, to which they 
formally invited all the young noblemen 
and gentlemen that were at the races; 
and this invitation was reinforced by an 
aiTurance that all the celebrated ladies of 
pleafure would grace the entertainment 
with their company. — I received a card 
on this occafion, and went thither with. 
half a dozen of my acquaintance. — In a 
large hall the cloth was laid on^ a long 
range of tables joined together, and here 
the company feated themfelves, to the 
number of about fourfcore, lords, and 
lairds, and other gentlemen^ courtezans 
and cawdies mingled together, as the 
flaves and their mailers were in the time 
of the Saturnalia jn ancient Rome.— The 
toaftmafter, who fat at the upper end, 
was one Cawdie Frafcr, a veteran pimp, 
diftinguifhed for his humour and fagacity^ 
well known and much refpe&ed in his 
profeflion by all the guefts, male and fe- 
male, that were here aflenibled. — He had 
foefpoke the dinner and the wine : he haul 
Vol. II. M taken 
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taken care that all his brethren fbould ap- 
pear in decent apparel and clean linen y 
and he himfclf wore a periwig with three, 
tails, in honour of the feftival — I affurc 
you the banquet was both elegant and 
plentiful, and feafoned with a tboufand 
failles, that promoted a general fpirit of 
mirth and good humour. — After the dc- 
fcrr, Mr. Frafer propofcd the following, 
toafts, which I don't pretend to explain.— 
« Thebeftin Cluiftendom."— " Gibb's 
** contradK** — *' Tlie beggar's bennifon." 
— -" King and kirk."— r'* Great-Britain 
" and Ireland." — ——Then, filling a 
bumper, and turning to me, " Mefter 
** Malford, (faid he) may a* unkindnefs 
ceafe betwixt John Bull and his Cftef 
Moggy." — The next perfon he fingkd 
out, was a nobleman who had I been 
long abroad.—" Ma lord, (cried Frafer) 
here is a bumper to a' thofe noblemen 
who have virtue enough to fpcnd their. 
reats in their aincountray/' — He af- 
terwards addreffed himfelf to a member 
of parliament in thefe words :— " Mefter 
•* — Vm fuFeye*Uha* uac objeftion to.my 
•^ drinking, Difgrace and dule to ilka 
*^ Scot, that fells his confcience and his 
« vot«."i— He difchargcd a. third f^rcafoi 
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at a perfon very gaily dreffcd, who had 
rifen from fmall beginnings, and made a 
confiderable fortune at play. — Filling his 
glafs, and calling him by name, " Lang 
life (faid he) to the wylie loon that 
gangs a-field with a toom poke at his 
" lunzie, and comes hame with a fack- 

•* fill of filler." All thefe toafts being 

received with loud burfts of applaufe, 
Mr. Frafer called for pint glafles, and 
filled his own to the brim : then (landing 
up, and all his brethren following his ex- 
ample, *' Ma lords and gentlemen (cried 
^* he), here is a^ cup of thanks for the 
** great and undcferved honour you have 
** done your poor errand-boys this day." 
--^o faying, he and they drank off their 
glafles in a trice, and, quitting their feats, 
took their ftation each behind one of the 
other guefts ; — exclaiming, " Noo we're 
*• your honours cawdies again." 

The nobleman who had bore the firft 
brunt of Mr, Frafer*s fatire, objefted to 
his abdication. He faid, as the company 
was affembled by invitation from the 
cawdies, he expefted they were to be en- 
tertained at their expcnce. *' By no 
•' means, my lord, (cried Frafer) I wad 
'' na be guilty of fie prefumption for. the 

Mz ** wide 
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** wide warld — I never affronted a gen- 
•* tieman fincc I was born ; and fure at 
^ this ^e, I wonnot offer an indignity to 
•* fie an honourable convention." "Well, 
•• (faid his Lordlhip) as you have expend- 
*' cd fome wit, you have a right to favc 
^ your money. You have given me good 
counfcl, and I take it in good part. As 
you have voluntarily quitted your feat, 
** I will take your place with the leave of 
" the good company, and think mylclf 
" happy to be hailed, Fatbtr of the JFJ?^^.** 
He was forthwith elcfted into the chair, 
and complimented in a bumper in his new 
charader. 

The claret continued to circulate with- 
out interruption, till the glafles feemed to 
dance "^upon the table, and this, perhaps, 
was a hint to the ladies to call for mufic-— 
At eight in the evening the ball began in 
another apartment : at midnight we went 
to fupper i but it was broad day before I 
found the way to my lodgings j andi no 
doubt, his Lordfhip had a fwinging bill 
to difcharge. 

In (hort, I have lived fo riotoufly for 
fome weeks, that my uncle begins to be 
alarmed on the fcore of my conftitution, 
and very ferioufly obfcrvcs, that aU his 

own 
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own infirmuies are owing to fuch excefles 
ipdulged in his youth — Mrs. Tabitha fays 
it would be more for the advantage of my 
foul as well as body, if, inftead of fre- 
quenting thefe foenes of debauchery, I 
would accompany Mr. MoiFat and her to 
hear a fermon of the reverend Mr. 
M * Corkindale. — Clinker often exhorts 
me, with a groan, to take care of my 
precious health;' and even A rchyM* Al- 
pine, when he happens to be overtaken, 
(which is oftener the cafe than I could 
wilh) reads me a loDg lefture upon tem- 
perance and fobriety ; and is fo very wife 
and fententious, that, if I could provide 
him with a profeflbr's chair, 1 would will^ 
ingly give up the bene&t of his admoni- 
tions andfervice together; for I was tutor-^ 
iick at alma mater. 

I am not, however, fo much engrofled 
by the gaieties of Edinburgh, but that I 
find time to make parties in the family 
way. — We have not only feeri aU the vil- 
las and villages within ten miles of the ca- 
pital, but we have alfo crOfTed the Firth,, 
which is an arm of the fea (even miles 
broad, that divides Lothian from the 
(hire, or, as the Scots call it^ the 
kingdom of Fife. There is a number of 

M 3 large 
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Jarge open fea -boats that ply on this paf- 
fage from Leith to KinghcJrn,' which is a 
borough on the other fide. In one of 
thefe our whole family embarked three 
days ago, excepting my Gfter, who, being 
exceedingly fearful of the water, was left 
to the care of Mrs. Mitchelfon. We had 
an eafy and quick paflTage into*Fife, where 
we vifited a number of poor towns on the 
fca-fide, including St. Andrew's, which is 
the fkeleton of a venerable city ; but we 
were much better pleafed withfome noble 
and elegant feats and caftlcs, of which 
there is a great number in that part of 
Scotland. Yeftcrday we took boat again 
on our return to Leith, with fair wind and 
agreeable weather -, but we had not ad^ 
vanced- half- way when the (ky was fud- 
denly overcaft, and the wind changing^ 
blew diredily in our teeth •, Jo that we 
were obliged to turn, or tack the reft of 
the way In a word, the gale increafed 
toa'ftorm of wind and rain, attended with 
fuch a fog, that we could not fee the 
town of Leith, to which we were bound, 
nor even the caftle of Edinburgh, not- 
withitanding its high fituation. It is not 
to. be doubted but that we were all alarm- 
ed on this occafion. And at the fame 

timc^ 
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time, moft of the paflcngcrs were fcized 
with a naujfea that produced violent retch* 
ings. My aunt dcfired her brother to 
order the boatmen to put back to King- 
horn, and this expedient he aftually pro- 
pofed ; but they aflured him there was no 
danger. Mrs. Tabitha finding them ob- 
ftinate, began to fcold, and infifted upon 
my uncle's exerting his authority as a 
juftice of the peace. - Sick and peevifli as 
he was, he could not help laughing at this 
wife propofal, telling her, that his com- 
miffion did not extend fo far, and, if it 
did, he fhould let the people take their 
own way ; for he thought it would be 
great prcfumption in him to diredt them 
in the exercife of their own profcffion. 
Mrs. Winifred Vnkias made a general 
clearance with the afTiftance of Mr. Hum- 
phrey Clinker, who joined her both in 
prayer and ejaculation — As he took it for 
granted that we fliould not be long in this 
world, he offered fome fpiritual confola- 
tion to Mrs. Tabitha, who rejedled it witiv 
great difguft, bidding him keep his ler- 
mons for thofe who had leifure to hear 
fuch nonfenfe. — My uncle far, recollected 
in himfelf, without fp'orking ; my man 
Archy had recourfe to a brandy, bottle, 
with which he made fo free, that I ima* 

gined 
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gined he had fworn to die of drkiking* 
any thing rather than feawater : but the 
brandy had no more etFcdt upon him in 
the way of intoxication, than if it had 
been fca water in good earned. — As for 
myfelf, 1 was too much engrofied by the 
ftcknefs at my ftomach, tu chink of any 
thing elfe. — Meanwhile the fea fwelled 
mountains high, the boat pitched with 
fuch violence, as if it had been going ta 
pieces ; the cordage rattled, the wind 
roared ; the lightning Qa&ed, the thun- 
der bellowed, and the rain defcendcd ii> 
a deluge — Every time the veffcl was put 
about, we (hip'd a fea that drenched us. 
all to the fkin. — When, by dint of turn- 
ing, we thought to have cleared the pier 
head, we were driven to leeward, and 
then the boatmen themfelves began to- 
ftrar that the tide would fail before vrfir 
fhould fetch up our lee-way : the ntxt 
trip, howe\^, brought us into fmooth wa*^ 
fcr, and we were fafely landed on the 
quay, about one o* clock ia the afternoon* 
— '*'Tobefure (cried Tabby, when (he 
•* found hcrfelf on terra firma^ we muft 
** all have perifhed, if we had not been 
** the particular «f-e of P)X> vide nee. **~ 
*' Yes, (replied my uncle) but I am much 
•' of the honeft highlaadcr's mind — af- 

44 jcr 
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•* ter he had madefuch a paflagc as this : 
•* his friend told him he was much in- 
•* dcbtcd to Providence; — ^** Certainly, 
** (^faid Donald) bat, by my faul, mon, Tfc 
•• ne'er trouble Providence again, fo long 
*' as the brig of Stirling ftands/' 
You mull know the brig, or bridge of 
Stirling, (lands above twenty miles up the 
river Forth, of which this is the outlet— 
1 don't find that our Tqoire h^s fuffcred 
in his health from this adventure ; but 
poor Liddy is in a peaking way----l'm 
afraid this unfortunate girl is uneafy in 
her mind ; and this apprehenfion diftrads 
me, for fiie is really an amiable creature. 
We Ihall fet out to-morrow or next day 
for Stirling and Glafgow •, and we pro- 
pofe to penetrate a little way into the 
Highlands, before we turn our courfe to 
the fouthward — In the mean time, com- 
mend me to all our friends round Carfax, 
and believe me to be, ever yours, 
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